
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, December 20, 2020  
Theme:  Advent 4: LOVE  

Online VU = Voices United      MV = More Voice 
Worship link can be found here:  

https://stthomasunited.ca/   

 

Order of Service: 
 

Prelude: Kari Orosz:  I’ll Be Home For Christmas by Kim Gannon 
and Walter Kent  
Welcome to our Online Worship Service       
Acknowledgement of Treaty 7, Métis Region 3 Land 

Candle Lighting & Silence 

Introit: Hope is A Star (verse 4)                                              VU#7 

Call to Worship 

Opening Prayer:  Holy God, as we gather for worship we hear 
of favoured ones, promised ones, and pregnant ones. Of family 
and partners, and children connected by your grace. We hear of 
love’s journey from the realms of glory to the stable’s humility. 
And through each step along the way we hear words of comfort 
saying “Do not be afraid”. Help us in this time of worship to set 
fear aside and hear your love once more. Amen. 
Hymn: O Come All Ye Faithful                              VU#60 

Scripture: Luke 1: 26-45 Reader: John Latter 

Ministry of Music: The Strummers The Children of Bethlehem 

by John Denver 

The Message: Those Who Dream Are Not Alone  

Ministry of Music: Adult Choir Adult Choir Waiting by Pepper 

Choplin  

Invitation to Open Hands 

Offertory Prayer: Holy One, in acts of love outstretched, we 
offer our gifts to the work of community in the world. Bless that 
which we offer to the work of love made known in the name of 
the One who comes this season.  Amen. 
Hymn 2: A Candle is Burning (verse 4)                                   VU#6 

Pastoral Prayers & Prayer of Jesus  

Hymn:   Go Tell it on the Mountain                                       VU#43                        

Commissioning & Benediction 

Postlude: Kari Orosz:  The Christmas Song (Chestnuts Roasting 

on an Open Fire) by Vince Guaraldi  

 

Choose Your Own  
Online Christmas Adventures  

as we are all “Home for the Holy-Days” 
 

December 20: Teen Christmas Musical. Avail-
able at 4:00 pm onward. If you’re interested 
in joining a coffee chat after you watch the 
musical, please email the office and we will 
send you zoom instructions. We are planning 
to meet for coffee chat at 4:45 pm. 

December 21: Longest Night: A Blue Christ-
mas Service. Available at noon and onward. 
If this Christmas Season is difficult for you in 
any way, please join us for this service of 
Hope and Light for contemplation, prayer, 
and reflection. 

December 23: A Country Christmas. Join us 
for a very special Christmas Service from 
Llewelyn-Bethel Chapel in SE Saskatchewan. 
Available at 10:00 am onward. See full details 
inside the bulletin. 

December 24: the fol-
lowing 3 services availa-
ble at 10:00 am onward: 
1. Kids, Carols, and 

Chaos service: a 
kid/family-friendly 
service re-telling 
the nativity story 

2. Adult Choir Cantata 
service: a musical  

       re-telling of the  
       Christmas story 
3.    Communion service 
 
December 27: Hot Seat Sunday where Justin, 
Candace, and Tracy will ask each other inter-
esting questions. Available at 10:00 am on-
ward. 



 
UPDATES 

 
Coffee Chat Sunday Mornings! Join us Sunday mornings as we 
gather via Zoom for a time to watch the online worship service to-
gether as community starting around 9:45 am with the service 
starting at 10 am.  Then stay after the service for a time of checking 

in and conversation.  To register and receive the Zoom invite, send us an email at 
coffee-chat@stthomasunited.ca and we’ll email the info on Friday afternoons.  
 

The 2021 UCC calendars are now available at $7.00 each.  
Please contact the office to arrange purchase, pick up or delivery. 
 

Youth Group (grades 7-10) meets weekly for social events with a mix of in-
person, physically distanced and virtual meetings. If you would like to join us, 
please email the youth leaders at youth@sttomasunited.ca.  

Junior Youth Group (grades 4-6) meets virtually through ZOOM every second 
week. The next meeting are Jan 8, Jan 22, Feb 5, and Feb 19.  If interested, 
please email junioryouth@sttomasunited.ca. 

 

Grocery Gift Card Sales are available for Safeway/Sobeys, Co-
op and Superstore in $50’s and $100’s.  Email fundrais-
ing@stthomasunited.ca with your order and we can arrange 
pickup/delivery.  Thank you. Richard Taylor-Kerr 
 

 

St Thomas Christmas Bags: Thanks to Todd Robertson for the 

idea, thanks to the Hospitality Team who made the idea work, 

and to our many driver/delivery folks who managed quick visits 

with you. This was a fun 2020 way of telling each of you how 

much we miss seeing you in person.   

mailto:youth@sttomasunited.ca
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UPDATES 

 Link: https://stthomasunited.ca/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Link: https://symonsvalleyuc.com/ for more details 



UPDATES 

The Bear Clan Patrol wants to thank all of you for your generous do-

nations.  They have received socks, gloves, toques, lots of warm 

clothing and blankets.  These have all been handed out to people in 

Forest Lawn and the East Village that were in desperate need.  We 

even had a large pot of soup made for the patrol which the recipients 

raved about, were extremely thankful for, and ate every drop.  It is 

this kind of loving kindness that warms the hearts of people who 

need it most and the Bear Clan Patrol is appreciative of your support. 

The Adopt A Family program had a very slow start this year, which 

caused minor panic. But we should have known that you would re-

spond, as you always do, to make sure that all of the gifts could be 

provided to all the families.  You were very generous ensuring that 

families would have warm clothes and boots for the winter, a toy or 

something special that they really wanted and $300 or more in gro-

cery store gift cards. Your generosity will make their Christmas merri-

er and ensure out Adopted Families have food into the New Year!  

Thank you for your kindness. 

Affirming Group: Let's pick up speed with the Affirming side of 

things! On Dec 27 Affirming Connections and Hillhurst United Church 

are hosting an online celebration of National Fruitcake Day! (see pg 7 

for details). There will be a broadcast that presents a diverse collec-

tion of micro-sermons and mini-reflections on spirituality at this time 

of year, specifically surrounding LGBTQ2S+ peoples. As STUC’s service 

takes place during the same time we will be gather to watch the     

recorded feed later in the day. Please email affirm-

ing@stthomasunited.ca to sign up!  



BEYOND ST THOMAS 
 

Christian– Muslim Dialogue: Tracy has been invited to attend and speak 
the 22nd annual Christian Muslim Dialogue (via zoom) on the occasion of 
Christmas. Islamic Supreme Council of Canada (ISCC) organizes this Chris-
tian Muslim gathering near Christmas time to develop better understand-
ing of each other and to learn about Christian Muslim traditions and festi-
vals. The program is on Tuesday, December 22 at 5:00 PM (Calgary Time).  

 

Christian and Muslim 
leaders who will share 
their thoughts on cele-
bration of Christmas, 
Christian traditions 
and festivals, Muslim 
perspective on Christ-
mas and the im-
portance of interfaith 
understanding and re-
lationships. The pro-
gram may be 45 
minutes to 60 minutes 
in duration. 

 

 



BEYOND ST THOMAS 
 

A Country Christmas: Join us for a Christmas Service from Llewelyn-Bethel 
Chapel near Bangor & Atwater in SE Saskatchewan. It was built in 1910 and 
is the oldest Welsh congregation in Western Canada. In 1934 the congrega-
tion joined the United Church of Canada and is part of the Little Cutarm 
Pastoral Charge, which is served by Shelly Morris (lay supply and Sacra-
ment Elder) and Rev. Susan Griffith (Pastoral Charge Supervisor) who  is al-
so mom of our very own Kari Orosz! Evening services are usually held  
twice a year - on Dec. 23 for Christmas Eve and on Good Friday. There is no 
electricity and a wood-burning stove is the only source of heat. On Christ-
mas Eve candles & oil lamps are lit in the windows, and music is provided 
by the pump organ. We are honoured and privileged to be able to offer this 
service and hope people share it widely with friends and family. 
 

The Centre for Newcomers is seeking winter wear such as jackets, scarfs, 
gloves, toques and winter boots for both women and men.  If you have any 
items, new or gently used to donate, please contact Hope Cochran at 
hopeco7@gmail.com. I can come pick it up or you can take it to Communi-
ty Wise at 223 - 12 Ave SW. Thank you for supporting those less fortunate. 
 

Broadview Magazine:  It’s time to place your order or 
renew your subscription to the Broadview (formerly 
known as Observer). Annual subscription is $25.  Please 
mail your cash/ cheque made payable to  St. Thomas 
United Church  100 Hawkwood Blvd T3G2S9. Please indi-
cate that it is for “Broadview". DEADLINE FOR ORDERING 
is January 7.  If you no longer wish to receive the maga-
zine or have any questions, please contact Jan Campbell 

at 403-909-7402. Note: As Halyna is working from home, in person drop off 
at the church is not an option at present. If you would rather, you may de-
liver a cheque to me  at 17 Tuscany Glen Rd, Tuscany. Peace, Jan Campbell. 

mailto:hopeco7@gmail.com


BEYOND ST THOMAS 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Register here for the above event:  

https://www.facebook.com/events/386948222512302  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Register through Zoom for the special link to this online event: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZctcu-hrzIiGNcK1DAlYwjQsvAsBo-sZqT7   

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/386948222512302


THIS WEEK AT ST. THOMAS 

Sunday, Dec 20  
10:00 am     Online Worship 
 
Monday, Dec 21      
Noon onward          Blue Christmas Online Service 
 
Tuesday, Dec 22     no events 
 
Wednesday,  Dec 23 
10:00 am onward   A Country Christmas Online Service 
7:30 pm      12 Step Group 
 
Thursday, Dec 24     Online Worship (see first page) 
   
Friday, Dec 25     Merry Christmas! 
 
Saturday, Dec 26     no events 
    

Ministers: Rev. Tracy Robertson  
                    Rev. Justin McNeill 
 

Office Administrator: Halyna Kinasevych 
 

Music Team:  Pam Bazinet, Barb Robertson,  
  Dick Worton, Erin MacLean-Berko 
 

Accompanists:  Kari Orosz, Kloria Wen 
 

Youth Leaders:  Heather Robertson 
  Caitlin Hornbeck 
  Jacqueline Verwaayen  
 

Upcoming Service Themes:  
Dec 20:       Advent 4—Love 
Dec 21:       Blue Christmas 
Dec 23:       A Country Christmas 
Dec 24:       Christmas Eve Services 
Dec 27:       Hot Seat Sunday 
Jan 3:          Epiphany 

Through our gifts we commit ourselves to 
live out the mission and ministry of the 
church. Please give generously to the Mis-
sion and Service Fund to make this possi-
ble. 

St. Thomas is an Affirming Ministry within 
The United Church of Canada. LGBTQ2 
people are whole people and full mem-
bers in this community of faith.  

The United Church of Canada St. Thomas is  
proud to be part of the United Church of     
Canada which ministers to close to 3 million 
people in 3,500 congregations across the 
country. For more info about the United       
Church visit www.united-church.ca  

100 Hawkwood Blvd. NW  
Calgary AB T3G 2S9  

office@stthomasunited.ca 
www.stthomasunited.ca      

403-241-0366 

  Each Sunday we acknowledge that we are on 
  Treaty 7 land, not out of guilt or shame, but  
  in recognition of the land on which we gath-

er. We give thanks for the traditional territo-
ries and oral practices that have lived on this 
land for thousands of years through the 
Indigenous Nations of the Siksika, Kanai, 
Piikani. Stoney-Nakota and Tsuut’ina and all 
people  who make their homes in this, our 
Treaty 7 region of Alberta, and the Region 3 
Métis Nation. 


