
 

Sunday, April 4, 2021 
Theme:  Easter Sunday 

Online VU = Voices United      MV = More Voice 
Worship link can be found here: https://stthomasunited.ca/   

 
 

Order of Service: 
 

Prelude: Kari Orosz: I Know that My Redeemer Liveth 
G.F. Handel 
Acknowledgement of Treaty 7, Métis Region 3 Land 
Candle Lighting & Silence 

Introit: This is the Day (2x))                                  MV#122 

Call to Worship 

Opening Prayer: Holy One of risen dreams and life ever-
lasting, we gather to witness the power of love once 
again. The power of your love breaks chains of oppres-
sion, set captives free, lifts up the downtrodden, and over-
comes even death itself. We gather to give thanks, again 
and again for the love we have seen and life we have 
shared. In this time may we celebrate the resurrection of 
faith in our lives and community in our midst. . Amen. 
Hymn: Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                  VU#155 
Scripture: Mark 16:1-8  

The Message:  

Ministry of Music: Adult Choir Risen Indeed! By Larry 
Shackley  
Communion 
Hymn: Hallellujah, Hallelujah, Give Thanks           VU#179 
Invitation to Open Hands 

Offertory Prayer: Holy God of the resurrection, we give 
thanks for the gifts of life. For the opportunity to give 
thanks and give what we are able, that through these 
gifts and the power of your love we might empty the 
tombs of fear and doubt to create a place of resurrected 
wonder; where we are a part of lives restored, community 
built up, and Easter in our world. For these and all the 
gifts in our lives may we be ever grateful. Amen.  
Call To Prayer: Now the Green Blade Rises V1&4 VU#186 
Pastoral Prayers & Prayer of Jesus  

Hymn: Joy Comes with the Dawn                            VU#166                    

Commissioning & Benediction 

Postlude: Kari Orosz: Behold, I Tell You a Mystery/  

The Trumpet Shall Sound by G.F. Handel 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Great and glorious God, 
you have rolled away the stone  

and raised Christ to life, 
and now you invite us to share  

in the Good News. 
Give us the courage  

to welcome the winds of change in our lives 
as it sweeps the sidewalks 

and brings hope to hungry families,  
released prisoners, 

sick and sad people of all ages. 
In this season of Easter, 

run with us in the joy of new life 
that transforms the way we see the world 

and one another. 
For Christ is risen!  

Christ is risen indeed!  
Hallelujah! 

 
 

—from Worship in the City:  
Prayers and Songs for Urban Settings 

by Nancy Elizabeth Hardy (UCPH, 2015) 
 



 

UPDATES 
 
Coffee Chat Sunday Mornings: Join us Sunday mornings as we gather via 
Zoom to watch the online worship service together as community starting at 
9:45 am (service starts at 10 am.) Then stay after the service for a time of 
checking in and conversation.  To receive the Zoom invite send us an email at 
coffee-chat@stthomasunited.ca. 
 
Youth Group (grades 7-12) meets weekly for social events with a mix of            
in-person, physically distanced and virtual meetings. If you would like to join 
us, please email the youth leaders at youth@sttomasunited.ca.   

Junior Youth Group (grades 4-6) meets virtually through ZOOM every         
second week. The next meetings are April 2 & 16.  If interested, please email  
junioryouth@sttomasunited.ca. 
 
 

Wanda's Preserves: Between birthday celebrations, shoveling 
snow, and watching curling, I've managed to fill my stock pile   
of preserves again.  If you are needing more jars of goodness, 
let me know, and I'll send you the inventory list. wanda-
veer47@gmail.com 403-239-5964. Thanks folks. -  Wanda Veer 
 

May—June Newsletter: Please email your newsletter 
submissions to  office@stthomasunited.ca  by April 15th 
at the latest. Please also ensure your email subject line 
states “Newsletter”. Note that this will be our final news-
letter until  the end of August. Thanks so much! 

 
Gift Card Fundraiser: Thank you to those who continue to 
support our church via this important fundraiser. To order 
your Safeway/Sobeys. Co-op or Superstore giftcareds, 
please email fundraising@stthomasunited.ca and we will 
gladly arrange pick up/delivery. Richard Taylor-Kerr 

mailto:youth@sttomasunited.ca
mailto:junioryouth@sttomasunited.ca


BEYOND ST THOMAS 
 

 

Veterans Association Food Bank: Did you know that in January 
the Veterans Association opened a Thrift Store in the same mall 
as the Food Bank?  They take everything except mattresses.  The 
store looks huge with a smaller room at the front for jewelry,  
china, etc.  Deliveries should be made to the bay beside the 

Food Bank bay: Bay 12, 640 – 28 Street NE.  The phone number is also the 
same:  403-367-8387, then Ext. 3.  The store is open from 10 – 5 Monday 
through Saturday, although drop-offs end earlier.  It would be a good idea 
to phone before making a delivery.  Thanks everyone for your support of 
our veterans!  We had a full car load to deliver in March. 

 
Seeking Computer Hardware Donations: Westminster                

Presbyterian Church is accepting computer hardware 

(laptops, towers, displays, cables, tablets, mice, etc.) that 

can be refurbished and given to those in need.  I have  vol-

unteered to help out and will be happy to collect any hard-

ware that is offered.  The first thing I or WPC will do is securely wipe all in-

formation from the hard drive.  I can be contacted at: bberges@shaw.ca. 

Thank you—Bud Berges 

 
Pianist Alex Clements (Adela Clement’s son)  
is holding a concert on April 8th at 3 pm MT   
He is playing with jazz singer Naomi Mauro. 
Attached is a link for a sample of the song  
Blue Sky: https://youtu.be/z5854mA0LWg 
For more details and the concert link visit: 
https://greenvalleypres.com/media/spring-concert-series/ 

mailto:bberges@shaw.ca


BEYOND ST THOMAS 

Theological Foundations for 
Affirmation:  

An Evening with Austen Hartke, 
Author of "Transforming:  
The Bible and The Lives of 
Transgender Christians"  

Thursday, April 8, 7:30pm.  

As people of faith, faith leaders, 
and ministry personnel, we 
have to be prepared for conver-
sations about affirmation with  
people in our communities. 
What should we say when 
someone asks us about the biblical texts used against people of different 
sexualities and genders? How can we be  
well-versed in the variety of theological positions, while also standing firm 
in our support for the most marginalized people in our churches? Join  
author and organizer Austen Hartke for a crash course that covers the  
biblical "clobber passages" and current models of Christian understanding 
around sexuality and gender, and gain a sense of the way the Gospel can 
actually feel like good news for our LGBTQ2S+  siblings.                  

More about Austen here.  Whether you have been in ministry for decades 
or are just curious about how these topics affect you and others, you are 
warmly invited. Registration is FREE and required to obtain Zoom link. 

Co-presented by the Chinook Winds Region and Pacific Mountain Region 
Affirming Working Groups. 

 

http://austenhartke.com/book
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMudemhrD4rGd2_iSMmgO_2jBI247BUojBs


United Church of Canada Guaranteed Liveable Income: UCC has developed  
a Guaranteed Liveable Income Team (GLI), another name for Basic Income.  
They are organizing the United Churches to support GLI by writing letters 
and/or attending vigils to let our federal politicians know that we support the 
implementation of a GLI program across Canada. A vigil will be held at the 
office of local MP Pat Kelly on Thurs. April 8 at 12:30pm.  This is not a pro-
test, it is a statement that we support the federal government in creating a 
GLI.  A press release will be sent out so we are hoping for media coverage of 
our event.  As we can only have 10 people gather outside, please let me know 
if you are planning to attend. We encourage you to write to your local MP, the 
Finance Minister and Prime Minister asking them to support GLI. All the infor-
mation you need, including contact information and sample letters is at 
https://www.calgarycommongood.org/basic_income, or the UCC website at 
https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/create-guaranteed-livable-
income-program. For more information about GLI/Basic Income, please con-
tact me at karenkavanagh80@gmail.com or 403-286-8073. We can make a 
difference in the lives of so many who need the hand of Christ to help them 
rise up with dignity, please support our efforts to make GLI a reality.-Karen 
 
 

BEYOND ST THOMAS 



THIS WEEK AT ST. THOMAS 

Sunday,  April 4 
7 am                       Online Eaaster Sunrise Service 
10 am        Online Easter Communion Service 
Monday, April 5         Office Closed Easter Monday 
Tuesday,  April 6        no events 
Wed,  April 7              no events 
Thursday,  April 8 
9 am        Worship Filming 
evening        Virtual Choirs 
Friday,  April 9            
noon        Al Madinah Islamic Group Prayer 
evening        Youth  Virtually 
Saturday,  April 10    no events 
 

Ministers:  Rev. Tracy Robertson  
                     Rev. Justin McNeill 
 

Office Administrator: Halyna Kinasevych 
 

Music Team:  Pam Bazinet, Barb Robertson,  
  Dick Worton, Erin MacLean-Berko 
 

Accompanists:  Kari Orosz, Kloria Wen 
 

Youth Leaders:  Heather Robertson 
  Caitlin Hornbeck 
  Jacqueline Verwaayen  
 

Sunday School Coordinator:  Erin MacLean-Berko 
 

 

Upcoming Service Themes:  
 

April 2:        Good Friday 
April 4:        Easter Sunday 
April 11:      Doubting Thomas 
April 18:      Jesus Shares a Meal 
April  25:     By What Power?  
May 2:         MMIWG/Racial Awareness 
 

Through our gifts we commit ourselves to 
live out the mission and ministry of the 
church. Please give generously to the Mis-
sion and Service Fund to make this possi-
ble. 

St. Thomas is an Affirming Ministry within 
The United Church of Canada. LGBTQ2 
people are whole people and full mem-
bers in this community of faith.  

The United Church of Canada St. Thomas is  
proud to be part of the United Church of     
Canada which ministers to close to 3 million 
people in 3,500 congregations across the 
country. For more info about the United       
Church visit www.united-church.ca  

100 Hawkwood Blvd. NW  
Calgary AB T3G 2S9  

office@stthomasunited.ca 
www.stthomasunited.ca      

403-241-0366 

  Each Sunday we acknowledge that we are on 
  Treaty 7 land, not out of guilt or shame, but  
  in recognition of the land on which we gath-

er. We give thanks for the traditional territo-
ries and oral practices that have lived on this 
land for thousands of years through the 
Indigenous Nations of the Siksika, Kanai, 
Piikani. Stoney-Nakoda and Tsuut’ina and all 
people  who make their homes in this, our 
Treaty 7 region of Alberta, and the Region 3 
Métis Nation. 


