
 

 

July-August 2020 Newsletter 

Message from David Gray: Chair of Trustees Committee 

The trustee's role is, on behalf of the congregation, to have ownership and stewardship of our biggest asset 
- the building, contents and surrounding land. As many know, property ownership comes with risks and we 
manage the big risks prudently with insurance and the Property committee keeps things well maintained 
and takes care of many of the other risks associated with owning a building. The new risk this year is, of 
course, COVID-19 which has had a profound effect on everyone of us including all the businesses in Canada 
and non-profit entities like our church. 
 
At the centre of managing all the risks we face, including this pandemic, is the safety and well-being of the 
staff and congregation members. With that in mind, Executive Council continues to discuss this issue 
monthly and we want to outline that St Thomas continues to be closed and a date for opening has not been 
decided on until we are very, very comfortable that all the Alberta Health protocols and sanitization regula-
tions can be adhered to in order to minimize the risks to everyone. We know that some businesses are re-
opening and they have the resources in place to manage the sanitization rules and regulations. 
 
Unlike a business, singing at a church service has become a major concern with scientific studies suggesting 
15-20 feet separation must be maintained as airborne droplets can linger for 2-3 days. That makes for im-
mense sanitization efforts before and after services of all surfaces and, I don't know about you, but not hav-
ing singing during a service is a bit of a downer. Not to worry, timing of re-opening will continually be a top-
ic at our executive council meetings. 
 
Back to keeping everyone safe, with the exception of a couple of previously approved user groups, who fol-
low all the rules, and our essential staff and volunteers who are keeping our church running, there is very 
little reason that any groups or individuals should be entering the church. 
Speaking of entering and exiting closed facilities, when I needed some supplies at my work office down-
town recently, I had to email ahead and outline my purpose and note my expected in and out time so that 
the Office Manager could track all employees in the event of an outbreak. We are now asking that the 
same protocols be adopted for our closed church facilities. If there is an absolute necessity for a congrega-
tion member with an access key to enter the building, please email the office at office@stthomasunited.ca 
and outline your purpose and your expected in and out times. 
 
We have had several requests from other potential user groups that would like to meet in the closed build-
ing. We now have a sub-committee reviewing these requests but for the time being, they will most likely 
not be approved so that we can maintain the safety of our essential staff who need to enter the building in 
order to provide us with the high calibre online services we have all been enjoying. 
We appreciate your understanding of these decisions which are undertaken with much thought, debate 
and discussion. If you have any questions, please email me at trustees@stthomasunited.ca. 
 
Thank you,  David Gray, Chair, Trustees of St. Thomas United Church 
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Please note that the office will be closed for 
summer break starting July 1 until August 10. 
Emails and phone messages will be checked 
only occasionally. For urgent matters that 
arise during this time, please call, email or 
text Tracy (403-870-3930) or Justin (587-736-
0022). 
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St. Thomas is an  
Affirming Ministry within  

The United Church of Canada.  
LGBTQI2S+ people  

are whole people and full members  
in this community of faith. 
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Worship at St. Thomas:  Dan MacDonald, Cathy Rivard, Linda Bouchard, Rev Justin McNeill, Heather Worton, Tracy Robertson                                                                                                                  

Online worship services at St. Thomas United Church 
have settled into a nice groove, with challenging and 
timely sermons, continued high quality music each 
week, and the treat of scripture readers coming in 
during our Thursday morning filming sessions to add 
their voices. While the essential shape of weekly ser-
vice has been refined, we continue to brainstorm ad-
ditions and enhancements that can help us continue 
to achieve our mission, even from a distance. 
One exciting recent development has been our new 
collaboration with Foothills United Church, and its 
talented minister Rev. Candace McNeill. Rather than 
produce their own online service each week, the 
Foothills United congregation is now tuning in to 
what St. Thomas is offering, and Candace is partici-
pating in weekly worship. This alliance eases the bur-
den on Foothills’ smaller congregation to produce 
and distribute weekly services, as well as giving us 
options for vacation coverage for our own ministers 
over the summer, in addition to having Candace’s ex-
perience and viewpoint benefiting our team. Wel-
come Candace! 
Most of you (I hope) have seen Chair of Trustees Da-
vid Gray’s message on our YouTube channel and 
attached to the front of the June 14 worship service, 
but to reiterate, Executive Council and the Trustees 
have decided it is in everyone’s best interest that St. 
Thomas United Church remains closed throughout 
the summer. Online services will continue until we 
can safely worship together in person again, which 
would be September at the very earliest, and we will 
keep the number of people entering and exiting our 
facilities to the bare minimum. If it is absolutely nec-
essary for you to enter the church over the next cou-
ple of months, please email the office with your ex-
pected arrival and departure times, and the reason 
for your visit. 
Executive Council is doing a great deal of work behind 
the scenes to evaluate and comply with Alberta 
Heath Services’ recommendations on keeping our 
worship community safe, and we very much appreci-
ate their efforts. While we all would love to see the 
sanctuary full of smiling faces once again, keeping 
everyone healthy and safe must be our priority. If we 

keep each other in our thoughts and prayers, our 
connection will not diminish, and we will remain spir-
itually fulfilled. As Justin preached a few weeks ago, 
WE are the church. 
By Dan MacDonald, on behalf of the Worship Team: 
Linda Bouchard, Cathy Rivard, Heather Worton, Justin 
McNeill, Tracy Robertson. 

Upcoming Services: 
JULY 5 - Strummers Stampede Sunday Service 
Scripture: Psalm 147 

 
Summer 2020 Worship Themes: 

“What The Bible Doesn’t Say but Thought it Did”  
all of the things that we might think it says in the bi-
ble or things that are wrongly attributed to the bible. 

 

JULY 12 - “Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin” 
Scripture: Matthew 7:1-6 
 

JULY 19 - “God Helps Those Who Help Them-
selves” Scripture: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
 

JULY 26 - “Great Faith Leads to Great Prosperi-
ty” Scripture: Mark 11:23-26 
 

AUGUST 2 - “God Won’t Give You More Than 
You Can Handle” Scripture: 1 Corinthians 10: 
9-13 
 

AUGUST 9 -“Follow Your Heart for Love Al-
ways Wins” Scripture: Psalm 37:1-6 
 

AUGUST 16 - “Cleanliness is Next to Godli-
ness” Scripture: 2 Corinthians 7:1 & James 4: 
7-10 
 

AUGUST 23 - “Money is the Root of All Evil” 
Scripture: 1 Timothy 6:6-10 
 

AUGUST 30 - “Everything Happens for a Rea-
son” Scripture: Deuteronomy 30:1-6 
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Remembering Allan Muir 

Allan Muir, 89, of Calgary, 
Alberta, passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, May 
24, 2020. He had been 
suffering from congestive 
heart failure for quite some 
time and it finally took its 
toll.  His last couple months 

were at the Foothills Hospital and then George Bo-
yack Nursing Home.  Our mother, Dorothy Muir, who 
has been suffering from Alzheimer's, joined him at 
the nursing home and they were happily able to have 
his last few weeks together. 
Allan was born on July 29, 1930 on a farm east of Sas-
katoon, Saskatchewan and lived and helped with the 
farm operation until 1959. After selling the farm, Al-
lan decided to move west.  He took his four-year ap-
prenticeship as an electrician on construction at 
SAIT.  His early years as a Master Electrician were 
spent on construction projects in places such as Fort 
McMurry and he also owned a small business called 
Muir’s Electric.  Allan finished his career at AGT (now 
known as Telus) and retired in 1993. 
Allan had married Dorothy Crashley, a school teacher 
he knew from Saskatchewan, on August 2, 1963 and 
had three daughters: Carolyn Claire, Sherry Hibner, 
and Jeanette Davis.  The family lived in Leduc until 
1979 and then moved to Edmonton.  After retirement 

from AGT, Allan and Dorothy moved to Calgary to be 
closer to their daughters who had all relocated here 
over the years. 
Church life was always very important to Allan.  He 
met Dorothy, who was also a Sunday school teacher, 
at the United Church in Big River.  They continued 
attending church and being active members of the 
congregation throughout the years.  They have been 
members at St Thomas United Church for over twen-
ty years. They have enjoyed many friendships, special 
events and services at the church. 
Allan’s hobbies included wood working, car mechan-
ics, curling, square dancing, skating, biking, camping, 
motorcycling, chess and wine making. After retire-
ment, Allan volunteered at the Food Bank, was active 
with the square dance community and the St. Thomas 
United Church congregation.  Allan continued with his 
hobbies, enjoyed camping, fixing things around the 
house, travelling, making wine and helping to look 
after his grandchildren whenever needed. Allan loved 
animals and had several pets throughout the years. 
His most recent pet was a small rescue dog named 
Sam that also passed away not too long ago. 
Allan was a kind and gentle man with a great sense of 
humour. He will be greatly missed by his family and 
friends. 
To view the memorial service video in full click here: 
https://mhfh.vids.io/videos/4d9cdbb41f1fe8c8c4/

Recently, St. Thomas lost one of 
its Charter members, Roger An-
derson.  Roger was born, an on-
ly child, in 1937 in Ogden, Utah.  
He completed his Elementary 
and High School there and went 
on to study Accounting and 
Latin American Studies at West-
minster College in Salt Lake.  

While at Westminster College, he met his future wife, 
Carol, when he offered to share his text book with 
her during a Sociology class.   
After Roger’s final year of college, he took a summer 
accounting job at Mammoth Hot Springs resort in Yel-
lowstone National Park.  Once there, Roger contacted 
Carol and persuaded her to come and work for the 

summer at the resort too.  It was an exciting summer, 
as this was the year that there was a big earthquake 
in Yellowstone, causing significant damage and even 
creating a new lake! At the end of the summer, Rog-
er, knowing that he would soon be drafted, decided 
to sign up in the army for three years so that he 
would have some choice in where he would serve.  
Basic Training was in Fort Ord, California.  Roger’s ar-
ea of work was Support Services.  Carol meanwhile 
pursued her studies at the LDS Business College.  
After completing his time in the army, Roger and Car-
ol were married in Carol’s home town of St. George, 
Utah.  Roger and Carol initially lived in Tacoma, 
Washington, where Roger worked on the McCord Air-
force Base.  Their first son, Keith, was born there.    
                                                Continued…. 

Remembering Roger Anderson: by Sherrill Knight 

https://mhfh.vids.io/videos/4d9cdbb41f1fe8c8c4/funeral-service-for-mr-allan-muir-june-12-2020


 

 

Next Roger was posted overseas for two years in Is-
tanbul, Turkey.  It was a Peacekeeping/Monitoring 
mission and Roger continued to work in Support Ser-
vices.  Carol stayed at home with son Keith living with 
their parents.   
At the end of three years, Roger was formally dis-
charged in New York City.  Carol met him there and 
remembers visiting Washington, D.C. before taking 
the train back to Salt Lake City.  Roger returned to an 
accounting career, first working with Sperry Manufac-
turing for a year and then with Utoco (part of Stand-
ard Oil and later Amoco).   While living in Salt Lake, 
two more children were born, Virginia and Clark.  
Roger eventually worked with the distributing end of 
the oil business, as an auditor.  During these next 
years, the Anderson family moved several times living 
in Pocatello, Salt Lake, Boulder and Great Falls.  Alt-
hough they moved frequently, they loved each place.  
Involved with the Methodist church, they made great 
friends with whom they kept in touch over the years.  
In 1977, Amoco asked Roger if he would move to Chi-
cago.  Roger declined but he said that he would like 
to go to Calgary, Canada to see if Amoco there would 
offer him a job.  He was successful!  Carol remembers 
happy times camping with the kids on the move up to 
Calgary.  They decided to settle in the city’s north-
west community of Silver Springs (on the very outer 
edge of Calgary).  Finally, the Anderson family were 
able to stay put! 
Roger was a Mason and an active member of the 
Shriners, the community outreach arm of the Ma-
sons.  Many of us remember Roger as one of the 
Shriner’s clowns, along with Arnold Murray, also of 
our congregation.  How the two of them delighted 
the children, and adults alike, with their clowning an-
tics!  Roger was great at making folks smile!  Carol 
and Roger were involved with many outreach activi-
ties through the Shriners, from pie making to being 
escorts on buses taking children, and their families, 
to the Shiners’ Hospital in Spokane, Washington for 
special medical treatment.  This latter opportunity 
was particularly meaningful.  Roger was very proud of 
the Masonic involvement in laying the Corner Stone, 
complete with a time capsule, in the new addition of 
the St. Thomas United Church building.   It was an 
historic, memorable and notable ceremony for all 
involved. 
Trains, and anything related to railways, was a pas- 
 

sion for Roger from his childhood.  His grandfather, a 
train conductor on the run from Ogden, Utah to Sher-
idan, Wyoming would sometimes take young Roger 
with him on his daily run.  Roger loved watching 
trains and could tell you much about the history of 
various railways in Canada and the US.  When he re-
tired from Amoco, Roger volunteered, as did Carol, 
for many seasons at Heritage Park.  Roger was initial-
ly involved in establishing the Gasoline Alley portion 
of the park but latterly had fun working as a conduc-
tor on the Heritage Park train.  Former STUC minister, 
Geoff Carr, recalls how Roger took he, his wife, Sha-
ron, and the two boys to Heritage Park.  He shared so 
much history with them there and the boys loved to 
ride the train with Roger! 
One of the joys for Roger and Carol was family.  Be-
sides their three children and spouses, they have five 
grandchildren (one grandson has embraced Roger’s 
passion for trains).  Roger and Carol enjoyed many 
travels in their truck/camper visiting favourite holiday 
spots like the west coast of Oregon, St. George’s, 
Utah and Joshua Tree, CA visiting family and friends.     
As Charter Members of St. Thomas, Roger and Carol 
were involved in a multitude of ways as their children 
were grew up.  Latterly, Carol returned to her LDS 
roots but Roger remained an active presence at St. 
Thomas:  Building and Property, Worship, Pastoral 
Care, Youth Advisor, Offering Counter, Ministry and 
Personnel, Search and JNAC committees, Ask Me 
Host Ministry.  You name it and he probably gave his 
time and talent to it at some point.  Always welcom-
ing and fun, he was willing to roll up his sleeves and 
work, especially if coffee and goodies were involved.  
My most recent experience working with Roger was 
assembling the Welcome Bags for Newcomers. He 
was always a willing partner in this task, especially 
when a chocolate chip banana muffin was, part of the 
mix.  When he was no longer driving and hitching a 
ride back home, he would sometimes ask to return 
via the Silver Springs bluff so he could maybe spy a 
passing train below.  Often his farewell bidding in-
cluded “See you later alligator!  In a while Crocodile!” 
… always with a big smile.   
Sadly, Roger passed away in early May. We are so 
thankful for Roger’s unique and generous gifts to St. 
Thomas over the years! “See you later alligator!” 
 

Written with appreciation for Roger, and with the as-
sistance of Carol Anderson – Sherrill Knight. 
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The Youth leaders of St Thomas are excited to invite 
you to Youth Group! Youth Group is for everyone 
who is of Junior High and High school age. Typically 
we meet on Friday evenings and at the service 
on Sunday, however, with the physical distancing 
guidelines and limitations on pubic events, we are 
now meeting weekly online until the COVID-19 pan-
demic has passed. The Youth Leaders will send out an 
email every Monday to let you know what activities 
will be taking place on the upcoming Friday and 
which digital platforms we will be using. Normally we 
meet at 7:00 on Friday. Instead of doing or regular 
Sunday mornings, we now have a WhatsApp group 
chat! This chat is for ongoing discussions throughout 
the weeks, and each week we post a prompt, ques-
tion, challenge, photo, etc. to help get the conversa-
tion rolling. Friends are always welcome to join us on 
our WhatsApp chat and our Friday activities. If you or 
your friends need help connecting with us digitally, 
please let us know! Our email is 
youth@stthomasunited.ca 
The past two months were fantastic! In March we 
had a wide games night at the church, ran an excel-
lent Star Wars themed church service, and had a 
board games and karaoke night at the church before 
the physical distancing protocols came into effect. 
After the physical distancing and public event limita-
tions were announced, we transitioned to digital 
youth group!  

We have had discussions on Zoom and Discord, and 
we have played a variety of online games including 
Minecraft and Jackbox. We have also played scaven-
ger hunt type games in our own spaces while con-
necting online, and we joined in viewing the first Na-
ked Faith livestream on Instagram. On WhatsApp we 
have had great discussions that included prompts 
such as “What is the weirdest thing you can find in 
your house?” and “What is your favourite breakfast 
food?” 
We will continue our digital approach to youth group 
for the foreseeable future, and we hope you will join 
us when you can! We value the community we have 
created since September, and we know how im-
portant it is to stay socially connected even if we 
can’t get together in person for a while. We aren’t 
planning specific events as far in advance as we typi-
cally would because it is hard to predict what the 
next month or two will hold for us. What we can 
promise is we will continue to have our weekly Friday 
activities online, and we will keep great discussions 
coming on WhatsApp. Please keep an eye on your 
emails each week as more specific details about our 
Friday events and any announcements will be com-
municated that way. If you are not on our mailing list 
but would like to be, please send an email to us at 
youth@stthomasunited.ca and let us know. 
 

Youth Group: Heather Robertson, Caitlin Hornbeck, Eden Middleton 

Youth Group Collaboration with Symons Valley United: We are excited to announce the collaboration be-
tween Symons Valley  and St. Thomas to provide integrated programming for the youth of the two congre-
gations in July and August.  We will evaluate this arrangement in August and potentially continue in the fall.  
In past few years the two youth groups have enjoyed many joint events.  Since March, when Covid-19 pre-
vented in person youth group meetings, the two groups have been successfully running joint, virtual 
meetings and will continue them over the summer.  As Symons Valley will be without youth leaders as of 
June 30 the St. Thomas Youth leaders will be running the program.  Two representatives from Symons Valley 
will be joining the St. Thomas YAC committee. -Elaine Taylor-Kerr 

mailto:youth@stthomasunited.ca


 

 

Young Adult News  - Heather Robertson 

Calgary Queer Church: At this time, CQC Services are on hold for the future as Com-

munityWise has cancelled all room bookings and United Churches have closed their 

doors to ensure the safety of all. Please do not hesitate to give us a shout at calga-

ryqueerchurch@gmail.com or via Direct Message on Facebook if you would like to 

chat or need connection to resources. Peace be with you; we will meet again. You 

can find more information on our website at http:/www.calgaryqueerchurch.com/

on Facebook by searching Calgary Queer Church. 

 
Naked Faith: Naked Faith is an alternative worship experience aimed at youth and young adults but open 
to all. Typically, the evening begins with dinner at 6:00, followed by an hour-long service that includes lots of 
energetic, upbeat music. Afterwards, youth from grades 6 through 12 are invited to stay for games and ac-
tivities until 10:30. Young adults are invited to head to a nearby pub to engage in further discussion about 
the theme, or to simply enjoy the community. BUT, as you can imagine, we have had to modify this format 
due to the physical distancing rules and public event limitations. We are exploring digital options for Naked 
Faith instead, and in April we had our first livestream service through Instagram Live! Be sure to follow us on 
social media to stay up to date on our upcoming events so you don’t miss a thing! Facebook Group: Naked 
Faith Instagram: @nakedfaithworship 
 
Dirty Theology: At this time, Dirty Theology services are on hold as physical distancing advisories and pub-
lic event cancellations have been put into place for the safety and health of all. To find out more about Dirty 
Theology and to find updates, check out our facebook page at YYC Campus Ministry or our website http://
www.yyccampusministry.com/dirty-theology  
 
Young Adult Pub Night: Young adult pub night is, you guessed it, on hold until further 
notice. We wish everyone well during these unpredictable and unfamiliar times and we 
will see you again as soon as we can. For more information, contact Brenda McKellar via 
email  or text 403-850-7874. 
  

                              Page 7 

Children & Family Ministry: Elaine Taylor-Kerr 

Camp Kasota West:  Camp Kasota has cancelled 
their onsite programming for the summer of 2020 
due to Covid 19.  Instead they plan to offer online 
programming free of charge.  For further information 
see www.campkasotawest.com.   
 

In person Junior Youth group is on hold until such 
time as restrictions on gatherings and physical dis-
tancing have been lifted.  However virtual Junior 
Youth group is occurring every second Friday evening 
during the summer.  It will be at 6:30 pm.  It will be 
held July 3, July 17, July 31, August 14, and August 
28.  It is for children in grades 4, 5 and 6.   The chil-

dren who have attended have really enjoyed the op-
portunity to chat and catch up with each other.  They 
may possibly play some games as well.  Zoom is being 
used to facilitate the call.  If you know of a child in 
this age range who would be interested in joining in 
and they aren’t already on the email distribution list, 
please email junior-youth@stthomasunited.ca to be 
added to the list.    

http://www.calgaryqueerchurch.com/
http://www.yyccampusministry.com/dirty-theology
http://www.yyccampusministry.com/dirty-theology
mailto:b_mccook@hotmail.com
mailto:b_mccook@hotmail.com
callto:403-850-7874
http://www.campkasotawest.com
mailto:junior-youth@stthomasunited.ca


 

 

Music: Elaine Taylor-Kerr         For further information see http://stthomasunited.ca/stthomaschoir/index.html  
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The musicians of St. Thomas are really missing the 
opportunity to sing together and play their instru-
ments together.  They are also missing the communi-
ty and connecting with each other.  We look forward 
to the time when we can make music together in per-
son. 
Physical distancing hasn’t prevented music from con-
tinuing to be a part of the online worship services 
thanks to the use of technology.  Our music staff have 
taken the initiative to learn new technology that al-
lows them to record music from the comfort of their 
own homes and then combine the recordings into 
one unified whole.  Kari has combined the tracks for 
the hymns, preludes, postludes, and most of the an-
thems.  Thank you Kari!  The results have been won-
derful.   
While we look forward to resuming regular practices, 
we will not do so until it is safe for all involved.  We 
will follow the guidance from Alberta Health Services 
and the Province. 
 
Adult Choir: For the past few months, due to the 
Covid virus, the adult choir has not been able to meet 
in person to practice and prepare for church worship 
as it normally does. All of us miss being physically in 
the church with you . However, a whole new world of 
learning has opened up to us and we have been 
working virtually to maintain strong musical leader-
ship. To this date, two anthems and many hymns 
have been recorded by Kari who sends out a base 
track to each choir member. Choir members who are 
comfortable with using the computer for recording 
then record themselves and send their track back to 
Kari who spends a great deal of time reassembling all 
the tracks into one. Kudos to Kari for the tremendous 
amount of work she puts into this for us all! May you 
all stay safe and enjoy our music from a distance 
“until we meet again” as the songs says.—Pamela 
Bazinet 

 

 

 

 

Strummers: We have been working on the Stampede 
service pieces since January, so hopefully most of the 
group will add their part to the audio.  The service is 
scheduled for July 7. Ron has sent Kari several songs 
we could use over the next while and more may be 
submitted now that themes for July and August are 
known.  It is hoped that any of the strummers who 
are comfortable with the technology, will record 
themselves playing these pieces so their instruments 
and voices can be added to the recording for use in 
the service.  We should have lots of Strummer music 
for the future.—Ron French 

 

Children’s Choir:  It has been an interesting...and ex-
perimental season for the Children’s Choir, to be 
sure! I’m so proud of how the kids have persevered 
to keep the music going. Kari and I jumped right into 
bringing the kids together in March for choral pro-
jects. We’ve done “All God’s Creatures” and then the 
littlest ones sang “I prayed in the tub!”. We send the 
kids some quick instructions with an accompaniment 
and a practice track, but they sing ALL by themselves! 
It’s not easy (take it from me). It’s a crazy time when 
singing, something so natural, is deemed an ‘at risk 
activity,’ but together, Kari and I want to make sure 
our community continues to connect with music pro-
jects and something as simple as writing letters to 
each other. Dmetri and I have also been so happy to 
connect with Kari and Mike on a couple of singing 
projects. Standing in our kitchens alone, singing into 
a laptop isn’t exactly how we have always enjoyed 
coming together, but as Kari works her magic to com-
bine our voices, it warms our hearts to hear it all 
come together in the end. It is our hope that if the St 
Thomas community would like something special for 
an occasion or simply to brighten their day during 
these challenging times, that you will reach out to 
Elaine, Kari, or myself and we would be happy to dive 
into a new project that will do what music does best - 
touches the soul and lifts the spirit, even when we’re 
apart.—Erin MacLean-Berko 

 

http://stthomasunited.ca/stthomaschoir/index.html


 

 

Here are some book and film recommendations with Indigenous themes: 
 

Rev Tracy recommends the graphic novel This Place - 150 Years Retold.  
George Ziroff suggests the book A National Crime, The Canadian Government & The Residential  
School System.  
Wanda & Stan Veer enjoyed the film Wind River with Canadian actors Tantoo Cardinal & Graham Greene. 
 

The following meditation is from Richard Wagamese book, Embers: 

Me:  Sometimes, when things are hardest, it feels like Creator’s not listening. 
Old Woman:  Creator can do whatever Creator chooses. When we are in doubt or confusion or fear, She 
could send us thunderbolts or lightning or a huge pile of unexpected cash. But most of the time, she sends 
people. People are the miracles that emerge from the ripped and worn pattern of your life and help you 
stitch it back together. You learn to see the pattern better.  
 

 

Path to Reconciliation: Elaine Gray 

Youth Choir: We did it!  The youth choir made their 
first “virtual choir recording”.  If you missed it, check 
it out:  
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/10hChit2OSwv_K_HAjccpIMTQUx134NCL/view 
St. Thomas has an energetic, talented group of 
youth who like to sing, even if this year, they needed 
to record themselves alone, in their own space.  We 
also have a talented accompanist, Kloria,  who dou-
bled as our techie to put the recording together. The 
choir also likes to socialize.  We continue to get to-
gether over Zoom, chatting, singing, and even play-
ing games such as Musical Pictionary, Musical Trivia, 
and a Musical Treasure Hunt.  As soon as we can get 
together we will fill in the missing part we 
love.....snacks! The choir is looking forward to being 
able to be part of the summer services singing 
(virtually), “Like a Rock”. We are also partnering with 

the strummers for a special song planned for July 26. 
Looking forward, everything is a little uncertain.   We 
will be meeting somehow, probably initially using 
ZOOM, and hopefully in person sooner rather than 
later. If you know any youth, Grade 6 – Grade 12/
post-secondary, please have them contact us. bar-
brob@telus.net 403-241-1002, home 403-585-1299, 
texts —Barbara Robertson and Kloria Wen. 
 
 

Music: continued... 
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Hello, everyone. Keith and I continue to send out our email/blog to all of the Primetimers (always trying to 

include an interesting piece of writing or music).  We love hearing back from everyone, as well. As we have 

said many times, this is a very socially active group, open to communications of any sort.   We just want to 

ensure we are all okay. Your Ministers, Pastoral Care or we ourselves are available if you need assistance or 

just want the contact. Most of the feedback we receive indicates that for the most part, we are all “holding 

the fort”. It is hard, a real challenge, mentally, emotionally and physically. But most of us are old enough, 

even better yet, smart enough, to remember our family members had serious challenges in past history as 

well. So, keep up the smiling faces, put a song in your heart, and carry on. Till we meet again!  Peace! J&K 

Primetimers:  Jan & Keith Campbell 

If you would be interested in briefly sharing your life story with STUC in one of the upcoming newsletters, 

please call the office or one of the Hospitality Team members and someone will contact you for a phone in-

terview or outside the window interview, (or in person when possible) in the coming months.  The Hospitali-

ty Team has been brainstorming and would like to focus on connecting as a community on a more personal 

level through the newsletter. 

Thanks folks, for your empty jars and offers of rhubarb.  I am happily producing batches 
of jams, jellies and pickles.  Please contact me if you would like to purchase any.  I do-
nate 50% of proceeds to St Thomas.  I can give you an inventory list for you to choose 
from.  Ph 403-239-5964, 587-224-5455, wandaveer47@gmail.com.   And I do curbside 
delivery! -Wanda Veer 

Wanda’s Preserves: Wanda Veer 

Affirming Group: Evangeline Robertson 

Hospitality Team:  Sherrill Knight, Linda Miller, Tracy Robertson, Wanda Veer, Lori Weller 

Hello from the Affirming team! Pride month, June, has 
come and gone; and what a month it was. It's very im-
portant to remember while Black Lives Matter protests and 
riots continue on, that the first Pride was a large and angry 
protest. It was started by trans women who are people of 
colour. As this past month has shown, we still have a lot of 
work to do in making sure all minority groups matter eve-
rywhere, the fight is far from over. As we move forward 
through the COVID-19 pandemic, we are looking into doing 
online watch parties of LGBTQ+ shows and movies. We 
have no set dates yet, but if you are interested, please 
keep an eye out for the announcement.   
Thanks! Evangeline Robertson  (Them/she/he) 
 

Veterans Association Food Bank: Loree Irving 

The need continues so please consider donating via mail to this worthy cause. You can mail your donation 
to: Veterans Assoc. Food Bank #10, 820 – 28 St NE Calgary, AB  T2A 7X1. Receipts will be issued for dona-
tions of $20 or more.  Be sure to include your mailing address with your cheque.  
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What I’ve Learned During Covid-19: 
 Isolation was a fun experience for about a week. - 

I’m glad I had someone else in the house to share 
this isolation with.  

 Remember all the things that you said “I’ll do that 
when I have time!”  Well, you had the time.  Did 
you do it?  Apparently I will never get to my pic-
tures or clean the garage. 

 Some days it feels good not to have any commit-
ments.  The next day, not so much.  

 Procrastination has won out over Efficiency, Or-
ganization, and Control in our house.  

 Who knew there were so many Netflix movies I 
hadn’t watched?  

 Phones and computers can eat up a lot of produc-
tive hours in the day.  

 Although we rarely eat out, we WANTED to when 
the opportunity was taken from us.  

 I am so glad I don’t have 3 kids that I am trying to 
homeschool and work from home as well.  

 Who would have guessed that yeast, flour, toilet 
paper, and bleach would require hording?  

 We have too much STUFF in our house.  

 When did singing become a “high risk activity”?  
 I thought a world wide epidemic would require 

sharing, diplomacy, commitment, solidarity be-
tween the nations of the world.  I was wrong.  

 I am very impressed with the Medical Leaders 
who stepped (or were pushed) forward in this cri-
sis. We didn’t know their names or duties before, 
and now they are household words.  

 I am saving money to renovate my children’s 
homes to accommodate me so I don’t have to live 
in a long term care facility.  Downright scary! 

Hoping that the next grand opening phases proceed 
without dire consequences.  Hello to all my St Thom-
as family.  Stay safe & stay happy until we meet 
again.  -Wanda  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three Wise Women: Maureen Dodd, Wanda Veer, and Ruthann Watson 

Things I’ve Learned During Covid-19: 
Always wear pants, even on a Zoom meeting. You 
never know when you will be required to leap up to 
close a door, silence a loved one or a ringing phone, 
or hasten to the door when your local distiller has 
knocked with a delivery.  
I don’t like it when folks change their background on 
Zoom. Because then I can’t study their rooms, their 
pictures, their knick knacks, to get an inside look at 
their lives. That’s what Isolation does - makes one a 
Nosey Parker.  
As Wanda says, I’ve also procrastinated about all 
those things I said I’d do when I had time. Apparently 
I never really wanted to do them. And I didn’t think of 
it so much as ‘procrastination,’ which has kind of a 
judgy feel, but more as ‘pacing myself,’ which implies 
self-care and knowing one’s limits. 
If one was so inclined, maybe the pandemic has given 
us a loophole in the marriage vows. My informal poll 
has revealed that nobody agreed to ‘in covid and in 
health.’ 

Despite the concerns of public health leaders over 
our consumption of liquor and junk food, I maintain 
that this is a safer diet. I’ve slashed my hand twice 
whilst cutting vegetables and fruit. There have been 
no such incidents with handfuls of chips, PLUS it sup-
ports the beleaguered spud farmers.  
AND my friend got a new bike so she could work off 
the chips and popcorn, but during this healthy activi-
ty, she sadly careened over a bump, and now has two 
broken arms and one broken hand. Healthy living is 
dangerous. I rest my case.  
I’ve had a wee look at the Book of Job, to see if I 
could learn anything from his similar trials. Job said 
that what he needed most was comfort (chips?). But 
his friends nattered on and on about why he was so 
afflicted, etc etc, until Job called them ‘miserable 
comforters.’ Sometimes the best we can do for peo-
ple is to just be there, to listen, to be silent. Just as 
hopefully we can all draw comfort in the silent pres-
ence of God, as our world spins out of control. 
- Maureen 



 

 

Page 12 

Three Wise Women (continued)  

What I’ve Learned During Covid-19: 
I sympathize with those who think the rest of 2020 
should be cancelled. Half the year is gone and I’m 
still not sure it’s safe to put away my winter clothes. 
As a woman of privilege, here are some things that I 
don’t miss: 
Perky food servers who are required to ask about my 
after-dinner plans but not required to keep their 
flowing locks out of the general vicinity of my food; 
Wandering in malls because it’s easier than going 
downtown to wander in a gallery or museum; 
People who make insensitive, inconsiderate, un-
Christian, self-serving statements with impunity. I 
know, they still make them, but there are more pub-
lic consequences now; 
Feeling too busy to email elected officials about poli-
cies and legislation; 
SportsCentre (come to think of it, anything related to 

televised sports); 
Feeling compelled to clean because someone might 
come over; 
Invitations to gatherings that include the words 
“business meeting”; 
Never seeing my neighbours. 
I believe that we have stumbled into the midst of a 
modern day industrial and cultural revolution. Some 
will thrive, some will survive. Some will, regardless of 
circumstances, complain bitterly and long for the 
days when they felt secure and comfortable. We’ve 
been confronted with hard truths about what our 
society values and how we treat others. We, as 
Christians, need to step up to the plate to advocate 
for real personal and economic social inclusion. Ad-
vice from a friend when someone felt betrayed, 
“You’ve had your cry, now get mad.” 
Have a safe and revolutionary summer!- Ruthann 

Getting to Know your “PEW SOUL MATE”: Hi to all St. Thomas members and adherents. We hope you will 
read our feature articles on our Pew Soul Mates on the next few pages. In these times of COVID-19, our 
Hospitality Committee is trying to help us know each other a little bit better by conducting interviews with 
our congregation members who have agreed to let their life story be briefly reviewed in print. Please let us 
know what you think of offering these personal stories and if YOU would be interested in participating by 
contacting the church office.—Lorraine Weller 

Member Feature: by Lori Weller, STUC Hospitality Committee 

Introducing  Arnold Murray: by Lori Weller 

On a lovely after-
noon in May, I had 
the pleasure of 
interviewing Ar-
nold and June 
Murray.  Many of 
you will know Ar-
nold as one of our 
flutists, a garden-
er, and as a Shrine 
Clown.  He has 

been part of our congregation since the mid-90’s.  
But there is more, much more to this man. Arnold R 
Murray was born in the Calgary General Hospital on 
March 1, 1929.  Just so you don’t have to subtract, 
this makes him 91 years of age.  He and June main-

tain a beautiful home and yard in Charleswood.  
June, at the age of 88, still delivers Meals on Wheels.  
They are spry, lively, witty folk.  One interesting bit 
of history is about Arnold’s parents.  His Dad, Elmer, 
came to the prairies on a “Harvest Train” from New 
Brunswick in 1905.  CP Rail provided transportation 
to bring young men west to help with harvest opera-
tions.  Elmer had trained as a typesetter, so following 
his stint as a hired man, he went to work for the Al-
bertan.  From there he moved to CPR, where he 
worked the remainder of his life.  Elsie Hediger, Ar-
nold’s mother, was born and raised in Switzerland, 
one of 14 children.   She graduated from nursing, and 
was promptly invited to join her brother in Calgary.   
  
                           Continued ... 



 

 

Her brother was a Moravian minister in Bridgeland.  
He sent her a one way ticke and she accepted.  She 
ended up nursing in the small SE Alberta town of Em-
press.  How did Elmer & Elsie meet?  Elmer was on 
the Empress Run of the CPR.  He fell ill, found himself 
being nursed back to health by Elsie at the Empress 
hospital, and apparently wooed her from his sick bed.  
Arnold took his schooling in Calgary, attending Mount 
Royal, Sunalta, and Calgary Collegiate High.   There he 
rubbed shoulders with many notable Albertans, such 
as Peter Lougheed and Ron Southern.  He was a good 
student, but maintains that his younger, only sibling 
was the “really smart one”.  Education was especially 
important to Arnold’s mother, Elsie.  She insisted that 
her sons attend university, but wait... there was only 
a university in Edmonton.  So,  Elmer and Elsie sold 
their Calgary home and bought a house in Edmonton 
close to U of A at 81 Ave and 110 St.  Arnold says that 
from the moment they moved in, the doorbell didn’t 
stop ringing.  Students needed room and board.  So, 
Elsie being Elsie, seized the opportunity and rented 
out rooms to students from that moment until her 
last days.  She worked hard at this, particularly be-
cause Elmer was still based out of Calgary CPR.   
Arnold completed his BSc in 1950 and then his MD in 
1954.  While in Edmonton, he attended McDougall 
United Church.  It was there he met June.  She was 
involved with the Youth Group.  Arnold claims to 
have beat out many other suitors.  During Arnold’s 
third year in Medicine, he won a scholarship from 
World University of Canada.  This involved a 6 week 
seminar to visit India.  The purpose of the organiza-
tion was to rebuild universities around the world fol-
lowing the devastations of WWI and WWII.  This trip 
would leave a lifelong impression on this young doc-
tor.  Following his graduation, he interned at the Roy-
al Alexandra Hospital in Edmonton and married June.  
During his internship, he happened to meet a Dr. 
Dobson from Grande Prairie.  Dr Dobson suggested 
that perhaps Arnold might like to become part of Dr. 
Dobson’s clinic there.  So off they went.   
Now June had been born and raised in Edmonton.  
Her dad was an accountant and owned a company 
that produced wood boxes.  She had no desire to 
move to a small town that was a LONG way from Ed-
monton.  But she did it.  And that is where they 
stayed until 1984.  Arnold loved the excitement of 
 

 working in small town Alberta.  They were so distant 
from major hospitals, that often he had to use radical 
techniques in emergency situations.  The learning 
curve was steep.  He worked with Dr Dobson for 4 
years, then formed a clinic with other doctors, then 
eventually opened his own clinic.  During this time, 
Arnold and June had baby Wendy, 1.5 years later ba-
by Heather, 1.5 years later twins Ian & Tim, 6 months 
later adopted Lee, and finally baby Alison.  Arnold 
was once required to calculate the hours he spent in 
practice.  To his surprise, it was 70 hours a week.  He 
delivered 2500 babies!  Plus, he was an active mem-
ber of the United Church; plus belonged to Shriners, 
Al Azhar, and Rotary; plus continued to play his flute 
with the community orchestra.  SO, who raised the 
children, kept his clothes clean, made his food, etc 
etc.??  During the interview, Arnold continually 
praised June for her contribution to their life in 
Grande Prairie.  It was a busy, satisfying time for 
them.  And June, after being a city girl, learned to 
love the small town atmosphere.   
During his time in Grande Prairie, Arnold was given 
another memorable opportunity.  A new hospital was 
being built, and the new hospital Administrator want-
ed a doctor and a nurse as active members of the 
planning committee.  Great foresight by this adminis-
trator!  Arnold was selected.  It required many hours 
of meetings, but oh, so interesting and educational. 
Following retirement, they moved to Calgary.  Arnold 
wasn’t quite ready to give up medicine.  He realized 
he liked Acute Care medicine.  He worked at Colonel 
Belcher with facial reconstruction, Holy Cross with 
colorectal surgery, Foothills in cardiac dept, to name 
a few.  He’s been selected for many honours.  He 
passed the CCFT, is an honorary FCFT, lifetime mem-
ber of both CMA and AMA.  If you want to know what 
all these letters mean... ask Arnold.   
Two interests recurred always in his life.  His music 
and his church association.  He played the flute in 
Junior High, High School, University, Edmonton Phil-
harmonic, Grande Prairie Community, and Calgary 
Symphony Orchestra.  He attended Scarboro UC, 
McDougall UC, St. Paul’s UC in Grande Prairie, and St 
Thomas United Church. 
 

Thank you Arnold and June for your dedication to 
making St Thomas and our world a better place.   
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Introducing Elaine Gray: by Lori Weller 

Canada is blessed with many true Canadians.  Elaine 
Gray is certainly one of them having lived in five 
different provinces!  Let’s briefly review Elaine’s Ca-
nadian life tour. 
Elaine’s parents, father Robert (Bob) Pugh, a Canadi-
an soldier from Montreal, Quebec, deployed to Eng-
land in WWII and Kay Ferguson, a feisty gal from 
South Shields (Northern England) met in England and 
were married in 1944.  After the war ended,  Kay and 
their infant son, Bobby, immigrated to Canada and 
lived in Montreal where Elaine’s sister, Rosanne, was 
born in 1947. Elaine’s dad decided to switch military 
forces and joined the navy, moving the family in the 
early 50’s to Dartmouth, NS.  He was very soon sailing 
to participate in the Korean conflict. Yes, P.O. Robert 
Pugh was a proud military man who gave much ser-
vice to Canada. 
Elaine was born in Halifax in 1956. Elaine’s mom was 
a British War Bride with lots of determination, love, 
and common sense.   When she went into labour at 
the local Catholic hospital, the nuns strongly encour-
aged her to “hold off having this baby on such an aus-
picious day, Friday the 13th (of April)”, she firmly re-
plied that she was “more than ready to deliver this 
baby NOW, no matter the date!”  Elaine heard this 
story many times over the years. 
The family lived in Dartmouth until 1960 when they 
moved back to Montreal.  It was in the English area of 
Montreal where Elaine completed her schooling and 
upon graduating, found work at an insurance compa-
ny and by taking further studies, Elaine became a 
commercial insurance underwriter. 
In the late 70’s and early 80’s Montreal, really all of 
Quebec, was in political turmoil with Rene Levesque 
and the Parti Quebecois.  Elaine, tired of the negativi-
ty and divisiveness decided in 1983 to head west to 
Vancouver to where her brother Bob had already 
moved. She enjoyed the west a lot. “People were 
much friendlier.  I could actually say “hello” to my bus 
driver and receive a pleasant reply back.” 
In 1985 she heard about a job opportunity in her field 
in Calgary. She flew over the mountains for an inter-
view and got the position.  One of her interviewers 
was a young handsome guy, David Gray. Unfortunate-
ly, David was being transferred back to Toronto and 
thus began a two year, long distance relationship.  

Elaine requested a 
transfer to Toron-
to (Ontario be-
coming her fifth 
province to abide 
in).  She and David 
were married 
there in 1989. 
In 1991, David 
was transferred 
back to Calgary.  
Here Elaine and David would finally settle;  buy their 
home in Silver Springs and build their family and fu-
ture.  Daughter, Breanna, was born in 1993. 
Important for both David and Elaine, one of their first 
must do’s was to find a church they could call home.  
They had attended Manor Road United in Toronto 
and so enjoyed the worship and participated in the 
church drama production of Godspell.  So when they 
visited St. Thomas United, the warm welcome by sev-
eral people and especially Harry and Elizabeth Moore, 
their souls were touched. The Grays began regularly 
attending St Thomas, joined the choir and helped 
with various church social functions. Breanna attend-
ed Sunday School, eventually junior & teen choirs as 
well as youth group. STUC is so fortunate to have this 
family as longtime active congregation members. 
Elaine has been busy at STUC in choir, helping plan 
women’s retreats, and most recently chairing the 
Paths to Reconciliation Committee to name a few are-
as.  As a family, they have attended Naramata Centre 
in BC for a week each summer for many years.   
Breanna is now married and living in Regina. She’s 
definitely taking after her mother’s trend of living in 
many provinces (grew up in AB, studied at SFU in BC , 
and now residing in SK. 
Thanks, Elaine, for sharing a glimpse of your life’s 
journey with all of us at STUC.  You are a kind, gener-
ous, calm, pleasant, well versed woman shaped by 
your flexibility, practicality, determinedness and love 
in meeting life head on across a most varied, expan-
sive country.   
May the blessings of God and your strong Faith al-
ways be with you and your family Elaine! 
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Birthday Visits 

Happy Birthday David! visited here by Cathy 
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Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, Naramata Centre has made the difficult decision to cancel all previously 
schedule summer programming.  Instead, they will be offering a hybrid of onsite and online programs.  As 
of June 26, onsite camping and accommodations will be offered at reduced capacity to residents of both 
B.C. and Alberta.  Additionally, they are offering a number of online programs during the summer and into 
the fall.  See https://www.naramatacentresociety.org/ for program descriptions and to register. 

Naramata Centre 

Happy Birthday Elaine! visited here by Lorraine 

Happy Birthday Lynn! visited here by Paul, Pam and Wanda 

https://www.naramatacentresociety.org/


 

 

Last But Not Least:  

ST. THOMAS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
If you stop receiving our weekly emails please let the 
office know. The program we use randomly disable 
accounts from time to time. It doesn’t mean we have 
intentionally removed you from our distribution list. 
We will only know that you are not receiving the 
emailed bulletins and newsletters if you let us know. 
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STAFF 
Ministers:  

Rev. Tracy Robertson 
tracyrobertson@stthomasunited.ca 

Rev. Justin McNeill  
justinmcneill@stthomasunited.ca 

 

Office Administrator:                     
Halyna Kinasevych  

office@stthomasunited.ca 
 

Sunday School & Nursery Coordinator: 
Erin MacLean-Berko  

  

Adult Choir: 
 Pam Bazinet  

Children’s Choir: 
Erin MacLean-Berko  

Youth Choir: 
  Barb Robertson  

Orchestra: 
Dick Worton  

Organist & Accompanist: 
Kari Orosz  

Youth Accompanist: 
  Kloria Wen           

Youth Leaders: 
Heather Robertson 

Eden Middleton 
Caitlin Hornbeck 

 

ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICES: 10:00 am 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvt-

BXFGvS5ATsSMot2xguQ 

The St. Thomas Newsletter: 
is  published bimonthly  

Submissions are due by the 15th of the preceding month.  
Send submissions to office@stthomasunited.ca 

Program/Event Registration:  
To register for any programs or events at St. Thomas  
please sign up online, or contact the church office. 

Baptism: 
If you are interested in baptism, please contact  

the church office. 

Here are our selections for 2020-2021 year: 
September:  
The Forest of Enchantments by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni         

The Diviners  by Margaret Laurence              
October:  
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot           
November: Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout                 
December: Educated  by Tara Westover                            
January: American Dirt  by Jeanine Cummins                    
February: Precious Cargo by Craig Davidson                     
March: How to Be An AntiRacist  by Ibram X Kedni    
April: By Chance Alone by Max Eisner                                  
May: Poles Apart by Terry Fallis                                             
 

The Forest of Enchantments: The Ramayana, one of the 
world's greatest epics, is also a tragic love story. In this bril-
liant retelling, Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni places Sita at the 
centre of the novel: this is Sita's version. The Forest of En-
chantments is also a very human story of some of the other 
women in the epic, often misunderstood and relegated to the 
margins: Kaikeyi, Surpanakha, Mandodari. A powerful com-
ment on duty, betrayal, infidelity and honour, it is also about 
women's struggle to retain autonomy in a world that privileg-
es men, as Chitra transforms an ancient story into a gripping, 
contemporary battle of wills. While the Ramayana resonates 
even today, she makes it more relevant than ever, in the un-
derlying questions in the novel: How should women be treat-
ed by their loved ones? What are their rights in a relation-
ship? When does a woman need to stand up and say, 
'Enough!' 
 
The Diviners: The fifth and final book-length fiction 
in Margaret Laurence's celebrated Manawaka series, is the 
story of Morag Gunn, a Manitoba prairie-born novelist and 
single mother, whose life and works loosely resemble Marga-
ret Laurence's own. The novel in the breadth of its vision and 

depth of its socio-cultural engagements, is widely consid-
ered to be Laurence's mas-
terpiece, and one of the 
greatest Canadian novels 
ever written. 
 

Please let Rachel know if you 
or anyone know of anyone 
who may be interested in 
joining us next year. Take 
very good care of yourselves 
over the summer! 

Book Club: Rachel Murray 


