
Back to School Prayer 
 

Dear God, with a new school year upon us,  

we pray for our...  

STUDENTS, that You would ease their anxiety about 

going back to school amidst the pandemic. We pray 

for safety for those returning to in-person classes, 

and for the needed technology, self-discipline, and 

adult oversight for those learning online. That every 

child has enough to eat, a supportive network of 

friends and family, and perseverance to face every 

challenge with Your strength. 
 

 PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS, that You would grant 

them wisdom about which schooling option to 

choose. We pray for your provision physically, spirit-

ually, emotionally, and financially. We pray for a 

support system that they can turn to when the chal-

lenges of life are overwhelming. We pray for church-

es and believers to surround local families with more 

prayer and support this year than ever before.  
 

 TEACHERS AND SCHOOL STAFF, that You would 

grant them supernatural peace and discernment. 

We pray for wisdom for school leaders, and for the 

safety of every staff person at every school and cam-

pus. May the community rally around our schools to 

provide the sanitization, supplies, and emotional 

support needed by our teachers and school staff as 

they educate our children and young people.  
 

CHURCH VOLUNTEERS, that Your goodness would be 

evident through our actions as we love the students 

and school staff as You first loved us. Especially 

amidst this pandemic, grant us opportunities to de-

velop meaningful relationships in safe ways, and 

may we strive to serve as Jesus did with grace and 

humility. We pray that students and teachers would 

see You through us. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.  

  

                  
 
 

Online VU = Voices United         MV = More Voices 
You will find the link to our online service  

via our website: https://stthomasunited.ca/  
Sunday, August 30, 2020 

Theme: Everything Happens for a Reason  
  

Prelude: Kari Orosz: Feather Theme (from Forrest Gump)’ by 
Alan Silvestri 
Welcome to our Online Worship Service       
Acknowledgement of Treaty 7, Métis Region 3 Land 

Candle Lighting & Silence 

Introit: Like a Rock                          MV#92  

Call to Worship 

Opening Prayer: Holy God, we see you at work in our lives. In 

the small ways we strain to notice, and in the marvellous ways 

your work is made known. Help us to trust in you as we live out 

our lives. Help us to act according to the freedom you have gift-

ed us, to think, to dream, and to overcome; trusting that you are 

with us, yearning for good things even amidst the challenges of 

the world.  Help us to see your place, to acknowledge the strug-

gles, and to trust that you are with us, for we are not alone, 

thanks be to God. Amen. 

Hymn: Be Thou My Vision (Verses 1-4)                       VU#642 

Scripture: Deuteronomy 30:1-5 Reader: Stu Robbins  

The Message:  Everything Happens for a Reason  

Ministry of Music: The Strummers Brand New Dawn by Hans 

Theessink 

Invitation to Open Hands 

Offertory Prayer: Holy One, may the gifts of our living, the 

outpouring of our hearts, and the service of our hands be sign 

and symbol of your place in our midst.  Help us to support and 

overcome the struggles of this world, in our lives and in your 

world.  May these things we offer be used to enable your mis-

sion and ministry, now and always. Amen.  

Hymn: Gather Us In               MV#7 

Pastoral Prayers & Prayer of Jesus 

Hymn:  One More Step Along The World I Go          VU#639 

Commissioning & Benediction 

Postlude: Kari Orosz: Let It Be by John Lennon and Paul  

McCartney 



UPDATES 
 

Birthdays and Celebrations: We have had a fun summer surpris-
ing folks with greetings at their front door, or someone else's 
backyard.  It's easy to arrange a surprise visit, as I've managed to 
pull together an enthusiastic Birthday Club.  HOWEVER, I can't do 
this unless I KNOW ABOUT DATES OF CELEBRATIONS.    Please rat 
on your neighbour, tattle on your spouse, somehow get the in-

formation of upcoming important dates to me.  I'll take it from there. So, for all 
those I've missed.  Sorry, didn't know! Wanda Veer, Hospitality Committee.  403 
239 5964.  wandaveer47@gmail.com 
 

Coffee Chat Sunday Mornings! Join us Sunday mornings 
as we gather via Zoom for a time to watch the online wor-
ship service together as community starting around 9:45 
am with the service starting at 10 am.  Then stay after the 
service for a time of checking in and conversation.  To reg-
ister and receive the Zoom invite, send us an email at cof-
fee-chat@stthomasunited.ca and we’ll email the info out 
on Friday afternoons.  
 

 

Youth Group: To do our part in practicing so-
cial (physical) distancing, youth group is 
meeting virtually through zoom, WhatsApp, 
and more! If you would like updates about 
what we are doing or if any youth (grade 7-10) 
would like to join us virtually, please email the 

youth leaders at youth@sttomasunited.ca.  

Junior Youth Group is NOW meeting virtually through ZOOM every two weeks. 
The next one is on August 28.  Interested and in grades 4-6? Email junior-
youth@sttomasunited.ca and we’ll add them to the distribution list.  

 

 

mailto:wandaveer47@gmail.com
mailto:youth@sttomasunited.ca


UPDATES 
 

Grocery Gift Card Sales will start up again on Sept. 1.   Cards 
are available for Safeway/Sobeys, Co-op and Superstore in 
$50’s and $100’s.  Email fundraising@stthomasunited.ca with 
your order and we can arrange pickup/delivery.   Thank you 
for your support. Richard Taylor-Kerr 
 

Veteran’s Food Bank: As the need continues, please consider donating via mail 
to this worthy cause. You can mail your donation to: Veterans Assoc. Food Bank 
#10, 820 – 28 St NE Calgary, AB  T2A 7X1. Receipts will be issued for donations 
of $20 or more.  Be sure to include your mailing address with your cheque.  
 
Hello from the Affirming Commit-
tee!  We are happy to remind folks 
about the City-Wide Pride service on 
Sunday, September  6 at 10 AM! It is 
an online service hosted by numerous 
affirming churches throughout Calga-
ry, including St. Thomas. Here is  link 
from STUC’s Facebook page: 
 https://www.facebook.com/
events/3879084855439918/ 
Hope to see you there!  
 
 
We are holding an affirming movie afternoon on Saturday, August 29 at 2 pm. It 
will be online via Zoom and another yet to be determined video sharing app. 
We will be showing an episode of Netflix's Queer Eye, as well as having a dis-
cussion afterwards. If you would like to attend, please send me an email at af-
firming@stthomasunited.ca. More info to come. Hope to see some of ya'll 
there! Evangeline Robertson, Affirming Committee Chair 
 

 



BEYOND ST THOMAS 

 
Art Display at Crowfoot Library 
Artist Suzanne L. T. Jensen (who created 
this beautiful rendition of St Thomas 
which hangs in our church library) also 
created a series of artwork called UHURU 
(which means ‘freedom’ in Swahili). Forty-
three black people, among others, posed 
as models for the artwork. The models 
came from all walks of life including a den-
tal hygienist/gospel singer, an aspiring 
writer, musicians and athletes. The art-
work was created between the years 1987 
– 1989. Of course this was in an era before 
cell phones and personal computers were 
commonplace. After viewing some of 

Jensen’s work, Todd Hirsch, A Board of Governor member at Calgary’s Glen-
bow Museum said, “I LOVED the art work -- it was so beautiful and truly the 
artist is amazing.”  
 

Currently, four pieces of art are on display at the Calgary Public Library – 
Crowfoot location, until the end of this Saturday, August 29. Five different 
pieces of Jensen’s artwork will then be on display for the month of Septem-
ber at Crowfoot Library. We invite you to come take a look at the artwork 
on display for the first time in 30 years. Crowfoot Library is located at 8665 
Drive NW. Questions may be directed to Lynda Greuel @ 403-401-3644 or 
Lynda@hillcrestevents.ca.  
 

Stay tuned for more about the history of Suzanne’s art piece of St Thomas in 
our own church will be in our Nov-Dec newsletter.  



BEYOND ST THOMAS 
  `     

Building Mental Health Resiliency: Wed. Sept 16, 7:00 pm 
We are only beginning to understand the significant connections between our 
mental and physical health. Join us for a webinar on Building Mental Health 
Resiliency to learn about the "mix of six," resiliency factors that contribute to 
health and well-being. These resiliency factors: love and support, stress man-
agement, sleep, physical activity, diet and healthy environment, can be sup-
ported by mind-body practices that reduce stress, including the practice of 
mindfulness. Bess Yang and John Wang will present an overview of Mental 
Health Resiliency. Doctors Linda Carlson and Bonnie Caplan will present on re-
siliency factors, such as mental health & nutrition and the benefits of medita-
tion, yoga, and Tai Chi for stress reduction. Click on the link below to register: 
https://www.calgarycommongood.org/resiliency_factors_for_health_well_being  

Defend Alberta Parks Campaign  Letters to MLAs and lawn signs in Calgary 
The Alberta government is planning to close 20 parks and remove 164 from 
the Alberta Parks system. A total of 175 parks (37% of Alberta parks) will lose 
protection and Albertans could lose access. 4,400 campsites may be lost. 7 of 
10 Albertans oppose these closures / removals. This decision was made with-
out public consultation and without evidence of cost savings.  
We need your help. The changes are not yet final. Please join the Alberta Envi-
ronmental Network, CPAWS Northern Alberta and CPAWS Southern Alberta 
and tens of thousands of Albertans who have already spoken up against these 
changes. Tell your MLA that Alberta Parks are important to you and should not 
be closed / removed. We are mobilizing an MLA letter-writing and lawn sign 
campaign in Calgary - please find us at www.defendabparks.ca. Go 
to  www.defendabparks.ca to send a letter to your MLA, request a lawn sign, 
donate or volunteer. And please spread the word and tell others. Thank you! 
For more information contact info@defendabparks.ca. 

https://www.calgarycommongood.org/resiliency_factors_for_health_well_being
http://defendabparks.ca/
https://www.calgarycommongood.org/r?u=a4mDxpfTSIt3PCTlOMw7FCofHksebPHrQsDpAQcT7GY&e=26009ce3082fa2602d207d4983f1eae8&utm_source=commongoodyyc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly_news_events&n=4
https://www.calgarycommongood.org/r?u=a4mDxpfTSIt3PCTlOMw7FCofHksebPHrQsDpAQcT7GY&e=26009ce3082fa2602d207d4983f1eae8&utm_source=commongoodyyc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly_news_events&n=5
mailto:info@defendabparks.ca


We encourage you to keep in touch via: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/st.thomasunitedchurch/   
and Twitter: https://twitter.com/st_thomas_yyc  
 

Contact our office to receive our email announcements. 
 

St Thomas is also on YouTube!  It’s  easy  to  subscribe  to  our  bi-weekly   
videos and worship services and watch them at your leisure.  Just go to:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvt-BXFGvS5ATsSMot2xguQ 
and click on “subscribe” on  the top right corner.  
Please also share this link with others and help us get to 100 subscribers! 
 
Any announcements, advertisements, or requests for non-church related products, services 
or donations to organizations contained in this bulletin should not be interpreted as recom-
mendations, endorsements, or permissions by St Thomas United  Church. 

We give great thanks to all who participat-
ed during  August in making the worship 
services a reality: 
 
 

Weekly: Kari & Mike Orosz, Pam Bazinet, Ron French, Elaine & Richard  
Taylor-Kerr 
Aug 2: Dick Worton, Erin MacLean-Berko, Dmetri Berko & Teen Choir 
Aug 9: David Gray & Teen Choir 
Aug 16: John & Barb Robertson, Christina Robertson, Adult Choir & Teen 
Choir 
Aug 23: Dick Worton, John & Barb Robertson, Christine Robertson & Teen 
Choir 
Aug 30: John & Barb Robertson, Christina Robertson, the Strummers & 
Teen Choir 



THIS WEEK AT ST. THOMAS 

Sunday, August 30 Online Worship only 
Monday, August 31 no events 
Tuesday, Sept 1  
4—10 pm  Karate 
Wednesday,  Sept 2  
7:00 pm   12 Step Group 
Thursday, Sept 3  
4—10 pm  Karate 
Friday, Sept 4 
 1:30 pm  Al Madinah Islamic Assembly 
 6:30 pm  Virtual Jr. Youth Group 

 7:00 pm  Virtual Youth Group 

Saturday, Sept 5  no events 
 

Ministers: Rev. Tracy Robertson, Rev. Justin 
McNeill 
Office Administrator: Halyna Kinasevych 
Music Team:  Pam Bazinet, Barb Robertson,  
  Dick Worton, Erin MacLean-Berko 
Accompanists:  Kari Orosz, Kloria Wen 
Youth Leaders:  Heather Robertson,  
  Eden Middleton, Caitlin Hornbeck 
Sunday School Coordinator:  Erin MacLean-Berko 
Office Email: office@stthomasunited.ca 
 

Upcoming Service Themes: 
Aug 30:     Everything Happens for a   
                  Reason  
Sept 6:      Calgary Pride Sunday  
                  City Wide Service  
Sept 13:   Creation Time:  
                  The Lands We Travel On 
Sept  20:  The Bread We Eat 

Through our gifts we commit ourselves to 
live out the mission and ministry of the 
church. Please give generously to the Mis-
sion and Service Fund to make this possi-
ble. 

St. Thomas is an Affirming Ministry within 
The United Church of Canada. LGBTQ2 
people are whole people and full mem-
bers in this community of faith.  

The United Church of Canada St. Thomas is  
proud to be part of the United Church of     
Canada which ministers to close to 3 million 
people in 3,500 congregations across the 
country. For more info about the United       
Church visit www.united-church.ca  

100 Hawkwood Blvd. NW  
Calgary AB T3G 2S9  

office@stthomasunited.ca 
www.stthomasunited.ca      

403-241-0366 

  Each Sunday we acknowledge that we are on 
  Treaty 7 land, not out of guilt or shame, but  
  in recognition of the land on which we gath-

er. We give thanks for the traditional territo-
ries and oral practices that have lived on this 
land for thousands of years through the 
Indigenous Nations of the Siksika, Kanai, 
Piikani. Stoney-Nakota and Tsuut’ina and all 
people  who make their homes in this, our 
Treaty 7 region of Alberta, and the Region 3 
Métis Nation. 


