
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, February 7, 2021 
 

Theme:  Basic Income Guarantee 2 
Online VU = Voices United      MV = More Voice 

Worship link can be found here: https://stthomasunited.ca/   
 
 

Order of Service: 
 

Prelude: Kari Orosz: Proud Mary by John Fogerty 
Welcome to our Online Worship Service       
Acknowledgement of Treaty 7, Métis Region 3 Land 

Candle Lighting & Silence 

Introit: In Loving Partnership We Come (vs 1 &3)           VU#603 

Call to Worship 

Opening Prayer:  Holy God,  you have searched us out and 
know us. You see our lives and our intentions, our highs and our 
lows, our aspirations and our failures, and in the knowledge of 
all these things you love us to the end. Help us to see that love in 
ourselves as in one another. Help us to see the worth in the mir-
ror when we look at our reflection as a reflection of the worth 
you see in our deepest of souls. Help us to know that each of us 
and all of us are worthy in your sight. Amen. 
Hymn: For the Fruit of All Creation                                   VU#227 
Scripture: Matthew 20: 1-16 (inclusive Bible) 

Reader: Karen Kavanagh 

The Message: Basic Income Guarantee 2 

Ministry of Music: Orchestra: Austrian Hymn by Joseph Hadyn 

Invitation to Open Hands 

Offertory Prayer: Holy One, through that which we have 
earned and that which we have been given, we offer you our 
gifts; that through these things and through our lives, we might 
build a world in your image. A world where gifts are honoured 
and worth is upheld, and where all your people, are loved as 
your own. May our actions enable these and all things, in your 
name and in your world. Amen.  
Hymn 2: Deep In Our Hearts (v1)                                    MV#154 

Pastoral Prayers & Prayer of Jesus  

Hymn:   Small Things Count           VU#361                       

Commissioning & Benediction 

Postlude: Kari Orosz:  Fast Car by Tracy Chapman 

 

Guaranteed Livable Income 
Prayer 

God of all peoples, 
Creator of a grand cosmos and tiny infants, 
Source of nurture and creation, 
you call us into relationship with each other.  

We stand in our own judgement 
when we turn away from those who suffer. 
In the midst of affluence and pandemic 
we hear the cries of those who struggle to survive. 

Open our ears to those voices 
and our hearts to your persuasive Spirit. 
May we see the needs of our neighbours 
and advocate for the fair distribution of resources. 

May we learn the politics of justice and adequacy, 
that we may act with justice, 
love kindness, and walk with humility. 

Today we remember all who struggle to survive. 
We specifically hold in our hearts 
low-income racialized communities, 
who have experienced the most challenges  
with COVID. 
 
We pray for our political leaders, 
that they act with compassion 
as they are asked to give leadership 
to implement a guaranteed livable income. 

Remind us, Holy Wisdom, that through your love 
we encounter in each person, friend, or stranger 
Christ’s light and love in the world. 

Grant that we may promote the justice and ac-
ceptance 
that enables peace, a true shalom. 
Help us to remember that we are one world and 
one family. 
Amen 

―Rev. Susan Eagle, Chair, Shining Waters Social 
and Ecological Justice Commission with Barry 
Rieder, Jane Finch Community Ministry 



 

UPDATES 
 

Coffee Chat Sunday Mornings! Join us Sunday mornings as 
we gather via Zoom to watch the online worship service to-
gether as community starting at 9:45 am (service starts at 10 
am.) Then stay after the service for a time of checking in and 
conversation.  To receive the Zoom invite send us an email at  
coffee-chat@stthomasunited.ca. 

 
Youth Group (grades 7-10) meets weekly for social events with a mix of            
in-person, physically distanced and virtual meetings. If you would like to join 
us, please email the youth leaders at youth@sttomasunited.ca.   

Junior Youth Group (grades 4-6) meets virtually through ZOOM every sec-
ond week. The next meetings are Feb 19 & March 5.  If interested, please 
email junioryouth@sttomasunited.ca. 
 

Affirming Film Chat: our next Film Chat event will be 
this Sunday, February 7th at 3:00 pm. This time we 
will be watching Queer Eye:     season 5, episode 1 
(this is a Netflix show so if you do not have access to 
Netflix, please email Evangeline and we can work 
something out for you). The format will be the as last time: watch the video 
before coming to the chat so  we can all discuss out thoughts and feelings on 
it. Please email affirming@stthomasunited.ca to RSVP or if you have any 
questions. 

 

Our upcoming newsletter submissions are due by       
Feb 15. Please email yours to the office and ensure the 
email subject line states “Newsletter”. Thank you! 

 

mailto:youth@sttomasunited.ca
mailto:junioryouth@sttomasunited.ca


UPDATES 

 We are seeking pictures of people holding hands with        

a loved one for our February social media project. 

Send us pictures of you holding hands with a loved 

one, partner, child, or friend. With your permission we 

would use the first names of the holders with the imag-

es. Be fun, be creative, be loving. For example this im-

age is of Gunter and Ilse (Tracy’s dad and mom) Email 

images to communications@stthomasunited.ca 
 

Ash Wednesday is February 17: Watch your 
mailboxes for an at-home liturgy for you to have 
your own Ash Wednesday reflection… It even 
includes some temporary tattoos. 
 

Hospitality News:  We are planning a surprise distribution for Easter and we 
need your help!  Do you have a favourite Easter or springtime poem, recipe,  
paper craft instruction or story?   This is a year where we need to share some 
of our Lenten and Easter season personal favourites with others.  Please email 
your submissions to me by Feb 20.  As we may not be able to use all submis-
sions in this one distribution, we will keep them for "next time". DON'T BE 
SHY.  I can be reached at 403-239-5964, wandaveer47@gmail.com, or text   
587-224-5455.  I'm happy to discuss this with you also.  - Wanda Veer 
 

Thank you to the following for their contributions to our 
January Worship services: Pam Bazinet, Kari Orosz, 
Mike Orosz, Ron French, Richard Taylor-Kerr and Elaine 
Taylor-Kerr, Youth Choir, Barb Robertson, Kloria Wen, 
Maple Leaf Brass, Dick Worton, Orchestra, Strummers, 
Adult Choir. 



BEYOND ST THOMAS 
 
Queer Virtue Lenten Series: (note: Rev. Tracy has books for all interested) 
Based on the book Queer Virtue by the Rev. Elizabeth Edman, this series is 
designed to help us think about Jesus' demand that we challenge - or 
'queer' - thinking that pits us against one another. The ultimate question is: 
how can we live our faith and be the church more effectively?  
The LGBTQ2S+ community persistently looks to the margins to see who    
isn’t yet included and decide what we’re going to do about it.  This “path” 
bears remarkable similarity to the path that Christians are called to walk. 
Thus, queer experience is a lens that can help Christians better understand 
and navigate an authentic Christian path.  
Exploring ethical dimensions of queer experience such as Pride, coming 
out, scandal, and hospitality, Queer Virtue lifts up the queer ethical path as 
a model for progressive Christian practice, illuminating and potentially    
vivifying the Christian faith. 
5-week series: Monday nights 7:30-9pm: 
Feb 22 - Identity/Pride  March 1 - Risk/Coming Out 
March 8 - Touch   March 15 - Adoption/Authenticity  
March 22 - Scandal/Hospitality  
STUC will also be offering a zoom chat following each of the above studies 
to be held at 7:30– 9pm on Feb 25, March 4, 11, 18 and 25. 
Plus, all are invited to two special LIVE events with the author: 
Intro To Queer Virtue - Feb 10, 7:30-9pm 
St. Thomas zoom chat  – Feb 18, 7:30-9pm 
Where do we go from here?- April 14, 7:30-9pm  
St. Thomas zoom chat – April 15, 7:30-9pm  
 

Registration Link  
 
 

https://form.jotform.com/210186971020044


BEYOND ST THOMAS 

United Nations World Interfaith Harmony Week: Feb. 1-7        
Events throughout this week hosted by many faith communi-
ties in the city.  
Community 30 Minute Reflections: Join us three times every 
day Tues-Sat. No registration required.  Zoom Link  https://
zoom.us/j/99324553175   P: 587-328-1099 

Register for the Closing Ceremonies:  https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/united-
nations-world-interfaith-harmony-week-virtual-closing-banquet-tickets-
132589070479 Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/99324553175 P: 587-328-1099 
Full details here: https://www.calgaryinterfaithcouncil.org/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://affirmunited.ause.ca/the-kitchen-sink-series-presents-pancakes-and-p-i
-e-with-pam-rocker/ 

https://zoom.us/j/99324553175
https://zoom.us/j/99324553175
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/united-nations-world-interfaith-harmony-week-virtual-closing-banquet-tickets-132589070479
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/united-nations-world-interfaith-harmony-week-virtual-closing-banquet-tickets-132589070479
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/united-nations-world-interfaith-harmony-week-virtual-closing-banquet-tickets-132589070479
https://zoom.us/j/99324553175
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BEYOND ST THOMAS 

 

The Bear Clan Patrol is a grassroots, indigenous-led 

group that patrols the streets of Forest Lawn and East 

Village.  They talk to Indigenous people, the homeless, 

sex trade workers and other marginalized people to      

ensure they are ok or to refer them to services.  BCP   

provide safety supplies, food and clothing.  At this time 

the BCP is made up entirely of the Indigenous Council members due to Covid 

restrictions.  They are using vehicles to patrol the streets, picking up sharps    

and helping the people they encounter.  The patrols are in desperate need        

of gloves, socks, backpacks and hygiene items.  Donations can be brought     

to the church (by appointment) or call or email Karen at karenka-

vanagh80@gmail.com or 403-286-8073 for alternate arrangements. Thank you. 

 

Meet a Religious Leader and their Community  This is a wonderful opportunity 

to get to know a Calgary Religious Leader and virtually visit their place of      

worship We are co-sponsoring this project with CACG (Calgary Alliance for the 

Common Good) and I-CARE (Interfaith and Community against Racism,           

Discrimination and Violence) Check out our 10 previous amazing video's of    

various faith traditions in Calgary: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbnqU16MTKQ2EF4a5TuIwjg 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wDa3hHiiqDx6b7lRE0aQvKeBib7O5melPpC8FFp9M51T6vvFDvON5rab0cjXvPeqBkpkcKVaIbufxS0zEce18-RB71pZZn-7ROsZEDZgynuG85WX0iDGaiCvAZGASVnYuxq6p6kLw-lRssTNLYT5JLxPaBqJPkVzKfvviv6z5X1b1UllaVbXBF9_S9etkoPwGgIj4_XwUoXpPataUM7fTVbyzMHcyYwF&c=r


BEYOND ST THOMAS 
 
CACG  Webinar  on  Building  Self   Care  Practices  in  Stressful   Times:   
Wed. Feb. 17, 7-9 pm. During and after stressful events, even more so if 
events are cumulative such as in a pandemic, it is important to recognize 
that self-care can sometimes be more complex and changeable than 
simply attending to bubble baths and bedtimes. Our hope is that this 
webinar taken from material designed primarily by AHS will provide ide-
as and resources for your personal self-care during and after the pan-
demic to support your physical, mental, emotional and spiritual 
health. To register, go to https://www.calgarycommongood.org/. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us online for the  Indigenous Lenten Study on Christ's journey as we 
examine the Vision Quest and 7 Natural Laws of the Assiniboine people. 
Everyone is welcome to partake in the teachings, perspectives and les-
sons of traditional spiritual formation and the Church. Wednesdays at 
7:30 PM, online via Zoom. Hosted by Tony Snow, Indigenous Lead. Spon-
sored by the Urban Indigenous Circle and Chinook Winds Region. Here is 
the link for the series: https://united-church.zoom.us/j/92373198977 

https://www.calgarycommongood.org/
https://united-church.zoom.us/j/92373198977


THIS WEEK AT ST. THOMAS 

Sunday,  Feb 7  
10 am                      Online Worship 
Monday, Feb 8      no events 
Tuesday,  Feb 9        EC & Committees Virtual Meetings 
Wed,  Feb 10             no events 
Thursday,  Feb 11   
9 am       Worship Filming 
evening       Virtual Choirs 
Friday,  Feb 12      
noon      Al Madinah Islamic Group Prayer 
evening      Virtual Youth Group 
Saturday,  Feb 13    Karate 
 

Ministers:  Rev. Tracy Robertson  
                    Rev. Justin McNeill 
 

Office Administrator: Halyna Kinasevych 
 

Music Team:  Pam Bazinet, Barb Robertson,  
  Dick Worton, Erin MacLean-Berko 
 

Accompanists:  Kari Orosz, Kloria Wen 
 

Youth Leaders:  Heather Robertson 
  Caitlin Hornbeck 
  Jacqueline Verwaayen  
 

Sunday School Coordinator:  Erin MacLean-Berko 
 

Truly I tell you,  

whatever you did  

for one of  the least of 

these brothers and sisters  

of  mine,  

you did for me. 

 
Matthew 25:40 

Upcoming Service Themes:  
 
Feb 7:          Basic Income Guarantee 2 
Feb 14:        Basic Income Guarantee 3 
Feb 17:        Ash Wednesday  
Feb 21:        Lent 1 
Feb 28:        Lent 2 
March 7:     Lent 3 

Through our gifts we commit ourselves to 
live out the mission and ministry of the 
church. Please give generously to the Mis-
sion and Service Fund to make this possi-
ble. 

St. Thomas is an Affirming Ministry within 
The United Church of Canada. LGBTQ2 
people are whole people and full mem-
bers in this community of faith.  

The United Church of Canada St. Thomas is  
proud to be part of the United Church of     
Canada which ministers to close to 3 million 
people in 3,500 congregations across the 
country. For more info about the United       
Church visit www.united-church.ca  

100 Hawkwood Blvd. NW  
Calgary AB T3G 2S9  

office@stthomasunited.ca 
www.stthomasunited.ca      

403-241-0366 

  Each Sunday we acknowledge that we are on 
  Treaty 7 land, not out of guilt or shame, but  
  in recognition of the land on which we gath-

er. We give thanks for the traditional territo-
ries and oral practices that have lived on this 
land for thousands of years through the 
Indigenous Nations of the Siksika, Kanai, 
Piikani. Stoney-Nakota and Tsuut’ina and all 
people  who make their homes in this, our 
Treaty 7 region of Alberta, and the Region 3 
Métis Nation. 


