
Prayers for Summer 2020  
 

I see a new heaven.  I see a new earth 
as the old one will pass away, 

where the fountain of life flows 
and without price goes 

to all people who abide in the land.  
 

Carolyn McDade 1979 
 
 

As summer days fall upon us  
with their heat and humidity,  

refresh us, O God. 
Bring rain to the parched places  

in our world and in our lives  
that we might grow and flourish 

as your well-watered garden. 
Bring strength and relief  

to those who are worn down 
by endless worry, hours of grinding work 
and the erosion of health and happiness. 

Bring hope to those who are crushed 
by years of injustice and neglect.  

Bring the delight of companionship  
to those who have suffered in isolation.  

Bring us the energy and courage  
to cross the chasms 

that so often divide us, 
that we may work together  

for your vision 
of a new heaven and a new earth. 

Refresh us, O God.  Amen. 
 

by Kathy Toivanen 

                        
 
 

Online VU = Voices United         MV = More Voices 
You will find the link to our online service  

via our website: https://stthomasunited.ca/  
 

Sunday, August 16, 2020 
Theme: “Cleanliness is Next to Godliness”  

  

Prelude: Kari Orosz: ‘Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters                                                                 
          VU#442 
Welcome to our Online Worship Service       
Acknowledgement of Treaty 7, Métis Region 3 Land 

Candle Lighting & Silence 

Introit: Like a Rock                          MV#92  

Call to Worship 

Opening Prayer: Holy God, we gather as a community, each 

knowing that we are not perfect, yet in your love we are 

made whole. Be with us as we gather that through one an-

other and your place in our midst, we might be made ever 

closer to your image in our lives. Amen. 

Hymn: Shall We Gather at the River        VU#710 

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 7:1 & James 4: 7-10  

Reader: Elaine Gray 

The Message:  “Cleanliness is Next to Godliness”  

Ministry of Music: Adult Choir: A Clean Heart by Benjamin 

Harlan  

Invitation to Open Hands 

Offertory Prayer: Holy One, we give thanks for all that has 

been gifted to us.  In this time, may we return a portion of 

these gifts back to the world around us through this mission 

and ministry.  Help us to be your light and your love through 

gift and action, together as your people, Amen. 

Hymn: Gather Us In               MV#7 

Pastoral Prayers & Prayer of Jesus 

Hymn:  Take Time to be Holy                          VU#672 

Commissioning & Benediction 

Postlude: Kari Orosz: Hands Clean Alanis Morissette 



UPDATES 
 

Birthdays and Celebrations: We have had a fun summer surprising folks with 
greetings at their front door, or someone else's backyard.  It's easy to arrange a 
surprise visit, as I've managed to pull together an enthusiastic Birthday 
Club.  HOWEVER, I can't do this unless I KNOW ABOUT DATES OF CELEBRA-
TIONS.    Please rat on your neighbour, tattle on your spouse, somehow get the 
information of upcoming important dates to me.  I'll take it from there. So, for all 
those I've missed.  Sorry, didn't know! Wanda Veer, Hospitality Committee.  403 
239 5964.  wandaveer47@gmail.com 

Coffee Chat Sunday Mornings! Join us Sunday mornings, as we gather via 
Zoom for a time to watch the online worship service together as community 
starting around 9:45 am with the service starting at 10:00 am.  Then stay after 
the service for a time of checking in and conversation.  To register and receive 
the Zoom invite, send us an email at coffee-chat@stthomasunited.ca and we 
will email the information out on Friday afternoons.  
 

Youth Group: To do our part in practicing social (physical) distancing, youth 
group is meeting virtually through zoom, WhatsApp, and more! If you would like 
updates about what we are doing or if any youth (grade 7-10) would like to join 
us virtually, please email the youth leaders at youth@sttomasunited.ca.  
 

Junior Youth Group is NOW meeting virtually through ZOOM every two weeks. 
The dates are: August 14 & 28.  Interested and in grades 4-6? Email junior-
youth@sttomasunited.ca and we’ll add them to the distribution list.  
 

Newsletter Submission Deadline: If you have a submission for the Sept-Oct 
Newsletter, please email it to the office by Monday, August 17. Thank you! 
 
 

Veteran’s Food Bank: As the need continues, please consider donating via mail 
to this worthy cause. You can mail your donation to: Veterans Assoc. Food Bank 
#10, 820 – 28 St NE Calgary, AB  T2A 7X1. Receipts will be issued for donations of 
$20 or more.  Be sure to include your mailing address with your cheque.  
 

 

mailto:wandaveer47@gmail.com
mailto:youth@sttomasunited.ca


UPDATES 
 

Wanda’s Preserves: COVID-19 has not stopped production of delicious jams 
and jellies in the Veer household.  If you would like to purchase any preserves, 
please contact me.  I have a list of inventory and will be happy to drop them off 
for you.  Thank you to those of you who dropped by this summer to purchase 
items and drop off jars.  Wanda Veer.  403 239 5964.  587 224 5455.   

 

Here is some lovely feedback regarding our online worship: 
 

On behalf of the Worship Committee at Salisbury United Church, Sherwood 
Park, Alberta, I want to thank everyone there for making your summer worship 
services available on Youtube. Our minister, Rev. Britt Aerhart, has been on holi-
days and our committee decided to take a virtual tour of United Churches 
across Canada during her absence. A member of our congregation recommend-
ed St. Thomas because her parents attended and enjoy being part of your 
church very much. We reviewed your July 12 service with the message by Tracy 
Robertson and then shared it on Zoom with our congregation. The service was a 
very meaningful and much appreciated. We hope you are all coping during 
these different and sometimes difficult times. May God’s blessings be with you 
as you reach out to people in their homes, and plan for your reopening. Take 
good care, Val Hunt  
 
We encourage you to keep in touch via: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/st.thomasunitedchurch/   
and Twitter: https://twitter.com/st_thomas_yyc  
 

Contact our office to receive our email announcements. 
 

St Thomas is also on YouTube!  It’s  easy  to  subscribe  to  our  bi-weekly   
videos and worship services and watch them at your leisure.  Just go to:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvt-BXFGvS5ATsSMot2xguQ 
and click on “subscribe” on  the top right corner.  
Please also share this link with others and help us get to 100 subscribers! 
 



BEYOND ST THOMAS 
 

SA Foundation's Advocacy Centre and Global Wonders Boutique- Be A Cham-
pion for Freedom! During the recent lockdown, the issue of sex trafficking has 
not gone away and the SAFoundation is working hard to address this injustice. 
The foundation provides long term housing, recovery and training for women 
and their children escaping human trafficking and sexual exploitation.   Did you 
know that we have an Advocacy Centre right here in Calgary? (4031 Brentwood 
Road NW).  Come and experience the audio/visual tour at our Advocacy Centre 
and learn more about the issue of sex trafficking and how the SAFoundation is 
ensuring ‘Her’ freedom.    Alongside our Advocacy Centre, we have the Global 
Wonders Products of Hope Boutique where you can purchase items that have 
been made by the women in our recovery and job skills programs with 100% of 
proceeds going back to supporting her freedom and future.   Our products 
make an excellent & unique teacher gift! SAFoundation’s Advocacy Centre and 
Global Wonders Boutique are open by appointment only for the summer:  call 
or text us to set up your personal & private tour or shopping experience and 
find out how you can become a Champion for Freedom!  403-875-5111,  
melonie@safoundation.com. www.beaglobalwonder.com.   
 

Why Basic Income (BI)? We have many support programs in Canada that are 
not working to lift people out of poverty but rather creating generational pov-
erty.  Our welfare system which was designed to ensure Canadians could pay 
rent and buy food, does not allow them to improve their lives but instead, pe-
nalizes them.  Their welfare cheques are clawed back dollar for dollar if they 
earn additional money to support themselves.  When they start to work they 
lose any financial support they had such as subsidized housing and child care.  
The current system does not encourage people to want to do better for them-
selves, which is what BI would do.  BI is designed to catch people as soon as 
their income drops, helping them over the hurdle of finding new work, sup-
porting them while they retrain or allowing them time to start their own busi-
ness and return to being self supporting.  It has been proven, by the many trial 
projects, (two in Canada) to bring people back into the workforce and into 
better jobs.     `           Continued…. 



BEYOND ST THOMAS 
 
 

Why Basic Income continued… 
It takes away the stress of poverty and income uncertainty, creating healthier fami-
lies and reducing mental and physical health care costs.  It has been shown to re-
duce crime, as many crimes are a result of desperation. BI would save money in 
court and detention costs and save people from a life destroyed by crime.  If feder-
al and provincial governments worked together to implement BI to replace welfare 
programs and complement our current social service programs, the cost savings 
could make the implementation affordable for Canada. If there is anything that 
this pandemic has taught us, it is that we can all find ourselves, at some time in 
our lives, needing a helping hand to survive.  BI would do that, allowing all Canadi-
ans to live with dignity, and isn’t that the Socially Just way we want Canada to be?  
This is an opportunity for us to come out of the pandemic with a program that will 
create a better life for many Canadians. We ask you to write to your MP to request 
that the government implement BI.  The Calgary Alliance for the Common Good 
website offers a sample letter, contact info for your MP, and a copy of the letter 
that the Alliance sent to Prime Minister Trudeau, Deputy Prime Minister Freeland 
and Minister of Finance Bill Morneau.  Go to the CACG website to find out more: 
https://www.calgarycommongood.org/basic_income. If you would like to discuss 
Basic Income more please contact Rev. Tracy, Brian Dodd or Karen Kavanagh as we 
are the all on the CAGC Basic Income Team. 

https://www.calgarycommongood.org/basic_income


THIS WEEK AT ST. THOMAS 

Sunday, August 16 Online Worship only 
Monday, August 17 no events 
Tuesday, August 18  
4—10 pm  Karate 
Wednesday,  August 19  
7:00 pm   12 Step Group 
Thursday, August 20  
4—10 pm  Karate 
Friday, August 21 
 1:30 pm  Al Madinah Islamic Assembly 
 6:30 pm  Virtual Jr. Youth Group 

 7:00 pm  Virtual Youth Group 

Saturday, August 22 no events 
 

Ministers: Rev. Tracy Robertson, Rev. Justin McNeill 
Office Administrator: Halyna Kinasevych 
Music Team:  Pam Bazinet, Barb Robertson,  
  Dick Worton, Erin MacLean-Berko 
Accompanists:  Kari Orosz, Kloria Wen 
Youth Leaders:  Heather Robertson,  
  Eden Middleton, Caitlin Hornbeck 
Sunday School Coordinator:  Erin MacLean-Berko 
Office Email: office@stthomasunited.ca 
Any announcements, advertisements, or requests for 
non-church related products, services, or donations to 
organizations contained in this bulletin/newsletter 
should not be interpreted as recommendations, en-
dorsements, or permissions by St. Thomas United  
Church. 

Upcoming Service Themes: 
August 16: Cleanliness is Next to  
                    Godliness 
August 23: Money is the Root of ALL Evil 
August 30: Everything Happens for a   
                    Reason  
September 6: Calgary Pride Sunday  
     City Wide Service  

Through our gifts we commit ourselves to 
live out the mission and ministry of the 
church. Please give generously to the Mis-
sion and Service Fund to make this possi-
ble. 

St. Thomas is an Affirming Ministry within 
The United Church of Canada. LGBTQ2 
people are whole people and full mem-
bers in this community of faith.  

The United Church of Canada St. Thomas is  
proud to be part of the United Church of     
Canada which ministers to close to 3 million 
people in 3,500 congregations across the 
country. For more info about the United       
Church visit www.united-church.ca  

100 Hawkwood Blvd. NW Calgary AB T3G 2S9  
office@stthomasunited.ca 

www.stthomasunited.ca     403-241-0366 

We give great thanks to all who participated in 
making this week’s worship service a reality. 

  Each Sunday we acknowledge that we are on 
  Treaty 7 land, not out of guilt or shame, but  
  in recognition of the land on which we gath-

er. We give thanks for the traditional territo-
ries and oral practices that have lived on this 
land for thousands of years through the 
Indigenous Nations of the Siksika, Kanai, 
Piikani. Stoney-Nakota and Tsuut’ina and all 
people  who make their homes in this, our 
Treaty 7 region of Alberta, and the Region 3 
Métis Nation. 


