
 Thanksgiving Prayer 
 

God, giver of all good, 

you continually pour your benefits upon us. 

Age after age the living wait upon you and find 

that your faithfulness has no end, 

that your care is unfailing. 

We praise you that the mystery of life 

is a mystery of infinite goodness. 

We praise you 

for the order and constancy of nature; 

for the beauty and bounty of the earth; 

for day and night, summer and winter, 

seedtime and harvest; 

for the varied gifts of loveliness                   

which every season brings. 

We give you thanks 

for all the comfort and joy of life, 

for our homes, for our friends, 

and for all the love, sympathy, and goodwill   

of all people. 

Amen. 

—from Celebrate God's Presence:  
A Book of Services for The United Church of 

Canada (UCPH, 2000) 

                  
 
 

Online VU = Voices United         MV = More Voices 
You will find the link to our online service  

via our website: https://stthomasunited.ca/  
 

Sunday, October 11, 2020 
Theme: Stewardship Campaign Week 2 

In What Do We Put Our Faith? 
 

Prelude: Kari Orosz: Thanksgiving Theme by Vince Guaraldi 
Welcome to our Online Worship Service       
Acknowledgement of Treaty 7, Métis Region 3 Land 

Candle Lighting & Silence 

Introit: What Can I Do? (x2)                                                 MV#191 

Call to Worship 

Opening Prayer: Holy God, help us trust in more than we can 
see, more than we can count, and more than we can squirrel 
away. Help us to know that what we have is not the problem 
but that which makes us mistrust and yearn for more keeps us 
from your love. In this time help us to know that we are enough, 
who we are and as we are, made perfect by your sight. Amen.  
Hymn: Come, You Thankful People, Come             VU#516 

Scripture: Matthew 19:16-22 Reader: Sherrill Knight 

The Message:  In What Do We Put Our Faith? 

Ministry of Music: The Quartet—If Ye Love Me by Thomas Tallis  

Minute for Ministry: Collaborative Music throughout COVID-19 

Invitation to Open Hands 

Offertory Prayer: Holy One. in your sight and by your grace we 
are your people made in your image. Out of that which we have, 
we have some to spare; some that we can give back to you. In 
thanks for what we have and in trust for what we can do to-
gether, we offer what we have with joy and trust today. Amen. 
Hymn: Open Our Hearts (English, French, English)           MV#21 

Pastoral Prayers & Prayer of Jesus 

Hymn:  I Am a Child of God                                                  MV#157  

Commissioning & Benediction 

Postlude: Kari Orosz: Simple Man by Gary Rossington  

& Ronnie Van Zant  



STEWARDSHIP 
 

What a different year 2020 has been for each of 
us and for St. Thomas United Church and our 
community.  We would love nothing more than 
to see your smiling faces at St. Thomas in per-
son for our annual Stewardship Campaign.   
We know you will be so relieved to hear there 

will still be a Stewardship Campaign - it will be coming to you virtually via 
Livestream and YouTube as well as on our St. Thomas Giving webpage – https://
stthomasunited.ca/giving/.  The 2020 Stewardship Campaign kick-off was during 
the Sunday October 4th service with great messages from our St. Thomas Minis-
try, Stewardship, Finance and Worship Teams.  If you haven’t already watched 
the service, check it out our webpage https://stthomasunited.ca/services/  
or visit St Thomas United Church’s YouTube Channel https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCvt-BXFGvS5ATsSMot2xguQ   
This year’s theme is Loving Our Neighbours.  It is based on Mark 12:31 “You shall 
love your neighbour as yourself”. When we love our neighbour, we desire for 
them all those good things both for the body and for the soul that we desire for 
ourselves. I think we can all agree that our world could use more neighbourly 
love right now! For this year’s campaign, we ask you to please:  
 

 Review our 2020 Stewardship Campaign information by going to our St. 
Thomas Giving webpage - https://stthomasunited.ca/giving/ and clicking on 
the following link 2020 Loving Our Neighbour Stewardship Campaign Stew-
ardship Package.  

 

 Complete your 2020 Stewardship Pledges by clicking on the following link to 
access your St. Thomas United Church – 2020 Commitment Pledge Form.  
When you’ve completed your Stewardship Pledge Form, click the Submit 
button. It will be securely submitted to our Office Administrator Halyna.   

 
Continued….. 
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STEWARDSHIP (continued) 
 

 For PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) sign-up requests 
or changes, please click the following link to access the 
form St. Thomas United Church – 2020 PAR Authoriza-
tion Form.  When you’ve completed your PAR Form, 
click the Submit button. It will be securely submitted to 
our church office.  

 

 If you or someone you know does not have access to a computer or to our 
website, please call the church office at 403-241-0366 and we will gladly 
mail a copy of this material. 

 
UPDATES 

 
Join us as we explore the bible as a whole using the 
resource Animate: Bible.  In each session, we will 
watch a video featuring a leading voice from the 
Christian faith, spend time on personal reflection and 
journaling, and share ideas with the group. Topics in-
clude: Cannon, History, Testaments, Gospels, Genre, 
Interpretation, and Grace. Please contact Rev. Tracy if you’re interested: tracy-
robertson@stthomasunited.ca. Depending on numbers, we may meet in-
person or via Zoom. Stay tuned for start date mid-October. 
 

Collaborative Confirmation Classes with Symons Valley Unit-
ed Church will begin after  Thanksgiving for anyone interested 
in becoming a member of the church and   learning about the 
United Church, diving deeper into their spirituality, and gain 
confidence around naming their faith. This is open to mature 
youth or adults. Please contact Rev. Tracy if you’re interested: 
tracyrobertson@stthomasunited.ca. The group will be a mix-
ture of in-person and virtual gatherings. 

https://stthomasunited.ca/par-authorization-form/
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UPDATES 
 

 

HUB & School Support Group Initiative:  Hi everyone - My 
name is Sharon Ramraj-Thompson and I am a member of St. 
Thomas (as well as St. David’s UC). I have three children ages 
6, 9, and 12. My oldest child is attending jr high, and my two 
other children are HUB schooling in grades 2 & 4. I am hop-
ing to start a HUB support group where parents can email, 
check in on how things are going, and support each other -no matter what 
grades or schools our children are in. We could also create a Google Meets 
group.  The goal is to offer a community of connection in these challenging 
times. If this interests you please email me at sharon_ramraj@shaw.ca.  

 

Youth Group continues to meet weekly for social 
events with a mix of in-person, physically distanced 
and virtual meetings through zoom, WhatsApp and 
more! If you would like updates or if any youth (grade 
7-10) would like to join us, please email the youth 
leaders at youth@sttomasunited.ca.  

Junior Youth Group is meeting virtually through ZOOM every second week. 
Upcoming meetings are Oct 23, Nov 6 & 20, Dec 4 & 18. Interested and in 
grades 4-6? Just email junioryouth@sttomasunited.ca. 

Change in Youth leadership:  After 2.5 years as a leader for the St. Thomas 
Youth Group, Eden Middleton has decided to step back from the role to focus 
more on her studies. She is willing to sub occasionally if needed and may be 
interesting in returning as a leader at some time in the future.  On behalf of 
St. Thomas, I would like to thank Eden for her work with the youth and wish 
her all the best.  She will be missed.   Elaine Taylor-Kerr  

Opening for a Youth Leader:  We are looking for someone to join the youth 
leader team.  Anyone interested should submit a resume to youth-
advisory@stthomasunited.ca by Oct 15.  
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UPDATES 

 

Youth Choir meets in-person for Wednesday 
evening practices. If you would like to join us 
please fill out the youth choir registration 
at  https://stthomasunited.ca/music/youth-
choir/ and send to at barbrob@telus.net. To 
receive more information about in-person 

practice protocol, please contact Barbara Robertson. We are learning music 
for a special Christmas virtual presentation to share with the congregation.  
 
Please note that the deadline for the 
November-December Newsletter sub-
missions is Tuesday, October 15th.  
Thank you! 

 

Reminder: If you need to come by the church building 
for any reason, we ask that you contact the office by 
email or phone with your desired date and time. This 
way we can ensure safe access as well as having re-
quired information for contact tracing should a COVID-
19 outbreak occur. A sign in sheet will be on located in 
the Narthex on the drop off/pick up table. Thank you in 
advance for your understanding and cooperation. 

 
Grocery Gift Card Sales are available for Safeway/
Sobeys, Co-op and Superstore in $50’s and $100’s.  Email 
fundraising@stthomasunited.ca with your order and we 
can arrange pickup/delivery.   Thank you for your support. 
Richard Taylor-Kerr 



BEYOND ST THOMAS 
 
Are you curious about the work the Calgary Alliance for the Common Good 
(CACG) is doing?  Would you like to find ways to get involved?  Are you 
wondering if our membership fee is worth it? Here is a perfect opportunity!   
 

Please join us for the CACG Fall Assembly. The Assembly is a time for Alliance 
members to gather to engage in public action, to challenge those in power 
to act for the common good of Calgarians, and to remind ourselves and oth-
ers of the strength that comes when we stand together as one.  One year 
ago, we held our founding assembly.  
 

On October 29 at 7 pm we will gather online to mark our successes over the 
past year.  We will also come together to advance both the conversation 
about Calgary's budget and its relationship to the future of our city and, and 
how CACG will continue to move towards reconciliation while holding those 
in power accountable. This assembly will launch our public action on the 
City Budget and will advance Truth and Reconciliation through the creation 
of Indigenous Liaison Officers.  
 

Pre-registration for the Oct 29th assembly is required via the CAGC website:   
https://www.calgarycommongood.org/events.  Please also let me know if 
you are planning to attend so that I can determine the congregations’ inter-
est: karenkavanagh80@gmail.com . Thank you! - Karen Kavanagh 
 
 



We encourage you to keep in touch via: 
Facebook: 
 https://www.facebook.com/st.thomasunitedchurch/   
and Twitter:  
https://twitter.com/st_thomas_yyc  
and please contact our office to receive our biweekly 
email announcements. 

 

St Thomas is also on YouTube!  It’s  easy  to  subscribe  to  our  bi-weekly   
videos and worship services and watch them at your leisure. Just go to:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvt-BXFGvS5ATsSMot2xguQ/videos  
and click on “subscribe” on  the top right corner. Please also share this link 
with others and help us get to 100 subscribers! 
 

Any announcements, advertisements, or requests for non-church related prod-
ucts, services or donations to organizations contained in this bulletin should 
not be interpreted as recommendations, endorsements, or permissions by St 
Thomas United  Church. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP UPDATES 
 

Accessing our Worship Services: We are no longer using Vimeo LiveStream 
to broadcast our services. Please go to stthomasunited.ca and scroll down the 
home page to see our current service. Thank you! 
 

Coffee Chat Sunday Mornings! Join us Sunday mornings as 
we gather via Zoom for a time to watch the online worship 
service together as community starting around 9:45 am 
with the service starting at 10 am.  Then stay after the ser-
vice for a time of checking in and conversation.  To register 
and receive the Zoom invite, send us an email at coffee-
chat@stthomasunited.ca and we’ll email the info out on Friday afternoons.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvt-BXFGvS5ATsSMot2xguQ/videos


THIS WEEK AT ST. THOMAS 

Sunday, Oct 11    
10:00 am  Online Worship 
 
Monday, Oct 12  No events 
 
Tuesday, Oct 13 
4-10 pm   Karate 
 
Wednesday,  Oct 14 
5–7 pm   Karate  
7:00 pm   Youth Choir 
7:30 pm   12 Step Group 
 
Thursday, Oct 15 
9:00 am   Worship Filming  
4-10 pm   Karate 
6-7 pm   Children’s Choir  
7-8:30 pm  Virtual Adult Choir 
 
Friday, Oct 16 
1:30 pm   Al Madinah Islamic Assembly 
6:30 pm   Virtual Junior Youth Group 
7:00 pm   Virtual Youth Group 
 
Saturday, Oct 17  no events 
 
 

Ministers: Rev. Tracy Robertson  
                    Rev. Justin McNeill 
 

Office Administrator: Halyna Kinasevych 
 

Music Team:  Pam Bazinet, Barb Robertson,  
  Dick Worton, Erin MacLean-Berko 
 

Accompanists:  Kari Orosz, Kloria Wen 
 

Youth Leaders:  Heather Robertson,  
  Caitlin Hornbeck 
 

Sunday School Coordinator:  Erin MacLean-Berko 
 

 

Upcoming Service Themes:  
 

Stewardship Campaign: 
Oct 11:      In What Do We Put Our Faith 
Oct 18:      It’s About Quality not Quantity 
Oct 25:      Feed My Sheep 
 

Nov 1:        All Saints Day 

Through our gifts we commit ourselves to 
live out the mission and ministry of the 
church. Please give generously to the Mis-
sion and Service Fund to make this possi-
ble. 

St. Thomas is an Affirming Ministry within 
The United Church of Canada. LGBTQ2 
people are whole people and full mem-
bers in this community of faith.  

The United Church of Canada St. Thomas is  
proud to be part of the United Church of     
Canada which ministers to close to 3 million 
people in 3,500 congregations across the 
country. For more info about the United       
Church visit www.united-church.ca  

100 Hawkwood Blvd. NW  
Calgary AB T3G 2S9  

office@stthomasunited.ca 
www.stthomasunited.ca      

403-241-0366 

  Each Sunday we acknowledge that we are on 
  Treaty 7 land, not out of guilt or shame, but  
  in recognition of the land on which we gath-
er. We give thanks for the traditional territo-
ries and oral practices that have lived on this 
land for thousands of years through the 
Indigenous Nations of the Siksika, Kanai, 
Piikani. Stoney-Nakota and Tsuut’ina and all 
people  who make their homes in this, our 
Treaty 7 region of Alberta, and the Region 3 
Métis Nation. 


