
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 17, 2021 
Theme:  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Online VU = Voices United      MV = More Voice 

Worship link can be found here: https://stthomasunited.ca/   
 

Order of Service: 
 

Prelude: Kari Orosz: Be Thou My Vision,  
Traditional Irish     Melody, arr by Larry Shackley  
Welcome to our Online Worship Service       
Acknowledgement of Treaty 7, Métis Region 3 Land 

Candle Lighting & Silence 

Introit: I Am the Light of the World            VU#87 

Call to Worship 

Opening Prayer: Lord, you are the vinedresser who cares for 
us with love. You call on us to see the beauty of each branch 
united to the vine, the beauty of each person. And yet, too often 
the differences in others make us afraid. We withdraw into our-
selves. Our trust in you is forsaken. Enmity develops between us. 
Come and direct our hearts toward you once again. Grant us to 

live from your forgiveness so that we may be together and 
praise your name. Amen. 
Hymn: In Christ There is No East or West             VU#606 
Scripture: John 15:1-17 (The Inclusive Bible)  

Reader: Andrea Sonpal 

The Message: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Ministry of Music: Maple Leaf Brass: What a Wonderful 

World by Bob Thiele & George Weill arr. S. Montgomery  

Invitation to Open Hands 

Offertory Prayer: Holy One, Holy One, each from our 
own ability and in our own way, let us offer what we are able 
to the work of the church and the unity of God’s people. With 
your blessing may we be able to act in ways that illuminate your 
love and unify your world.  Amen.  

Hymn 2: Gather Us In (x2)                                         MV#7 

Pastoral Prayers & Prayer of Jesus  

Hymn:   Many are the Light Beams              VU#588                        

Commissioning & Benediction 

Postlude: Kari Orosz:  Come Together by John Lennon &  

Paul McCartney 

 

The international resources for the 2021 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity have 
been prepared by the Monastic Commu-
nity of Grandchamp in Switzerland, a 
group of religious sisters from different 
church traditions brought together by a 
common vocation of prayer, community 
life and hospitality and by their commit-
ment to Christian unity. 

The 2021 theme Abide in my love and you 
shall bear much fruit (John 15:5-9) calls 
us to pray and to work for reconciliation 
and unity in the church, with our human 
family, and with all of creation. Drawing 
on the Gospel image of vine and branch-
es, it invites us to nourish unity with God 
and with one another through contem-
plative silence, prayer, and common     
action. Grafted into Christ the vine as 
many diverse branches, may we bear rich 
fruit and create new ways of living, with 
respect for and communion with all of 
creation. 

 
 

https://www.grandchamp.org/en/
https://www.grandchamp.org/en/


 

UPDATES 
 

Coffee Chat Sunday Mornings! Join us Sunday mornings as we 
gather via Zoom for a time to watch the online worship service 
together as community starting around 9:45 am with the service 
starting at 10 am.  Then stay after the service for a time of 
checking in and conversation.  To register and receive the Zoom 
invite, send us an email at coffee-chat@stthomasunited.ca and 
we’ll email the info on Friday afternoons.  

 
There are a few  2021 UCC calendars still available at $7.00 each.  
Please contact the office to arrange purchase, pick up or delivery. 
 

Youth Group (grades 7-10) meets weekly for social events with a mix of            
in-person, physically distanced and virtual meetings. If you would like to join us, 
please email the youth leaders at youth@sttomasunited.ca.  

Junior Youth Group (grades 4-6) meets virtually through ZOOM every second 
week. The next meeting are Jan 22, Feb 5, and Feb 19.  If interested, please email 
junioryouth@sttomasunited.ca. 
 

Grocery Gift Card Sales are available for Safeway/Sobeys, Co-op and Super-
store in $50’s and $100’s.  Email fundraising@stthomasunited.ca with your order 
and we can arrange pickup/delivery.  Thank you. Richard Taylor-Kerr 
 

 
Annual Report:  Committee members please ensure you 
submit your report to the office before Monday, January 25. 
Thank you! 
 

 

mailto:youth@sttomasunited.ca
mailto:junioryouth@sttomasunited.ca


UPDATES 

We are looking for pictures of people holding 

hands with a loved one for a February social 

media project. Send us pictures of you holding 

hands with a loved one, a partner, a child, or a 

friend. With your permission we would like to 

use the first names of the holders with the im-

ages. Be fun, be creative, be loving. For exam-

ple this image is of Gunter and Ilse (Tracy’s 

dad and mom) Submit your images to communications@stthomasunited.ca 
 

Wanda’s Preserves: Thank you to the many folk who pur-

chased preserves for themselves and for Christmas gifts.  Also, 

for replenishing my stock of empty jars.  A contribution was 

made to Building and Property for $750. That's 50% of my 

sales.  An excellent year.  -Wanda Veer 

 

BEYOND ST THOMAS 
 

The Bear Clan Patrol is a grassroots, indigenous led group that patrols the 

streets of Forest Lawn and East Village.  They talk to Indigenous people, the 

homeless, sex trade workers and other marginalized people to ensure they 

are ok or to refer them to services.  BCP provide safety supplies, food and 

clothing.  At this time the BCP is made up entirely of the Indigenous Council 

members due to Covid restrictions.  They are using vehicles to patrol the 

streets, picking up sharps and helping the people they encounter.  The patrols 

are in desperate need of gloves, socks, backpacks and hygiene items.  Dona-

tions can be brought to the church (by appointment) or call or email Karen at 

karenkavanagh80@gmail.com or 403-286-8073 for alternate arrangements. 



BEYOND ST THOMAS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Warm Hello and New Year Greetings, 
My name is Lori Neale and I am supporting climate justice work as a   
network coordinator at the UCC General Council Office.. It was wonder-
ful to join with you on the For the Love of Creation sessions in Novem-
ber.   We really want this effort to spread across the country and encou-
rage many UCC communities to participate. To this end, we are hosting 
a national conversation on January 18 to lift up the resources available 
and to plan how to support each other in UCC communities of faith,   
networks, and regions, to take up these resources and build local initia-
tives for climate action (denominationally and ecumenically). We are   
inviting all those who attended the November sessions as well as others 
who may not yet have heard about this effort to come together to build 
a United Effort.  We hope you will be able to attend.  
The Ecumenical For The Love of Creation effort is a great opportunity   
to build climate justice leaders in our church and contribute to             
ecumenical push for climate conversations, theological reflection and  
advocacy. January 18 at 2 pm MT. Click on the link below to register: 
https://united-church.zoom.us/j/98899463295?
pwd=NG55MzBkSmxYT3E2cGdVOS83Rmo4dz09 
Please share the invitation with others who are able to take some initia-
tive in your community. If you can’t attend, but would like a recording, 
please register and it will be made available to you. If you are already 
planning a climate conversation, let us know that too.  Thank you! 
 

https://fortheloveofcreation.ca/
https://united-church.zoom.us/j/98899463295?pwd=NG55MzBkSmxYT3E2cGdVOS83Rmo4dz09
https://united-church.zoom.us/j/98899463295?pwd=NG55MzBkSmxYT3E2cGdVOS83Rmo4dz09


BEYOND ST THOMAS 
 
Meet a Religious Leader and their Community  This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to get to know a Calgary Religious Leader and virtually visit their 
place of worship We are co-sponsoring this project with CACG (Calgary Alli-
ance for the Common Good) and I-CARE (Interfaith and Community against 
Racism, Discrimination and Violence) Check out our 10 previous amazing 
video's of various faith traditions in Calgary: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbnqU16MTKQ2EF4a5TuIwjg 

You can request the zoom link by emailing   
calgaryqueerchurch@andychurch.org 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wDa3hHiiqDx6b7lRE0aQvKeBib7O5melPpC8FFp9M51T6vvFDvON5rab0cjXvPeqBkpkcKVaIbufxS0zEce18-RB71pZZn-7ROsZEDZgynuG85WX0iDGaiCvAZGASVnYuxq6p6kLw-lRssTNLYT5JLxPaBqJPkVzKfvviv6z5X1b1UllaVbXBF9_S9etkoPwGgIj4_XwUoXpPataUM7fTVbyzMHcyYwF&c=r
mailto:calgaryqueerchurch@andychurch.com


THIS WEEK AT ST. THOMAS 

Sunday,  Jan 17  
10 am                     Online Worship 
1 pm      Virtual Bible Study 
 
Monday, Jan 18     no events 
 
Tuesday,  Jan 19      no events 
 
Wed,  Jan 20             no events 
 
Thursday,  Jan 21    
9 am      Worship Filming 
evening      Virtual Choirs 
   
Friday,  Jan 22      
noon      Al Madinah Islamic Group Prayer 
evening      Virtual Youth Group 
                                    Virtual Junior Youth Group 
 
Saturday,  Jan 23     Karate 
 

Ministers: Rev. Tracy Robertson  
                    Rev. Justin McNeill 
 

Office Administrator: Halyna Kinasevych 
 

Music Team:  Pam Bazinet, Barb Robertson,  
  Dick Worton, Erin MacLean-Berko 
 

Accompanists:  Kari Orosz, Kloria Wen 
 

Youth Leaders:  Heather Robertson 
  Caitlin Hornbeck 
  Jacqueline Verwaayen  

Upcoming Service Themes:  
 

Jan 17:     Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Jan 24:     Gender Equality & the Church 
Jan 31:     Universal Basic Income 
Feb 7:       Universal Basic Income 
Feb 14:    Universal Basic Income 
Feb 21:    Lent 1 

Through our gifts we commit ourselves to 
live out the mission and ministry of the 
church. Please give generously to the Mis-
sion and Service Fund to make this possi-
ble. 

St. Thomas is an Affirming Ministry within 
The United Church of Canada. LGBTQ2 
people are whole people and full mem-
bers in this community of faith.  

The United Church of Canada St. Thomas is  
proud to be part of the United Church of     
Canada which ministers to close to 3 million 
people in 3,500 congregations across the 
country. For more info about the United       
Church visit www.united-church.ca  

100 Hawkwood Blvd. NW  
Calgary AB T3G 2S9  

office@stthomasunited.ca 
www.stthomasunited.ca      

403-241-0366 

  Each Sunday we acknowledge that we are on 
  Treaty 7 land, not out of guilt or shame, but  
  in recognition of the land on which we gath-
er. We give thanks for the traditional territo-
ries and oral practices that have lived on this 
land for thousands of years through the 
Indigenous Nations of the Siksika, Kanai, 
Piikani. Stoney-Nakota and Tsuut’ina and all 
people  who make their homes in this, our 
Treaty 7 region of Alberta, and the Region 3 
Métis Nation. 


