
 

 

November—December 2020 Newsletter 

Minister’s Message:  Rev. Justin McNeill 

Between Halloween Costumes & Christmas Celebrations 
 

 It always seems like a shame to me that Remembrance Day falls in the gap between the end of the 
Halloween season and the beginning of the Christmas season. Everywhere you turn, stores seem to make 
a quick flip transition in early November from Halloween costumes to Christmas decorations, with little if 
any attention paid to the sombre moments of reminder of those that have and continue to serve in our 
Armed Forces. Those men and women who wore uniforms instead of costumes and ate M&M’s as part of 
their rations instead of handing them out or collecting them door to door. Did you know that M&M’s were 
created as a way of delivering heat resistant chocolate to the front lines of WWII?   
 

 Maybe this year will be different, as so many other things have been different. Maybe this year we 
will have the time on our hands to really stop, think, and give thanks. Time to pause in our busyness to   
remember the trials of war and the legacy of those left behind. It is a legacy of courage and sacrifice, with 
stories of holding out hope by only a thread in the midst of trials far beyond what we have experienced 
this past year. Because some days even that thinnest thread of hope is enough. This is the thread that we 
must be reminded of and hold onto. The glimmer of hope and the last light that refuses to go out even 
amidst of all kinds of darkness. This is the thread that has been woven together by those who came before 
us. A thread that has been hand stitched and held together even in the darkest moments of our history, 
and for that we can be grateful; even when things seem hardest or darkest.  
 

 So let us mark these brief moments between sugar filled seasons to remember those who made it 
possible, as well as all those still holding tight to the threads of uniformed service. For those that have 
come before us, endured, survived, sacrificed, and passed on their stories for us to learn from and be     
inspired by and for all that they can teach us about sacrifice and holding out hope. For all that they have 
done, and still do, let us pause, remember, and give thanks.   
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Although we are scheduled to remain online-only 
through December at least, the Worship Team            
is working hard to bring some wonderful services      
directly to your home over the next couple of 
months. From the somber and reflective                  
Remembrance Day service to the joyful Children’s 
and Youth services, building through the Advent    
season to a whopping four! Christmas Eve services, 
and wrapping up with another popular Hot Seat   
Sunday, this is a couple of months jam packed with 
theological goodness! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Services: 
 
NOV 1     All Saints Day, Scripture: Matthew 5:1-12 
NOV 8     Remembrance Day, Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5 

NOV 15   Children’s Service, Scripture: Mark 10:13-16 

NOV 22   Youth Service, Scripture: TBD 

NOV 29   Advent 1 - Hope, Scripture: Mark 13:24-37 

DEC 6      Advent 2 - Peace, Scripture: Mark 1:1-8 

DEC 13    Advent 3 - Joy, Scripture: Luke 1:46-55 

DEC 20    Advent 4 - Love, Scripture: Luke 1:26-45 

DEC 24: 

Kids, Carols, & Chaos 

Old Fashioned Christmas in the Country 

STUC Choir Christmas Cantata 

Christmas Eve Communion Service 

DEC 27:  Hot Seat Sunday,  Scripture: Luke 2:22-40 
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Minister’s Message:  Rev. Tracy Robertson 

Advent and Christmas are almost upon us and we still find ourselves in the midst of a pandemic. I’m honestly 
not sure what I was thinking when this first began, but I didn’t think we’d be apart for so long; but after 
googling the word, pandemic, this is what came up for the question “how long does a pandemic last?”  

A pandemic is not a "one time" event and periods of illnesses may come  
in 2 or 3 "waves" anywhere from 3 to 12 months apart.  

The total duration of a pandemic is likely to be 12 to 18 months. 
 

So, I’ve had to change my reality and my outlook on reality to this being more of a years-long event and you 
know what? That has actually helped me a lot with my own mental health, frustration at not seeing people 
as often as I’d like and continued physically distanced and masked visits with folks. Sigh. All will be well. 

And so, as we enter a time of Advent and Christmas, let’s not focus on what we’re missing, but let our      
spiritual practice for Advent and Christmas be focusing on what IS possible. 

I can ‘attend’ all FOUR Christmas Eve Worship Services – in my PJs – and I can watch them with friends and 
family and tell others about them too; 

I will have time to call each one of my friends instead of beating myself up for not having enough time; 

I will send more hand-written letters to people; 

I will read more books, do more crosswords, knit or sew more; 

I can watch every corny Christmas special I can find; 

I will enjoy the winter weather because I can actually go outside when it’s light out instead of having to wait 
until ‘after work’; 

Introverts can continue to flourish remembering, though, to take extra care of those extroverts in our lives; 

Creativity abounds! May it continue and may others join the creativity train as we make those things we  
never thought possible, true; 

Appreciate the courage of all those recording from home, preaching to a camera, teaching at a distance, and 
wearing masks despite (insert all the reasons why mask wearing is annoying); 

Our pets LOVE that we’re home! 

Stay positive, friends! As our United Church Creed reminds us, we are not alone, thanks be to God! 
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I found this article in 

my Mother’s papers 

after she passed away 

in 1997; she was a 

very proud war bride, 

immigrating from   

England with my 

brother in her arms in 

1946. The article was 

written, I believe, in 

1996 by now retired 

Calgary Herald col-

umnist Catherine Ford. 
Catherine (Kay) Pugh nee Ferguson 

 

Why no parades for war brides?: 

They came by the thousands, carrying suitcases and 

babies. They came to a strange land, some facing   

resentment and contempt as immigrants, as 

strangers who married home-town boys, but they 

stayed. They raised a generation of children and 

many lost husbands early - men who survived the 

Second World War, only to be defeated by that war 

years later through poor health and early deaths. So 

many of these women blended into the landscape of 

Canadian life that they remain barely noticeable     

today. Another new generation is now growing older, 

maybe only now realizing that grandmother has the 

trace of an accent. Too many don’t care beyond 

knowing, somewhere in the backs of their minds, 

that she wasn’t born in Canada, but that she became 

a Canadian upon marriage. Few know that she and 

her wartime babies became part of a great experi-

ment, a commitment on the part of the Canadian 

government. Each serviceman who married overseas 

would have his wife and any children patriated to 

Canada without charge.  More than 48,000 women 

and 22,000 children from 16 countries came in that 

great exodus, myself and my mother among them. 

Exactly 50 years ago this weekend, we stepped down 

from the train on the station platform in Calgary. It 

would be almost 20 years before my mother saw her 

family in England 

or her Irish home again. She had left Swinford, Coun-

ty Mayo on New Year’s Day, 1946, travelled to Dublin 

and then to Liverpool and thus became part of a 

unique experiment. 

 

Contributions: 

While some of the war brides had crossed the Atlan-

tic during the war, they were the exception. Most of 

our mothers came in the first months of 1946. Those 

voyages were not without trauma. Some lost chil-

dren; others lost hope. Some marriages didn’t make 

it. Some of those war brides returned to Europe, de-

feated by homesickness. Some went back home be-

cause they could not face the reality of the dashing 

soldier being, in real life, just a dirt farmer. 

But most stayed. We did. There are no celebrations, 

no parades, no memorial days to these women, 

whose lives were so inextricably changed by the    

Second World War.  For the most part, the unique 

contributions to Canada by war brides have long 

been forgotten, their memories made part and parcel 

of last year’s end-of-war anniversary celebrations.  

So this weekend, and for many months to come, the 

50th anniversary of their new lives will pass unno-

ticed. Too bad. One fifth of Canada’s population is 

descended from that most unusual immigration.   

Unusual in that all of the adult immigrants were 

women; all of the same generation. Unusual in that it 

was the first time in history that any government   

provided home-to-home resettlement for the         

dependents of its servicemen. Unusual in light of    

Canadian Army Routine Order 788 which stated in 

part: “The general policy is to dissuade members of 

the Canadian Army from marriage in foreign lands.” 

But marry they did. The Army, the Navy, and the Air 

Force. “I was silly in love. I left my country, my family, 

my job, everything to follow this soldier of whom        

I knew nothing,” said Rosemary Davis, now of         

Kelowna, BC, to a reporter during last year’s Victory 

in Europe anniversary. 

 

Continued….. 

War Brides: Elaine Gray 
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Pastoral Care: Marjorie Aucoin pastoral-care@stthomasunited.ca  

War Brides (continued) 

Courage: 

A few years ago, I heard a war bride wonder, within 

my hearing, “What do our children think of us?” What 

can we possibly say? I still marvel at the courage it 

took to leave everything that was familiar and travel 

alone to a new country.  I have no memories of that 

trip on the Mauritania, but I remember seeing years 

later a clipping of a photograph from a British paper, 

showing a young, dark-haired woman and her blonde 

daughter on a ship’s gangway, as part of a lineup of 

women and children. The cutline tersely announced 

that the first post-war wave of war brides and their 

children were on their way to new homes.  

My mother and the thousands of women brought to 

Canada as war brides did nothing spectacular except 

uproot their entire lives to follow their Canadian   

husbands. It might have been nice if somebody had 

noticed; if the arrival of war brides to Canada had at 

least been remembered by a larger audience than 

their now middle-aged children.  

Pastoral Care has been 
thinking….a lot. We have all 
been isolated from one  
another for most of the 
year, with only Wanda's 
celebrations, exercise and 
choirs bringing some of us 
together. I was thinking 

that maybe we could do something that would be 
good for the whole community of Calgary. 
 
Why doesn't each family of St. Thomas do a Reverse 
Advent Calendar? Each family has a box, fill it with 
the item for each day then when we get to the last 
day, December 24, we take it to the food bank or   
Secret-Santa it to someone who we know is in need. 
Items could be altered or changed as your family 
wishes. We could also go to the end of the month 
and make donations in January. Your choice. What do 
you think? Here's an idea for the calendar. 
 
My own family is doing this instead of exchanging 
Christmas gifts with each other. They were so excited 
about it that I thought, we can do this as a church 
family. Let's do it!! 

December 2020: 
1. peanut butter or jam 
2. pasta with jar of spaghetti sauce 
3. canned beef stew or ham or turkey 
4. mitts or gloves 
5. box of cereal or oatmeal 
6. toothbrush and toothpaste 
7. canned tomatoes, peas, corn etc 
8. socks, scarf, toque 
9. soups 
10. laundry detergent 
11. coffee or tea or both 
12. cans of tuna and salmon 
13. toilet paper 
14. cake mixes and pudding 
15. canned fruit or applesauce 
16. cans of cranberry sauce and stuffing mix 
17. canned beans 
18. shampoo, conditioner, hairbrush, comb 
19. crackers, bread 
20. facial tissue 
21. deodorant or lotion for face, body, hands 
22. carrots, squash, potatoes, rice 
23. almond or coconut milk  
24. mixed nuts in a can or jar 
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The Youth leaders of St. Thomas are excited to invite 
you to Youth Group! Youth Group is for everyone 
who is of Junior High and High school age. Typically 
we meet on Friday evenings and during Sunday ser-
vice, however, with the physical distancing guidelines 
and limitations on public events, we are now meeting 
online. Weather permitting, we have also started to 
include the occasional outdoor social night and in-
door events that are mindful of the guidelines de-
scribed by AHS. The Youth Leaders send out an email 
at the beginning of every week to let you know what 
activities will be taking place on the upcoming Friday 
and which digital platforms we will be using.         
Normally we meet at 7 pm over video call on Friday. 
On   Sunday mornings we now have a WhatsApp 
group chat! This chat is for ongoing discussions, and 
each week we post a prompt, question, challenge, 
photo, etc. to help get the conversation rolling. 
Friends are always welcome to join us on our Sunday 
chat and our      Friday activities. If you or your friends 
need help connecting with us digitally, please email 
youth@stthomasunited.ca. 
Fall is off to a great start! Our events included virtual 
games, movie nights, Naked Faith, and  in-person, 
outdoor events with physically distanced games. We 
have had some excellent discussions including fun 
facts about ourselves, what makes us happy, and the 
items we would stockpile if we found out they were-
n’t going to be supplied anymore. Our events have 
been in collaboration with the Symons Valley youth 
group since spring, and it has been great to form   
connections with another youth group. Since then, 
both groups have combined into one, and are being 
led by the St. Thomas leaders. 
We will continue our primarily digital approach to 
youth group for the foreseeable future, and we hope 
you will join us when you can! We value the commu-
nity we have created, and we know how important it 
is to stay socially connected even if we can’t get to-
gether regularly in person. It is hard to predict what 
the next month or two will hold for us, but we can 
promise that we will continue to have our weekly 
events,  and  we  will  keep  great discussions  coming  
on  WhatsApp.   We  will  also  do  our best to include  
the occasional  in-person social  night, circumstances  
permitting.  Here  are  the  events  we  currently have  

planned for the next few weeks. Please remember 
that this schedule is subject to change on short      
notice due to the pandemic circumstances. 
OCTOBER  
Oct 31 Halloween If you’re looking for a place to 
wear your Halloween costume, look no further! Join 
us in the STUC parking lot to give out Halloween can-
dy. There will be an awesome, physically-distanced, 
low/no contact method of delivering candy to visitors 
and we would love to have your help.   
NOVEMBER 
Nov 6 Virtual Scavenger Hunt We are online this 
week with a virtual scavenger hunt from the comfort 
of our own homes! Scavenger hunt tasks will be giv-
en throughout the zoom call, so be sure to tune in!  
Weekend Date TBD Jr. High Coffee If you are in 
grades 7-9, come join us at Symons Valley United for 
some conversation and a few games. You are wel-
come to drop in and join us for the amount of time 
that fits in your schedule! Keep an eye on your emails 
for more info, but we are hoping this will be on either 
Nov 7 or 8! Covid-19 protocols for in-person events 
will  be followed so be sure to review the information 
in the weekly email prior to the event. 
Nov 13 In-Person Games and Youth-Led Service 
Planning We will meet at STUC for fun, physically-
distanced games, and to work out the last few logis-
tics in order to create our very own Youth-Led digital 
service! The theme of the service is Connections with 
a focus on a youth event from this past summer Ren-
dez-Vous and will be shown on Sunday, Nov 22. We 
will be planning the service at all of our events, but 
this will be your final chance to get your fantastic ide-
as into our Youth-Led Service!  
Please keep an eye on your emails each week as 
more details about our events (including zoom links) 
and any announcements or event changes will be 
communicated that way. If you would like to be add-
ed to our mailing list please send an email to us at 
youth@stthomasunited.ca. 
 
 

Youth Group: Heather Robertson, Caitlin Hornbeck, Jaqueline Verwaayen 



 

 

Young Adult News  - Heather Robertson 

Calgary Queer Church 
At this time, CQC in-person services are on hold for the future as CommunityWise has cancelled all room bookings and 
United Churches have closed their doors to ensure the safety of all. HOWEVER, we are hosting frequent Sunday ser-
vices online! Be sure to stay up-to-date with the latest information and event dates by checking our website at    
http://www.calgaryqueerchurch.com/ or on Facebook by searching Calgary Queer Church. Send us a direct message 
on Facebook or email us at calgaryqueerchurch@andychurch.org for the invite to our next service! Please do not hesi-
tate to give us a shout via email or Facebook if you would like to chat or need connection to resources. 
Naked Faith 
Naked Faith is an alternative worship experience aimed at youth and young adults but open to all. Typically, the   
evening begins with dinner at 6:00, followed by an hour-long service that includes lots of energetic, upbeat music. 
Afterwards, youth from grades 6 through 12 are invited to stay for games and activities until 10:30. Young adults are 
invited to head to a nearby pub to engage in further discussion about the theme, or to simply enjoy the community. 
BUT, as you can imagine, we have had to modify this format due to the physical distancing rules and public event 
limitations. Instead of meeting in person, we are hosting Naked Faith over YouTube and Instagram Live! The next    
digital Naked Faith service will be on November 20th! Be sure to follow us on social media to stay up to date on our 
upcoming events so you don’t miss a thing!  Facebook Group: Naked Faith Instagram: @nakedfaithworship 
Dirty Theology 
At this time, Dirty Theology services are on hold as physical distancing advisories and public event cancellations have 
been put into place for the safety and health of all. We hope to resume Dirty Theology at a later date, so stay tuned 
for more details about start-up dates and formats for our events. As governments begin lifting restrictions on gather-
ings of people we will continue to evaluate our options for meeting again in person and we will keep you updated on 
our decisions. To find out more about Dirty Theology and to find updates, check out our facebook page at YYC Campus 
Ministry or our website http://www.yyccampusministry.com/dirty-theology  
Young Adult Pub Night 
Young adult pub night is on hold until further notice. We hope we can get back to our in-person meetings soon, but 
until then, keep an eye out for potential digital pub nights. We wish everyone well during these times and we will see 
you again as soon as we can. For more information, contact Brenda McKellar via text to 403-850-7874. 
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Children & Family Ministry: Elaine Taylor-Kerr 

Junior Youth Group 
In person Junior Youth group is on hold until such 
time as it is deemed safe to resume meeting in per-
son.   However virtual Junior Youth group will contin-
ue every second    Friday evening this fall at 6:30 pm.  
Dates are: Nov 6 & 20, Dec 4 & 18.  This group is for 
those in grades 4-6.   The children who have attended 
have really enjoyed the opportunity to chat and 
catch up with each other.  They play  games and 
Zoom is being used to facilitate the call.  If you know 
of a child in this age range who would be interested 
in joining email: junior-youth@stthomasunited.ca  
Change in Youth Leadership   
After 2.5 years as a leader with our Youth Group, 
Eden Middleton has decided to step back from the 
role to focus more on her studies. She has indicated 
she would still be willing to sub occasionally if need-
ed and may be interesting in returning as a leader 

some time in the future.  On behalf of St. Thomas,      
I would like to thank Eden for her work with the 
youth and wish her all the best.  She will be missed.    
Welcome to a new Youth Leader 
The Youth Advisory Committee is pleased to an-
nounce that Jacqueline Verwaayen joined the youth 
leader team.  Jacqueline grew up in the United 
Church and has experience working with youth 
through being a swimming coach and swim instruc-
tor.  She believes in building a welcoming and inclu-
sive place for youth to connect and has experience 
with outreach projects.  In a past role, she was in-
volved in organizing a campaign to raise funds and 
collect food to feed the hungry.  Jaqueline also 
planned and executed a charity sock drive campaign 
for CUPS, raising 933 pairs of socks in two 
weeks!   Jacqueline finds working with youth to be 
energizing and a pleasure.  Welcome Jacqueline! 

http://www.calgaryqueerchurch.com/
mailto:calgaryqueerchurch@andychurch.org
http://www.yyccampusministry.com/dirty-theology
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The musicians of St. Thomas are finding safe ways to 
continue to practice and record music that is so much 
a part of our weekly worship services.  All groups 
have found outdoor, small group and online alterna-
tives to connect and practice music together.  We 
continue to use technology to record music separate-
ly and then combine the tracks to create the final      
results you hear in the worship services. 

While we look forward to resuming regular practices, 
we will not do so until it is safe for all involved.       
Scientific research is being done to determine what 
would allow for safe practices but studies have not 
yet been validated.  We will follow the guidance from 
Alberta Health Services and the Province. 
 
Adult Choir 
As you can hear each Sunday, the adult choir is back 
at work, albeit virtually rather than in person.  Now 
each Thursday evening we have our rehearsals via 
ZOOM and they are going very well, especially after 
we figured out how to do it!  There were a few glitch-
es that needed working out but this great crew has 
weathered it all and keeps right on singing. 
Anthems for Remembrance Day and the Christmas 
season are our focus at the moment. Because all the  
individual songs, hymns, and readings must be       
recorded separately and then assembled into a      
presentable format for the church services, it takes a 
long time. We give thanks to all the people who help 
us with this: the choir members who send in their 
recordings, Kari and Mike who lay down base tracks 
for us, Dan who is syncing our conducting videos to 
the auditory tracks for our rehearsals, John who will     
create our Christmas video and helps with technical 
issues, Hal who sets up our Dropbox site and helps 
with technical issues, Joan and Lyn who are research-
ing singers’ masks, Wanda who remembers our birth-
days and organizes surprise drop bys for them, Tracy 
and Justin who have patiently helped us all and so 
many others. We are blessed. 
If you are interested in joining the adult choir, please 
contact Pam.  Respectfully submitted by Pamela    
Bazinet  pmbazinet@shaw.ca. 
 
 

Strummers 
The Strummers have provided several anthems for 
use in the services over the past few months.  Ron 
has sent Kari base tracks for several songs that can be 
used over the next few months, and will keep them 
coming.  It is hoped that any of the Strummers who 
are comfortable with the technology will record 
themselves playing these pieces so their instruments 
and voices can be added to the recording for use in 
the service.  John Robertson has provided a video 
and detailed instructions on how to record them-
selves. New members are always welcome.  If anyone 
is interested in joining, please contact Ron French. 
rondifrench@telus.net  
 
Children’s Choir Start Up 
The Children’s Choir has had a great fall start up! We 
began meeting after Labour Day with rehearsals     
taking place outside on the front grass. The weather 
has been beautiful and the kids have been full of    
energy as we resume singing. Using hula hoops and 
orange cones, we are able to stay physically             
distanced but still love being together.  Even as the 
days have gotten shorter and the grass has gotten a 
little chillier, it has been such a joy to be singing 
again! 
Once it becomes impossible for us to be outside for 
long periods, I’m hoping to have a hybrid of weekly 
online activities and then the occasional sing along 
outside at the church. I always feel Christmas Carols 
sounds better when your toes are numb. 
We look forward to sharing our music with the 
church community! Erin MacLeod Berko & Kari Orosz 
erinmacberko@gmail.com  
 

 

http://stthomasunited.ca/stthomaschoir/index.html
mailto:pmbazinet@shaw.ca
mailto:rondifrench@telus.net
mailto:erinmacberko@gmail.com
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Youth Choir 
The Youth Choir has returned to in person practices 
in the sanctuary, but will continue sharing music with  
congregation virtually.  We are working on a virtual 
Christmas presentation for Dec. 13. We welcome 
youth in Grade 6 and older to join us.  Please contact 
Barb Robertson at barbrob@telus.net for more de-
tails. 
 
 

Orchestra 
The St. Thomas Orchestra has met online to plan for 
the upcoming year.  We will not be holding normal 
rehearsals but we are planning on recording our indi-
vidual parts to be edited into a completed version for 
use in worship.  The Orchestra is looking forward to 
sharing our music soon. As always, if any one would 
like to join us with our music, new members are wel-
come. - Dick Worton dworton@telusplanet.net  

A Piece of St. Thomas History:  Fiona Craig 

If you’ve ever walked past an artwork at St. Thomas 

and wondered about the artist, here is the story of 

the painting of Saint Thomas (shown below) which 

hangs on the north wall of the Molly Ramsay Library. 

The painting was donated to our church in 1988 by 

Reverend Glen Wilms. It was donated in memory of 

his parents, Anna and Harm Wilms, and his brother 

Ray. The artist is Suzanne L.T. Jensen.  When she 

heard we were interested in the history of the 

painting, she sent the following letter: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear St. Thomas United Church, 

It was an honour to create a portrait of the Apostle 

St. Thomas, which was gifted to your church from 

Reverend Glen Wilms and his family.   

In 1988 the Wilms family lived in the same communi-

ty in northwest Calgary, as my family.  Reverend Glen 

Wilms visited me at my art studio downtown and saw 

a portrait I had drawn of Jesus and asked me if            

I would create a portrait of St. Thomas.  It was a spe-

cial challenge.  St. Thomas had an interesting life and 

is sometimes known as the patron saint of India.   

A young Calgarian of Jewish heritage modelled for 

the project.   

In the late 1980’s I was also creating artwork de-

picting black people I met in Calgary.  In 1987 when                    

I began the series, I didn’t see black people featured 

in artwork. I felt it was important to put black people 

on the walls.   

A selection of these portraits has been shown at the 

Crowfoot Library in September and October and will 

also be displayed in the month of November 2020. 

The entire collection is comprised of about thirty piec-

es of art, so I have chosen four or five pieces to       

display each month. For the month of November,        

I will likely feature two saints - St. Augustine and       

St. Maurice, who are thought to have been black.   

You are invited to visit the Crowfoot Library in        

November 2020 to see the artwork created at the 

same time as your portrait of St. Thomas. 

  

Music: continued 

mailto:barbrob@telus.net
mailto:dworton@telusplanet.net
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Three Wise Women: Wanda Veer, Maureen Dodd, Ruthann Watson 

“In Sickness and In Health” by Ruthann Watson 
 

Usually we say these words standing at the front of a 
church, professionally coiffed and trussed up in for-
mal attire. After arranging the wedding to avoid     
chinook head, forest fire smoke season, harvest, 
opening day of deer or pheasant season and the   
Coho run, one could be forgiven for feelings of      
invincibility.  
COVID has, for the foreseeable future, enjoined this 
promise with another phrase: “Who is my neigh-
bour?”  Only the most dedicated hermits can be 
healthy in isolation. We might need to retreat to 
grow spiritually, but then we must return to share 
our spirit with others or we’ll be like the proverbial 
tree falling in the forest. My understanding of     
Christianity is that it’s not about creating a spiritual 
bubble. 
As I write this, the news media has briefly focused on 
the plight of our fellow citizens in NE Calgary.       
Difficulty navigating insurance claims, supply chain 
issues and a lack of skilled workers have left        
thousands facing the onset of winter with broken 

windows and the risk of black mould. Who knew that  
hail damage could be a health issue? 
It’s all so overwhelming. For some reason, that old 
Sunday School song is floating around in my brain: …
so we must shine - you in your small corner and I in 
mine. As the days grow shorter and colder, I wish 
you all health and light.   

 
 

“In Sickness and in Health” by Maureen Dodd 
 

I’ve often wondered how this phrase got to be part 

of marriage vows. Did Job have it written in, after his 

wife swanned off in the midst of his many plagues? 

Or did it first appear in the Anglican Book of Common 

Prayer, in 1662, the beginning of the Great Plague in 

London?  (And does it count if you had your fingers 

crossed behind your back when you said it?) 

Do plagues force us to rethink our world views and 

rewrite our vows to each other? This year has cer-

tainly redefined my thoughts on sickness AND health.  

I am increasingly grateful when the ‘age-related’ 

symptoms that I have when I wake up (headache, 

aches and pains, tiredness, confusion) are not Covid, 

but mean I am actually healthy. And that my inability 

to smell the coffee in the morning just means that      

I forgot to set the timer on the coffee maker again. 

 

 

 
 

I try not to whine about my various minor afflictions - 

both physical and mental - or about the selfless care I 

provided my spouse during his recent recovery. And 

when I’m tempted to swoon dramatically and sadly 

recount my woes, I remind myself of the Lou Holtz 

quote: “Don’t tell people your problems. 80% of 

them don’t care, and the other 20% are actually glad 

you have them.” 

So I’m going to follow Ruthann’s advice, and shine in 

my small corner. I’m going to live so God can use me 

- using my own good fortune to keep others healthy 

by being more intentional about connecting with 

friends and family, and even by being kind and gen-

erous when someone is going opposite to the arrow 

in the grocery store. Just for today, anyway. 

Who knows - maybe this plague WILL help us be 

better. 



 

 

“In Sickness and In Health” by Wanda Veer 
 
This pandemic is a grim reminder that health can be 
fleeting, with sickness standing just behind the door. 
When we were married, it wasn’t the fashion to re-
write and re-shape marriage vows. Had I been given 
the opportunity, I would surely have eliminated the 
“in sickness and in health”, and “rich and poor” busi-
ness. BUT, our life included all four of those events, 
sometimes in groups, and sometimes including other 
family members. We survived, however, and I be-
lieve, inevitably with a much stronger character and 
faith. Every challenge in life brings positives that we 
didn’t expect. Some of my favorites have been:  
 
 spending lots of time at home, enjoying our love-

ly house and garden 
 connecting with friends and family often via 

technology, adding a few in-person visits 
 hanging out with close family members whilst 

exploring Alberta 
 watching all those movies that I didn’t have time 

for pre-Covid 
 realizing how much I miss the joy of real live, in-

person, friendships 
 not having any anxiety about what trip to take, 

where, when, or how. All cancelled. 
 
 

 
 taking time to go through much of the “stuff” 

we’ve collected over the years, and enjoying the 
many memories 

 cooking, preserving, and experimenting with 
food 

 being excited to wake each day to hear the next 
chapter in COVID and politics 

 organizing the celebration group from Hospitality 
at St. Thomas 

 enjoying the “new” online services and music 
provided by our Worship and Music teams 

 
Who knew all this could happen? And be so enjoya-
ble? Thanksgiving is behind us, Halloween approach-
ing, and then Christmas. None of us could have im-
agined the devastation one little virus could cause 
around the world, negatively affecting the giant cor-
porations as much as our St. Thomas family.  
As we daily try to re-conform and re-configure our 
life around the safe measures of the pandemic, we 
can take comfort in the fact that we are not alone. 
Everyone everywhere is doing the same thing. Bless-
ings to each of you as we go forward together sepa-
rately with clean hands and wearing masks. I too 
hear Ruthann’s hymn about “you in your small cor-
ner...” and also remembering a choir anthem that  
I love “We Are Not Alone, We Are Not Alone”.  
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The Law Society of Alberta has decided that all lawyers in the 
province must take a course on Indigenous cultural competen-
cy starting next year. The new course stems from the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission's Call to Action in 2015, which 
included a request that Canadian lawyers be educated on the 
history and legacy of residential schools as well as treaties, 
Indigenous rights and Indigenous legal issues. Law Society of Alberta president Kent Teskey says the regula-
tory body rarely makes a course mandatory, but he says in this case, everyone needs to be on the same 
page. "If lawyers are going to provide justice to the Alberta public, all lawyers, regardless of practice area, 
need some sort of baseline knowledge of these issues," he said. Patti Laboucane-Benson, who provides 
training on the historical trauma experienced by First Nations and Métis people, calls the new six-hour 
course a good first step. "For so many years our justice system was built on very racist and stereotypical   
assumptions about Indigenous people and this is just one part of that unpacking of those colonial stereo-
types," she said. She says the justice system needs to understand the root cause of a problem in order to 
solve it and stop it from recurring. The law society will cover the cost of the training for all active Alberta 
lawyers, who will be given at least 18 months to complete it. 

Path to Reconciliation: Elaine Gray 
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What a different year 2020 has been for each of us and for      
St. Thomas and our community.  We would have loved nothing 
more than to see your smiling faces at St. Thomas in person for 
our annual Stewardship Campaign.  This year’s campaign took a 
different approach, coming to you virtually via Livestream, 
YouTube and our St. Thomas Giving webpage: 
https://stthomasunited.ca/giving/  
 

This year’s Stewardship Campaign theme was Loving Our Neighbours.  It is based on Mark 12:31 “You shall 
love your neighbour as yourself”. When we Love Our Neighbour, we desire for them all those good things 
both for the body and soul that we desire for ourselves. I think we can all agree our world could use more 
neighbourly love right now! 
 
The 2020 Stewardship Campaign saw stories about the great work our St. Thomas Ministry, Finance, Wor-
ship, Youth, Music and Pastoral Care Ministry Teams are doing.  You can still view these messages by watch-
ing the services via YouTube.   
 
We urge you to complete your 2020 Stewardship Campaign Commitment Pledge Form so we can continue 
doing the great work St. Thomas Ministry Teams do for you.  If you have completed your Commitment 
Pledge form we want to thank you so much.  If you haven’t yet completed this form, it’s not too late!!  
We ask you to please: 
 

Review our 2020 Stewardship Campaign information by going to our St. Thomas Giving webpage - 
https://stthomasunited.ca/giving/ and clicking on the following link 2020 Loving Our Neighbour 
Stewardship Campaign Stewardship Package. 

Complete your 2020 Stewardship Pledges by clicking on the following link to access your St. Thomas 
United Church – 2020 Commitment Pledge Form.  When you’ve completed your Stewardship Pledge 
Form, click the Submit button. It will be securely submitted to St. Thomas Office Administrator – Hal-
yna.  

For PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) sign-up requests or changes, please click the following link to ac-
cess the form St. Thomas United Church – 2020 PAR Authorization Form.  When you’ve completed 
your PAR Form, click the Submit button. It will be securely submitted to St. Thomas Office Adminis-
trator – Halyna. 

If you don’t have access to a computer or the St. Thomas website, please call the church office  and we 
will be pleased to mail a copy of this material to you. 

Stewardship Campaign 2020: Bob Nixon 

https://stthomasunited.ca/giving/
https://stthomasunited.ca/giving/
https://stthomasunited.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-Stewardship-Package.pdf
https://stthomasunited.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-Stewardship-Package.pdf
https://stthomasunited.ca/2020-annual-stewardship-campaign-commitment-card/
https://stthomasunited.ca/2020-annual-stewardship-campaign-commitment-card/
https://stthomasunited.ca/par-authorization-form/
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Good day to everyone at St. Thomas. As you know, our Ministers and 

church group leaders continue to endeavour to “keep us linked altogether 

in this pandemic time”. They are all to be commended, as it is quite a chal-

lenge. Our group, the Primetimers, continue to try to stay in touch. Keith 

and I send out our “blog” twice a month, always trying to include a link to 

music, comedy or interesting events. It’s the only way we know, for now, 

how to stay in touch. It’s working, as we continue to hear back from indi-

viduals. (their feelings, activities or questions). We have heard that some of 

our members have been meeting in small, safe groups. Keep that up, as 

contact is vital. Take care, everyone. And keep smiling. Peace, Jan & Keith 

Primetimers:  Jan & Keith Campbell 

If you would be interested in sharing your life story with STUC in one of the upcoming newsletters, please call 

the office or one of the Hospitality Team members and someone will contact you for a phone interview or 

outside the window interview (or in person when possible).  

Many thanks to my faithful jam eaters and jar keepers.  It's been great fun to ex-
change full jars for empty jars and to have real live in-person visits on the steps.  I 
have a great assortment of jelly, jam, pickles, relishes.  If interested, please contact 
me for a copy of my latest inventory list.  I can also put together a nice assortment 
for a Christmas gift basket including some baking if requested. 50% of all sales goes 
to St. Thomas! 403.239.5964.  wandaveer47@gmail.com. 

Wanda’s Preserves: Wanda Veer 

Hospitality Team:  Sherrill Knight, Linda Miller, Tracy Robertson, Wanda Veer, Lori Weller 

Veterans Association Food Bank: Loree Irving 

The Food Bank is taking monetary and food donations.  Cheques can be mailed to #10, 
820 – 28 St NE  T2A 6K1.  They are open Monday to Friday 8 am to 4 pm and Saturday 
10 am to 4 pm if you prefer to drop off.  If you wish to bring your donations to the 
church, please call the office to arrange. Thank you for supporting our veterans. 

Grocery Gift Card sales are on now and they make great Christmas gifts  
and/or donations. Cards are available for Safeway/Sobeys, Co-op and  
Superstore in $50 and $100 denominations.  
Contact me at fundraising@stthomasunited.ca with your order and we can  
arrange pickup/delivery.    
Thank you for your support.—Richard  

Grocery Gift Card: Richard Taylor-Kerr 
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Happy 60th Anniversary  
Barb & Bill 

Birthday & Anniversary Visits 

Happy Birthday Tracy! 

Happy Birthday Pat!  

Happy  
Anniversary 
Kari and Mike!  

Happy Birthday  
Barbara! 
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Birthday & Anniversary Visits 

Happy 60th Anniversary Pauline and Dennis!  

Happy Birthday Marj! 

Happy Birthday Loree! 

Happy Anniversary  
Barbara and Murray! 



 

 

Introducing: Sheila Campbell, by Sherrill Knight 

Sheila is a long-time member and one of our church 
librarians. Recently I had the pleasure of visiting with 
her to find out more about her life  
Sheila was born in Lethbridge, Alberta, the second 
oldest of what would be a family of five, 3 girls and 2 
boys.  Her father worked as a purchasing agent 
for Royalite Oil Company Ltd., an historic company 
that early on made significant oil and gas discoveries 
in the Turner Valley region of Alberta. He lat-
er became a purchasing agent with Mobil Oil. 
The Campbell family early on moved to Turner Val-
ley where Sheila began school.  While in Grade 2, 
Sheila's family moved to Edmonton then eventually 
to Drayton Valley where the oil & gas industry was 
thriving.  Sheila attended school in Drayton Valley 
until the middle of grade twelve when the family 
moved again, this time to Calgary. This was a difficult 
move for Sheila in her final few months of high 
school as she had been very involved in the Drayton 
Valley community and also working on the high 
school year book. 
 

After  high  school,   Sheila  decided  to  study Educa-
tion  with  a  Home Economics  focus  at U of A.  As 
her first year progressed, she realized that what she 
really enjoyed was working with young children. 
In high school she had led Brownies & Guides, 
taught Sunday School and led the church Youth 
Group.   She changed the focus of her studies and 
continued her second year of the Elementary Educa-
tion program at the U of C.  Upon graduation, Sheila 
embarked on what would be a long career 
in education in the city of Calgary. 
Sheila first taught Grade 3 at Brentwood Elementary 
School.  She continued her studies through evening 
and summer courses, acquiring her BEd and a Diplo-
ma in Education with a focus in Social Studies.  She 
loved seeing the growth of her students and this was 
never more evident than in her first graders. 
After 3 years, Sheila was asked to be a CBE Primary 
Consultant.   As a  consultant, she wrote two social 
studies units — one on Calgary’s Chinatown            
and another on the Hutterite culture in Alberta. 
After two years, she became an assistant principal at 
Dalhousie Elementary.  Three years later, she was 
offered her first Principalship at Chief Crowfoot Ele-
mentary.  This was a relatively small school with 85 
students, with a separate playschool and two special 
high-needs classes.   
The latter children presented unique challenges but 
the whole school learned a great deal from these 
classes. 
Over the next 20+ years, Sheila was the principal of 
two large elementary schools, first at Marion Carson 
and then at Olympic Heights.  It was a very busy but 
gratifying 20+ years!  Olympic Heights presented 
unique challenges as it was a brand new school and 
Sheila was involved in some of the planning.  In each 
school, Sheila remembers great staff and students 
and very involved parents.  When she retired,      
Sheila's career as a teacher had spanned 36 years, 
32 of those involved in administration!   

 Continued…. 
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Continued… 
So how did Sheila come to be involved with             
St. Thomas?  Initially involved with St. David’s,    
Sheila, who lived in Dalhousie, checked us out when 
St. Thomas was meeting in the Dalhousie Communi-
ty Centre.  She liked the people, the music and the   
relaxed atmosphere and so, happily for us, she stuck 
with us.    In her retirement, she has found her 
niche in things like being a contact person, greeting, 
making coffee, reading scripture, helping with fund-
raisers, and most recently taking charge of our STUC 
library, working with Jaqueline Mercer-Livesey, and 
for a brief time with Elizabeth Morton.  Sheila    
wishes everyone would check out the library as it 
has so many good books; from children’s book, 
books on various faith traditions, to just “good 
reads”!  Sheila and Jacqueline are happy to have any 
suggestions for new books you would like to see in 
the library. 
Sheila has always been creative,  enjoying  needle-
point, knitting, crocheting and crafts of all 
kinds.  These days, after her daily walk, she often 
spends time with her water colour painting, scratch 
art  or  creating  art  with  coloured   pencils.    She is  
part of  the   art   group  that  meets  on  Wednesday  

 
afternoons (in normal times) at the church.  She 
loves card making too and many of the congrega-
tion have purchased some of her creations.  She has 
travelled internationally in the past but these days, 
she enjoys time with her extended family of siblings, 
nieces and nephews, often in the Columbia Valley, 
BC. 
As a long-time resident of Calgary, one experience 
which really stands out for Sheila is the 2013 flood 
in Calgary.  She has family living in Bowness whose 
home was flooded, along with so many                   
others.  Members of her extended family (Sheila in-
cluded) rolled up their sleeves, organized many 
of the amazing volunteers who showed up and 
slogged along with everyone to deal with the 
mess.  She remains impressed with how peo-
ple from all over the city and beyond pulled togeth-
er in this time of need.   
Sheila, thanks for sharing your story with us and 
thank you for all you do behind the scenes at St. 
Thomas.   It is great to have you in the STUC family!  
 
Written by Sherrill Knight, with Sheila’s help.  
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The Bear Clan Patrol is a grassroots, Indigenous led group that   
patrols the streets of Forest Lawn and the East Village.  The volun-
teers talk to Indigenous people, the homeless, sex trade workers 
and other marginalized people to ensure they are ok or refer them 
to services if they need help.  They provide safety equipment, 
sandwiches, drinks, socks, underwear, hats and mitts.  Kimberly 
Kavanagh, a member of our congregation, has regularly joined 
them and has asked for our help to provide them with new socks, 
underwear, hats and mitts so they always have supplies to hand 
out.  We are looking for your help with these donations.  We will 
have a designated bin just outside the front door of the church on 
Thursday mornings from 9 to noon and Saturday 9:30 am – 12:30 
pm, for you to drop off your donations.  Your assistance with this worthwhile project is greatly appreciat-
ed. If you have any questions about BCP please contact Karen Kavanagh at  karenkavanagh80@gmail.com 
or 403-286-8073. Finally, check out Tracy’s excellent interview with Kim for more details about what BCP 
does: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UfbPDjVmxsU&t=4s 

Bear Clan Patrol: Karen Kavanagh 

mailto:karenkavanagh80@gmail.com


 

 

The following article is a brief review of 2 people who 
share life and all its angles, together.  Teamwork.  
Colleen Jameson was born May 4, 1939 in Lacombe, 
AB.  She was an only child.  Her initial schooling, 
grades 1-9 were in a one roomed schoolhouse near 
Joffre, AB, where she lived with her aunt and uncle.  
Colleen rode a horse to school most days: hot, cold, 
dry or wet, except when the snow drifts were too 
deep for the horse to labour through, then she 
WALKED the 1 ½ miles there and back.   
She and her mom, Hazel, moved to Lethbridge where 
Colleen took grades 10 & 11.  The summer of grade 
11 was a memorable one.  Hazel was the lodge man-
ager at Wapta Falls.  Colleen came in as summer help.  
One specific task designated to her, besides being a 
cook, was to ferry food and dry good supplies via 
horseback further up the mountain to the lodge at 
Lake O’Hara!  There were mountain visitors, hikers, 
western outfitter tourists back then, too!  An accom-

plished horsewoman, she loved the scenic area and 
the gorgeous glacial teal blue of the mountain lakes. 
Necessary to get into the labour force, Colleen at age 
17, took a nurses’ aide course that fall in Calgary. She 
earned her certificate and worked in many Alberta 
hospitals over the years which enabled her to be fi-
nancially independent and supportive.  She also has a 
long resume of various other jobs ie: telephone oper-
ator, retail, Ogilvie’s Flour Mill, and contract work do-
ing court filings and researching land titles for law 
firms. 
Elvin Dorscher was the 5th oldest in a family of 8     
siblings, raised on a farm outside of Bow Island, AB.  
He arrived in this world Jan 24, 1935 and took his first     
3 years of school at a one room schoolhouse getting 
there in the family horse drawn buggy along with his 
older siblings.  Grades 4-11, the kids all went into Bow 
Island via a motored school bus, quite the new trans-
portation mode!  On the farm, Elvin became a knowl-
edgeable horseman, learned how to operate and fix 
all types of machinery.  To earn some money in the 
high school years, he also worked at a local irrigation 
construction company.  His first car at age 16, was a 
1928 Chevy, handed down to him from his dad. 
At age 19, Elvin hired on as a cowboy for the Waldron 
Ranch in SW Alberta off the #22 Hwy into the foothills 
along the Old Man River.  He was one of 5 men that 
fall and winter who rode the range daily checking var-
ious pasturing sections for the 5000 head of cattle.   
Every morning, the “boys” would pack a lunch for the 
day which often included a can of beans.  Somewhere 
out on the range under the big sky country, they 
would stop, build a small fire, carefully attend it and 
heat the beans.  It only took the first time to learn the 
importance of punching a hole or two at the top of 
the can BEFORE heating up the beans!  As a cowboy, 
Elvin earned $150 per month, room & board includ-
ed.  After a few months, he  headed back to farming 
country in Bow Island.  He took up irrigation construc-
tion more seriously.   Also working for this irrigation 
outfit was Hazel.  Once she met Elvin, she told him he 
definitely had to get to know her daughter. And so it 
happened.                   

Introducing: Colleen & Elvin Dorscher by Lori Weller 
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Elvin and Colleen met at a Saturday night social in 
Bow Island in the spring of 1956. Getting to know 
Colleen, Elvin decided to try the oil and gas field in-
dustry.  He moved to Colleen’s aunt and uncle’s near 
Joffre, signed on with Bailey-Selburn Co. (later known 
as Pacific  Petroleum).  In the meantime, Collen was 
finishing her nursing aide course in Calgary.   They 
shared a long -distance relationship.  Then, when 
Elvin suddenly got transferred to Drayton Valley, de-
cisions had to be made.  To make the courtship 
drives back and forth a lot shorter, they decided to 
just get married!  On Sept. 20, 1957 they tied the 
knot at the Red Deer United Church. 
So began many years of oil and gas field work, from 
field operator to supervisory and superintendent gas 
industry positions in Drayton Valley, Red Deer, Wain-
wright and Edmonton.  With their move back to Red 
Deer 1959, Elvin upgraded and obtained his grade 12 
matriculation.  Their family was started:  Gail in 1960 
(passed away at age 21 from a rare stomach cancer), 
Darcy 1962 (degree in civil engineering) Barry 1968 
(road construction and maintenance).   
Believe it or not Elvin was tired of the constant field 
work; driving or flying to and from home for his job 
and he was done with mud and muck.  After a long 
talk with his boss at Pacific Petroleum, in 1969 Elvin 
agreed to moving to Calgary and enrolled at U of C in 
engineering.  He would continue to work weekends 
and summers with for the company.  Following grad-
uation in 1973 with a Mechanical Engineering        
Degree, the family moved to Wainwright and a few 
years later, back to Edmonton.  
In 1986 they were transferred for what would be the 
final time. They bought a new house in Ranchlands 
and settled into Calgary living where they really have 
put down roots. In 1990 Elvin retired from the oil and 
gas industry. His title:  Senior Production Manager. 
Now Elvin and Colleen could really get down to      
volunteering (which they had done on the side all 
along).  Once Elvin joined an organization, he was 
there for the long haul, holding almost all and any of 
the executive positions.  Sometimes there were    
several different stacks of binders on the den desk, 
representing the several concurrent volunteer jobs 
he held.  Colleen volunteered a lot along side him.  
Elvin volunteered at COP Hall of Fame museum,     

various COP special functions and was a ski host on 
the hill for 15 years.  They were/are still in some cas-
es, involved with Heart & Stroke, Kidney Founda-
tions, the food bank, Ranchlands Community Associ-
ation; Heart to Heart, Petro Canada Alumni,   federal 
and provincial district political associations, cam-
paigns.  This couple has been very active with Friend-
ship Force, travelling extensively with this group, as 
well as hosting in their home guests from all over the 
world:  Australia, New Zealand, Japan, England, Bra-
zil, Hawaii and other USA states.   
They joined St. Thomas in 1990, our very great for-

tune! They both have been so attentive, supportive, 

involved with committee work (especially the B & P 

committee), attending so many of our social func-

tions every year, being greeters, organizing spring 

cleanups, building sheds, mowing lawns.   

This list can go on. Suffice to say, this community   
service was noticed.  In 2005 Elvin received the     
Alberta Centennial Award for “Outstanding Service 
to the People and Province of Alberta”. In 2012, he 
was the recipient of the Diamond Jubilee Award at 
the national level granted for ”Outstanding Commu-
nity Work”.  Congratulations, Elvin! 
We at STUC have been so blessed with your pres-
ence, participation and personalities. Colleen and 
Elvin—thanks for giving us all a wee peak at your 
amazing life journeys, and may God continue to bless 
you both. 
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This lovely lady agreed to be interviewed for our      

St. Thomas Newsletter. We met on a fine autumn day 

in October. Beth, being Beth, had everything           

organized for me. Her wedding album, her travel    

adventure memorabilia, her family pictures, and vari-

ous other items. Beth was born Elizabeth MacLeod 

on March 6, 1933 in St. Patrick’s Channel on the    

Bras d’or Lakes in Cape Breton. Beth had a wonderful 

childhood sharing a home with her grandfather, her 

mother, an older sister, an uncle, and three aunts. 

She tells me that her Grandfather MacLeod was a 

carpenter. He also owned a sawmill, producing     

shingles, posts, 2 x 4’s, etc. When she started school, 

she walked two miles to a one room schoolhouse, 

along with 8 – 10 other students. She mentioned 

“how lucky she was” to be raised in a caring, Chris-

tian family. When Beth was 17, she left home for 

Montreal. Her faithful community collected $50 to 

help her pay for education. Beth says she hung on to 

that $50 as long as she could! It was her insurance 

policy! In Montreal, she lived with her Aunt Dorothy. 

She intended to be a nurse, but required some        

science courses to achieve the proper credentials for 

nursing school. She attended Sir George Williams  

Collegiate (now Concordia) to take these science  

classes at night. During this time, she supplemented 

her meagre savings with babysitting, and decided she 

might as well take typing and shorthand at Central 

Business College during the day. One of her 

babysitting assignments was with the Walsh family. 

Remember David Walsh!? Bre-X? Well, Beth babysat 

David and his siblings. Changed his diapers, she said. 

We left that subject there. Life has a way of taking 

different directions than the ones planned. So, it hap-

pened that Beth’s marks at Central Business College 

were outstanding. Her teachers recommended her 

for a position with CN Steamships. She worked at CN 

on St. James Street for 5 years, and was well appreci-

ated by her bosses. During the winters, when the  St. 

Lawrence Seaway was frozen, she was often trans-

ferred to Halifax to help with the purchasing part of 

the business. This offered her a chance to visit her 

family in Cape Breton. She says “how lucky she was” 

for this opportunity. Now this theme of “How Lucky 

Am I” kept arising throughout my conversation with 

Beth. We all know that life hands out lemons and de-

tours sometimes, but Beth’s positivity shines 

through. A business school friend introduced her to a 

young, dashing Keith Phillips. They were married on 

October 1, 1955 in St. James United Church in      

Montreal. You can see this magnificent church in the 

United Church calendar October 2020. Keith was an 

electronics technician, worked for Marconi, branched 

out into a partnership to run a service station, and 

then landed a fine position with Northern Electric – 

Telecom- Nortel. He worked there until 1992 when 

he retired, and as Beth said... “how lucky they were” 

to retire before Nortel went into bankruptcy.         

Children arrived. Kim(1956), Karen (1958), Edward 

(1961), Bruce (1962), and Wendy (1966). Life was full 

and hectic. Beth never learned to drive a car, which 

Introducing: Beth Phillips by Wanda Veer 
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getting to and from church, stores, lessons, kids 

events. But, Beth said “how lucky she was” to be able 

to walk or bus or bike to functions. Her family had 

been staunch members of the Presbyterian Church in 

her hometown, and Beth enjoyed the faith and 

friendships surrounding a church. St. James United 

was her first church in Montreal. After she and Keith 

and kids moved to Cote de Neige (West island of 

Montreal), she joined the Roxboro United Church, 

being a charter member of this 1961 congregation. 

She sang in the choir and was heavily involved with 

the Sunday School. At that time, Roxboro had the 

largest Sunday School in Canada with about 1,300        

children. Beth was part of the primary department 

with 350 children ages 6 – 8. At that time, the United 

Church came out with Core Curriculum. Remember 

it? Beth says “how lucky she was” to have the privi-

lege of working with that curriculum. Beth’s involve-

ment with Roxboro also took her on a cooking       

adventure.  

She was camp cook at summer camps. Cedar Lodge 

Camp in Magog, Quebec; Camp Callalla in the 

Gatineau Hills; Graceville; to name a few. She        

recounted her first episode with the “big black gas 

camp stove”. She obviously tamed the beast,         

because the camp directors were happy to have her. 

One summer she took son, Bruce (aged 15), to the 

junior girls camp to assist with maintenance. A bad 

idea! The girls were more interested in Bruce than 

the other activities!! After Keith’s retirement, and 

the unsettling “Quebec Referendum”, Keith and Beth 

decided to move out of Quebec. Keith’s first choice 

was Kelowna, but daughter Kim was in Calgary, so 

they bought a home in Hawkwood in 1997. Here 

they shared the house with Kim and grandson, Neil. 

Beth had tracked down a United Church in her area. 

St. Thomas it was. Her first attempt to get to the 

church service was a disaster. She couldn’t find the 

church, and anyone she asked had no proper         

directions. She had decided to do some “church 

shopping”, so gave St. Thomas a try the next Sunday.     

Rev Geoff Carr was the minister then. The first       

person to welcome Beth to our St. Thomas family 

was Mae Jensen. Mae obviously did a great job     

because Beth’s church shopping stopped there. 

Again, “how lucky she was” to find us. In 2005, Keith 

and Beth moved to the Watergrove Mobile Park 

Community. Fifteen happy years have been spent in 

this welcoming community. Sadly, Keith died in 2015, 

after their 60th wedding anniversary. But life didn’t 

stop for Beth. She and Neil Smith, another member 

of the Watergrove Community, have been spending 

a lot of time together. Neil and Beth made a trip to 

New Zealand in 2018. Neil’s home had been New 

Zealand, so they toured the whole country, north 

and south, east and west. One highlight was to visit 

the Rev. Norman MacLeod museum. “How lucky she 

is” to have this wonderful friend Neil in her world. 

(Be sure to look up the Rev. Norman MacLeod histo-

ry. He left Scotland with a group of followers, called 

the Normanites. He arrived at St. Ann’s in Cape Bre-

ton, and then on to Waipu, New Zealand.)  

Beth’s hobbies are wood working, collecting friends, 

history, music, and organizing. She has been a life-

time member of STUC’s Pastoral Care, and is our go-

to funeral reception organizer. “How Lucky We Are” 

to have Beth Phillips as a part of our St. Thomas fam-

ily. Thank you Beth for your positive attitude, your 

care, your concern, and for your gentle, generous 

contributions.  
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ST. THOMAS ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

If you stop receiving our weekly emails please let the 
office know. The program we use randomly disable 
accounts from time to time. It doesn’t mean we have 
intentionally removed you from our distribution list. 
We will only know that you are not receiving the 
emailed bulletins and newsletters if you let us know. 
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STAFF 

Ministers:  
Rev. Tracy Robertson 

tracyrobertson@stthomasunited.ca 
Rev. Justin McNeill  

justinmcneill@stthomasunited.ca 
 

Office Administrator:                     
Halyna Kinasevych  

office@stthomasunited.ca 
 

Sunday School & Nursery Coordinator: 
Erin MacLean-Berko  

 Adult Choir: 
 Pam Bazinet  

Children’s Choir: 
Erin MacLean-Berko  

Youth Choir: 
  Barb Robertson  

Orchestra: 
Dick Worton  

Organist & Accompanist: 
Kari Orosz  

Youth Accompanist: 
  Kloria Wen           

Youth Leaders: 
Heather Robertson 

Caitlin Hornbeck 
Jaqueline Verwaayen 

 

ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICES: 10:00 am 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvt-

BXFGvS5ATsSMot2xguQ 
 

 
The St. Thomas Newsletter: 

is  published at the beginning of: 
January, March, May, September and November.  

Submissions are due by the 15th  
of the preceding month.   

Send submissions to office@stthomasunited.ca 
 

Program/Event Registration:  
To register for any programs or events at St. Thomas  
please sign up online, or contact the church office. 

 
Baptism: 

If you are interested in baptism,  
please contact  the church office. 

 

Last But Not Least:  

Adopt-A-Family: Once 
again this Christmas 
season the Outreach 
Committee will be fa-
cilitating an oppor-
tunity for members of 
the congregation to 
care for those in our 
community who are 
less fortunate, a par-
ticularly important 
initiative during this 

ongoing Covid pandemic.  It will look a little different this 
year as we continue to connect remotely.  Please watch 
for details about the families' requests to be posted 
online the middle of November.  A safe drop off box will 
be provided at the church with details to follow.  Please 
help us make a difference in our community by sup-
porting this long time initiative of caring and outreach.  

 Outreach Committee: Linda Dick 

Our book club has a wonderful new website!  
Check it out here and come join us! 

https://stuconbooks.wordpress.com/ 

Wednesday Night Book Club: Rachel Murray 

https://stuconbooks.wordpress.com/

