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CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION LITURGY 

 

One: God be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.  

All: We lift them up to God.  

One: Let us give thanks to God.  

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

  

God of all dreams and source of all love in the world, 

we gather in your presence this day of days to 

encounter your Son born this night.  

 

Throughout the ages, your dreams have inspired. 

Through Abraham and Sarah, you dreamed of a 

nation born out of laughter. Through a people 

enslaved, you dreamed of a land flowing free. Through 

mountain top moments and valleys of bones, you 

dreamed of a people to call your own. Through times 

of trial and hearts of stone your dreams remained and 

your call continued. 
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VU55 - In the Bleak Midwinter (Verse 1) 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 

earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

snow had fallen, snow on snow; snow on snow. 

in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 

Through the announcement of an angel and the 

willingness of Mary, you dreamed of a child being 

born. Through the dream of Joseph and the heart of a 

carpenter, Christ was accepted. Through the visions of 

shepherds, your dream was witnessed. Through the 

journey of the Magi, your dream was sought out.  

 

VU55 - In the Bleak Midwinter (Verse 2) 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth 

sustain; 

heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes 

to reign; 

in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 

the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ 

 

And on the night before your son was turned over to 

those whose dreams he challenged, Jesus broke 

bread with those whose dreams he shared. His blood 

and body broken before them, shared in love made 
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known. Saying this is God’s new dream for all, poured 

out for one and all.   

 

VU55 - In the Bleak Midwinter (Verse 3) 

Enough for him, whom cherubim worship night 

and day,  

a breast full of milk, and a manger full of hay. 

Enough for him, whom angels fall down before, 

the ox and ass and camel which adore. 

 

This is the dream that we too are invited to share in 

once more. The bread of life and the cup of salvation. 

The dream of God’s place in our lives and love made 

known. The sustaining presence of grace poured out 

into the world in time and space and in our lives.  

 

VU55 - In the Bleak Midwinter (Verse 4) 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb, 

if I were a wise man I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him—give my heart. 

 

In our receiving and in our dreaming, may we know 

what we can do. May we know that our dreams are 

enough and our love enlivens. May we see the Holy in 
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our time and space that through our living, God’s 

dreams come true. Amen.  

 

This table is not the table of any particular United 

Church community, nor is it the table of the United 

Church of Canada, this is the table of God and as 

such, it is open to all those that seek to know the 

dream that is God in their lives.  This table testifies to 

the Hope nurtured in Mary as she nurtured the child of 

peace.  The coming of the child of God renewed and 

restored the people to the possibility of joy.  Christ 

gave of himself, knowing that the path to wholeness is 

navigated through brokenness.   

 

This table reminds us of the richness of Life: Hope, 

Peace, Joy, and Love, lived out in the life of our faith. 

It bears the memory of the Christmas Miracle: Of Glory 

to God in the Highest; of Peace to the people on 

Earth; of Emmanuel, God with us. In the light of the 

flickering flame and the anticipation of new life, we are 

transformed by the grace of God found at this very 

table.  With eyes of wonder, hearts filled with dreams 

of love, we see the Christ alive in each other for the 

first time and of old once more. 
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The Bread of Life: Christ born in you. 

The Cup of Grace: God’s dream alive in you. 

 

Come, share the meal prepared in love. 

 

God of shepherds and kings, of dreams and love, you 

gather us by the light of the star and in the presence of 

angles. You lead us not only to hope for the future, but 

to trust in your presence. Guide us this night, by the 

light of that same star. Lead us to the mangers of this 

world, where dreams are met with the renewal life, be 

with us on this most wondrous of nights, we ask in 

Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 


