
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Sunday, March 7, 2021 

 
Theme:  Lent 3 

Online VU = Voices United      MV = More Voice 
Worship link can be found here: https://stthomasunited.ca/   

 
 

Order of Service: 
 

Prelude: Kari Orosz: House of the Rising Sun  
Traditional English Ballad, arr by Ramin Djawadi  
Acknowledgement of Treaty 7, Métis Region 3 Land 
Candle Lighting & Silence 

Introit: Throughout These Lenten Days & Nights (vs1)   VU#108 

Call to Worship 

Opening Prayer:  Holy God of all people, help us to see your 
place in this world, in the moments of hope and of joy held silent 
as in the moments of chaos and challenge outspoken. Help us to 
reach up and speak out, to share your voice from the margins 
and to turn the tables of the comfortable. Help us to hear your 
cries and be moved to action in our lives.  Amen. 
Hymn: Jesus Christ is Waiting              VU#117 
Scripture: John 2:13-22 Reader: Elaine Gray 

The Message: Lent 3 

Ministry of Music: Children’s Choir: Rainbow Connection 

by Paul Williams and Kenneth L. Ascher 

Invitation to Open Hands 

Offertory Prayer: Holy One, by the gifts of our lives and the 
actions of our hearts may we be seen and known as your peo-
ple. Through what we have to offer and how we choose to act 
may your challenge for change be seen in our being. That to-
gether we might shape a world in your image.  Amen.  
Hymn 2: Senzeni Na? (2x)                                                       MV#66 

Pastoral Prayers & Prayer of Jesus  

Hymn:   Let Us Build a House                                                 MV#1                     

Commissioning & Benediction 

Postlude: Kari Orosz:  Zombie by Dolores O’Riordan  

 

A Lenten Prayer 

God of the journey, 
we wander through the wilderness, 
thirsty and in need of nourishment. 

As we search, 
sustain us with your loving presence, 

lift us by your grace, and 
save us from our time of trial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a prayer from  
Why I Believe:  

Daily Devotions on Faith & Discipleship  
(UCPH, 2017) 

https://united-church.ca/node/19607
https://united-church.ca/node/19607


 

UPDATES 
 

Coffee Chat Sunday Mornings: Join us Sunday mornings as 
we gather via Zoom to watch the online worship service to-
gether as community starting at 9:45 am (service starts at 10 
am.) Then stay after the service for a time of checking in and 
conversation.  To receive the Zoom invite send us an email at  
coffee-chat@stthomasunited.ca. 

 
Youth Group (grades 7-12) meets weekly for social events with a mix of            
in-person, physically distanced and virtual meetings. If you would like to join 
us, please email the youth leaders at youth@sttomasunited.ca.   

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Youth Group (grades 4-6) meets virtually through ZOOM every sec-
ond week. The next meetings are March 19 & April 2.  If interested, please 
email junioryouth@sttomasunited.ca. 
 

 

We will be offering a Finance Town Hall via Zoom on 
March 23rd at 7 pm  with  our  Treasurer  Greg  Hyatt. 
If you are interested, please contact the office at 
office@stthomasunited.ca to register and receive the 
Zoom link. 
 

mailto:youth@sttomasunited.ca
mailto:junioryouth@sttomasunited.ca


  UPDATES 

Fair Trade Coffee How is your coffee supply?  I think it must 
be getting low by now!  I will once again take orders and will 
deliver them to your door.  If you cannot remember what you 
have ordered in the past, that’s not problem – I keep rec-
ords!  Prices remain the same:  $12 for the 300g bags and 
$60 for 5 lb. boxes (except for Ethiopian, which is $70).  Of 
course, new customers are always welcome, and I will be 
happy to provide you with all the information you need. 
Please let me know if you would like to place an order by 
contacting me as follows:   

Email: jabooth@telusplanet.net Phone: 403-547-8988 (if I am not home 
please leave a message and I will call you back). I will be taking orders until 
Sunday, March 14th. Thank you so much for your support! Judy Booth 

 

 

Veteran’s Association Food Bank: The cold snap is finally 
over and we can actually enjoy shopping for groceries again 
and picking up some things for the Veteran’s Food Bank.  Here 
are some ongoing suggestions: 
 

Canned fruit and vegetables Canned fish, oysters 
Condiments, coffee   Cookies, crackers, pancake mix 
Cleaning supplies   Toiletries 
 

 
As well, we would like to sincerely thank Manford and Ina 

Colbran for making most of the deliveries in the past couple of years.  Their 
efforts have been greatly appreciated.—Loree Irving 



BEYOND ST THOMAS 
 

Queer Virtue Lenten Series:  (a few books are still availa-
ble for purchase). Based on the book Queer Virtue by the 
Rev. Elizabeth  Edman, this series is designed to help us 
think about Jesus' demand that we challenge - or 'queer' - 
thinking that pits us against one another. The ultimate 
question is: how can we live our faith and be the church 
more effectively? The LGBTQ2S+ community persistently 
looks to the margins to see who isn’t yet included and    

decide what we’re going to do about it.  This “path” bears  remarkable    
similarity to the path that Christians are called to walk. Thus, queer            
experience is a lens that can help Christians better understand and navigate 
an authentic Christian path. Exploring ethical dimensions of queer              
experience such as Pride, coming out, scandal, and hospitality, Queer virtue 
lifts up the queer ethical path as a model for progressive Christian practice, 
illuminating and potentially  vivifying the Christian faith. 
5-week series: Monday nights 7:30-9pm: 
Feb 22 - Identity/Pride  March 1 - Risk/Coming Out 
March 8 - Touch   March 15 - Adoption/Authenticity  
March 22 - Scandal/Hospitality  
STUC will also be offering a zoom chat following each of the above studies 
to be held at 7:30– 9pm on Feb 25, March 4, 11, 18 and 25. 
Plus, all are invited to two special LIVE events with the author: 
Intro To Queer Virtue - Feb 10, 7:30-9pm 
St. Thomas zoom chat  – Feb 18, 7:30-9pm 
Where do we go from here?- April 14, 7:30-9pm  
St. Thomas zoom chat – April 15, 7:30-9pm  

 
Registration Link  

 

https://form.jotform.com/210186971020044


BEYOND ST THOMAS 

Seeking Computer Hardware Donations: Westminster                

Presbyterian Church is accepting computer hardware 

(laptops, towers, displays, cables, tablets, mice, etc.) 

that can be refurbished and given to those in need.           

I have  volunteered to help out and will be happy to col-

lect any hardware that is offered.  The first thing I or 

WPC will do is securely wipe all information from the 

hard drive.  I can be contacted at: bberges@shaw.ca.   

Join us online for the  Indigenous Lenten Study on Christ's journey as we ex-
amine the Vision Quest and 7 Natural Laws of the Assiniboine people. Every-
one is welcome to partake in the teachings, perspectives and lessons of tra-
ditional spiritual formation and the Church. Wednesdays at 7:30 PM, online 
via Zoom. Hosted by Tony Snow, Indigenous Lead. Sponsored by the Urban 
Indigenous Circle and Chinook Winds Region. Here is the link for the series: 
https://united-church.zoom.us/j/92373198977 

mailto:bberges@shaw.ca
https://united-church.zoom.us/j/92373198977


BEYOND ST THOMAS 

 

The Bear Clan Patrol is a grassroots, Indigenous-led 
group that patrols the streets of Forest Lawn and East 
Village.  They talk to Indigenous people, the homeless, 
sex trade workers and other marginalized people to 
ensure they are ok or to refer them to services. BCP 
provides safety supplies, food and clothing. At this 
time the BCP is made up entirely of the Indigenous 
Council members due to Covid restrictions.  They are 

using vehicles to patrol the streets, picking up sharps and helping the people 
they encounter.  The patrols are in desperate need  of gloves, socks, back-
packs and hygiene items.  Donations can be brought  to the church (by     
appointment) or call or email Karen at karenkavanagh80@gmail.com or     
403-286-8073 for alternate arrangements.  
 
 
Calgary Alliance for the Common Good:  
Basic Income Petition and letter for MP’s. The Alliance has started a petition 
that is going directly to the federal government as well as sample letters that 
you can use to contact your local MP.  These can be accessed at  
https://www.calgarycommongood.org/basic_income_petition.  
We encourage everyone that has now learned all 
of the reasons that Basic Income would be good 
for all of Canada, from our messages from these 
past three weeks, to spend a minute filling out the 
petition and send a letter to their MP.  This is the 
way that we have a say in how our federal govern-
ment money is spent. Our recovery from this pan-
demic can be a more just society for everyone and 
isn’t that what Jesus wanted us to create? 

https://www.calgarycommongood.org/basic_income_petition


THIS WEEK AT ST. THOMAS 

Sunday,  March 7 
10 am                        Online Worship 
Monday, March 8       no events 
Tuesday,  March 2      
Wed,  March 9             no events 
Thursday,  March 10 
9 am          Worship Filming 
evening          Virtual Choirs 
Friday,  March 11      
noon         Al Madinah Islamic Group Prayer 
evening         Virtual Junior Youth Group 
           Virtual Youth Group 
Saturday,  March 12    Karate 
 

Ministers:  Rev. Tracy Robertson  
                     Rev. Justin McNeill 
 

Office Administrator: Halyna Kinasevych 
 

Music Team:  Pam Bazinet, Barb Robertson,  
  Dick Worton, Erin MacLean-Berko 
 

Accompanists:  Kari Orosz, Kloria Wen 
 

Youth Leaders:  Heather Robertson 
  Caitlin Hornbeck 
  Jacqueline Verwaayen  
 

Sunday School Coordinator:  Erin MacLean-Berko 
 

Upcoming Service Themes:  
 

March 7:     Lent 3 
March  14:  Lent 4 & PIE Day 
March  21:  Lent 5 
March 28:   Palm Sunday 
April 2:        Good Friday 
April 4:        Easter Sunday 

Through our gifts we commit ourselves to 
live out the mission and ministry of the 
church. Please give generously to the Mis-
sion and Service Fund to make this possi-
ble. 

St. Thomas is an Affirming Ministry within 
The United Church of Canada. LGBTQ2 
people are whole people and full mem-
bers in this community of faith.  

The United Church of Canada St. Thomas is  
proud to be part of the United Church of     
Canada which ministers to close to 3 million 
people in 3,500 congregations across the 
country. For more info about the United       
Church visit www.united-church.ca  

100 Hawkwood Blvd. NW  
Calgary AB T3G 2S9  

office@stthomasunited.ca 
www.stthomasunited.ca      

403-241-0366 

  Each Sunday we acknowledge that we are on 
  Treaty 7 land, not out of guilt or shame, but  
  in recognition of the land on which we gath-

er. We give thanks for the traditional territo-
ries and oral practices that have lived on this 
land for thousands of years through the 
Indigenous Nations of the Siksika, Kanai, 
Piikani. Stoney-Nakoda and Tsuut’ina and all 
people  who make their homes in this, our 
Treaty 7 region of Alberta, and the Region 3 
Métis Nation. 


