Thanks for Health Workers

Holy One,
We give thanks for those who care
for the sick at this difficult time.
For diligent family practitioners
and experienced specialists,
we thank you.
For care-full nursing staff
We thank you.
For cheerful housekeeping workers,
We thank you.
For attentive care aides,
We thank you.
For skilled X-Ray Technicians,
We thank you.
For administrators and support staff,
We thank you.
Holy One,
we know that in hospitals and care homes,
in emergency rooms and in intensive care units,
the work of healing is dangerous and challenging,
and we thank you for those willing to serve.
We acknowledge the sacrifice
and continual pressure that is
the lot of those who care,
and we thank you for work they do for us,
and for the communities to which we belong.
Holy One,
May your Love sustain them,
your Peace surround them
and your Holy Spirit inspire them
through the most challenging times,
Amen.

Online Worship Service Sunday, May 31, 2020
Theme: Pentecost Sunday
VU = Voices United

MV = More Voices

You will find the link to our online service
via our website: https://stthomasunited.ca/
Prelude: Kari Orosz: Come, O Holy Spirit
MV#23
Welcome to our Online Worship Service
Acknowledgement of Treaty 7, Métis Region 3 Land
Candle Lighting & Silence
Introit: Morning Has Broken (verses 1&3) VU# 409
Call to Worship
Opening Prayer: Holy God, in the words of one another and the words of our hearts, may we gather in
worship; to know you more wholly, to see faith more
clearly, and to be inspired more fully, to live as your
people around the world. By the actions of the Holy
Spirit, alive in this place of worship may we gather as
God’s own people. Amen.
Hymn: Dance with the Spirit
MV#156
Scripture: Acts 2-1-21 Reader: Sherrill Knight
The Message: In It Together
Ministry of Music: Children’s Choir: When Children
Join Hands and Sing by Edward Rutherford
Invitation to Open Hands
Offertory Prayer: Holy God, as you came to dwell
among your people we invite you into our midst, that
through your presence and our gifts, together we
might work to change the world around us. Amen.
Hymn: Come and Find the Quiet Center (v1) VU#374
Pastoral Prayers & Prayer of Jesus
Hymn: Oh a Song Must Rise
MV#142
Commissioning & Benediction
Postlude: Kari Orosz: I See Fire by Ed Sheeran

UPDATES
Call for “Porchtraits”: We want to see your 'porchtraits'! Erin is compiling a
slideshow of St Thomas congregants in isolation during COVID-19. We would
love a photo of you on your porch or a simple selfie of you at your home so we
can include it in our service. Please send photos to office@stthomasunited.ca by
Monday, June 1 so we can include your picture in our tribute!
Graduations: Please let us know if anyone in your family is
graduating this June so that we can recognize and celebrate
their achievement in this most extraordinary time. Please
send names and details to: office@stthomasunited.ca.
Youth Group: To do our part in practicing social (physical) distancing, youth
group is meeting virtually through zoom, WhatsApp, and more! If you would like
updates about what we are doing or if any youth (grade 7-10) would like to join
us virtually, please email the youth leaders at youth@sttomasunited.ca.
Junior Youth Group is meeting virtually through ZOOM Fridays at 6:30 pm. If
you know of a child in grades 4-6 who would like to join us virtually, please email
Junior-youth@sttomasunited.ca and we will include them in the distribution list.
Wanda's Preserves: I am happy to pick up any excess rhubarb you might have
in your yards this spring. And our kitchen is up and running. Should
you need some more jams and jellies to go with your coffee and
toast, please contact me. I can drop them at your house... sanitized
and all. Wanda Veer (403) 239 5964 wandaveer47@gmail.com.
Veterans Association Food Bank: During this time when we cannot deliver food
or gift cards, we can donate. Receipts will be issued for donations of $20 or
more. Be sure to include your mailing address with your cheque. Send your donation to: Veterans Assoc. Food Bank #10, 820 – 28 St NE Calgary, AB T2A 7X1.

UPDATES
We will be issuing a July-August Newsletter at the end of June. Please email
your newsletter submissions to Halyna by June 15. Thank you!
Conversion Therapy By-law:
Hello friends in faith, Wow. Thank you! WE DID IT! Together.
On May 25, 2020, The City of Calgary passed the bylaw 14 to 1 to prohibit businesses from practicing conversion therapy. This is a huge win for Human Rights,
a big step forward for Calgary, but more importantly, a profound example of living our faith out loud! Together we signed a historical document - 44 Clergy &
Faith Leaders from diverse faith communities and traditions across Treaty 7 territory, came together to stand up for LGBTQ2IA+ communities, to make a positive change, to protect Calgarians from harm. We submitted this letter to City
Council and the Mayor, and many of them quoted from it, and openly mentioned how much it meant to them to receive it. Thank you for being a shining
example of what healthy religion and affirming theology looks like in action. We
know that our work is far from over, but we honour this moment of celebration. This is a historical moment that will have ripple effects across the country.
With immense gratitude, reverence and love,
Keith Murray (Hillhurst United) & Pam Rocker (Affirming Connections)
As Councillor Evan Wooley quoted Keith Murray in his closing debate:
“All the Saints, Sages, Prophets, and Holy figures have called us to do just this:
fight for the vision of the more loving world our hearts know is possible - anchor
it into this reality. So many are trying too hard to fight to get into heaven, that
they tear others down along the way, thinking they know the way to get
there. But the wise ones understand, Life is not about trying to get it right for
some heavenly reward after death, it is about trying to create heaven here on
earth.”
CBC Calgary Story “Some detractors called in from as far away as Ontario to ask
council not to support the ban, citing concerns it could impact religious freedoms.
However, dozens of faith leaders wrote to council in support of the bylaw, disputing those concerns.”

THIS WEEK AT ST. THOMAS
Sunday, May 31
Monday, June 1
Tuesday, June 2
Wednesday, June 3
Thursday, June 4
Friday, June 5
1:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
Saturday, June 6

Online Worship only
no events
no events
no events
no events
Al Madinah Islamic Assembly
Virtual Junior Youth Group
Virtual Youth Group
no events

May 31:
June 7:
June 14:
June 21:
June 28:
July 5:

Pentecost Sunday
Peter Heals the Beggar
Speaking Boldy
Father’s Day
TBA
Stampede Service

Ministers: Rev. Tracy Robertson, Rev. Justin McNeill
Office Administrator: Halyna Kinasevych
Music Team:
Pam Bazinet, Barb Robertson,
Dick Worton, Erin MacLean-Berko
Accompanists: Kari Orosz, Kloria Wen
Youth Leaders: Heather Robertson,
Eden Middleton, Caitlin Hornbeck
Sunday School Coordinator: Erin MacLean-Berko
Office Email: office@stthomasunited.ca

Each Sunday we acknowledge that we are on
Treaty 7 land, not out of guilt or shame, but
in recognition of the land on which we gather. We give thanks for the traditional territories and oral practices that have lived on this
land for thousands of years through the
Indigenous Nations of the Siksika, Kanai,
Piikani. Stoney-Nakota and Tsuut’ina and all
people who make their homes in this, our
Treaty 7 region of Alberta, and the Region 3

We encourage you to keep in touch via our Facebook :
https://www.facebook.com/st.thomasunitedchurch/
and Twitter: https://twitter.com/st_thomas_yyc

Through our gifts we commit ourselves to
live out the mission and ministry of the
church. Please give generously to the Mission and Service Fund to make this possible.

Sign Up for St. Thomas email announcements and e-Letters by
contacting the office.
Any announcements, advertisements, or requests for non-church
related products, services, or donations to organizations contained
in this bulletin/newsletter should not be interpreted as recommendations, endorsements, or permissions by St. Thomas United
Church.

St. Thomas is an Affirming Ministry within
The United Church of Canada. LGBTQ2
people are whole people and full members in this community of faith.
The United Church of Canada St. Thomas is
proud to be part of the United Church of
Canada which ministers to close to 3 million
people in 3,500 congregations across the
country. For more info about the United
Church visit www.united-church.ca

We give great thanks to all who participated in
making this week’s worship service a reality.
100 Hawkwood Blvd. NW Calgary AB T3G 2S9
office@stthomasunited.ca

