
Sunday, April 25, 2021 
Theme:  By what power?  

Online VU = Voices United      MV = More Voice 
Worship link can be found here: https://stthomasunited.ca/   

 
 

Order of Service 
 

Prelude: Kari Orosz: Many Meetings by Howard Shore 

Acknowledgement of Treaty 7, Métis Region 3 Land 

Candle Lighting & Silence 

Introit: This is the Day (2x)                                MV#122 

Call to Worship 

Opening Prayer: Holy God, as we gather once more, 
help us to know your place in our lives. Give us the 
courage to work for what we believe, to heal the world 
in your name, and to boldly proclaim that a new way is 
possible through your loving example. Help us this day, 
to speak of your love by word and action, in our lives 
and in our world.  Amen. 

Hymn: Wherever You May Go                       MV#216 

Scripture: Acts 4:1-10 & 15-20 (The Inclusive Bible) 

The Message:  

Ministry of Music: Youth Choir – The Clouds by Cynthia 
Gray  

Invitation to Open Hands 

Offertory Prayer: Holy One, it is you who have spoken 
into our lives and moved us into action. In the lives we 
live, in the gifts we offer, and in the faith we proclaim, 
may we be your people in this your world. Amen. 

Call To Prayer: Now the Green Blade Rises V1&4  VU#186 

Pastoral Prayers & Prayer of Jesus  

Hymn: One More Step Along the World I Go       VU#639 

Commissioning & Benediction 

Postlude: Kari Orosz: Let Go by Imogen Heap  

A Prayer During Times of COVID-19 

In this time of COVID-19, we pray: 
When we aren't sure, God, 

help us be calm; 
when information comes 

from all sides, correct and not, 
help us to discern; 

when fear makes it hard to breathe, 
and anxiety seems to be the order of the day, 

slow us down, God; 
help us to reach out with our hearts, 
when we can't touch with our hands; 

help us to be socially connected, 
when we have to be socially distant; 

help us to love as perfectly as we can, 
knowing that "perfect love casts out all fear." 

For the doctors, we pray, 
for the nurses, we pray, 

for the technicians and the janitors and the 
aides and the caregivers, we pray, 
for the researchers and theorists, 

the epidemiologists and investigators, 
for those who are sick, 

and those who are grieving, we pray, 
for all who are affected, 
all around the world... 

we pray for safety, 
for health, for wholeness. 
May we feed the hungry, 
give drink to the thirsty, 

clothe the naked and house those without 
homes; 

may we walk with those who feel they are alone, 
and may we do all that we can to heal 

the sick— 
in spite of the epidemic, 

in spite of the fear. 
Help us, O God, 

that we might help each other. 
In the love of the Creator, 
in the name of the Healer, 

in the life of the Holy Spirit that is in all and with 
all, we pray. 
May it be so. 

 

—A prayer during times of COVID-19 by the Right Rev. Richard 
Bott, originally posted on Facebook.  

 



Coffee Chat Sunday Mornings  
Join us Sunday mornings as we gather via Zoom to watch the online worship ser-
vice together as community starting at 9:45 am (service starts at 10 am.) Then 
stay after the service for a time of checking in and conversation.  To receive the 
Zoom invite send us an email at coffee-chat@stthomasunited.ca. 
 

Hats for Cancer Patients 

If you know anyone undergoing cancer treatment who might 
enjoy/appreciate the gift of a fashionable handmade hat, 
please contact Joanne Pennington at joannepenning-
ton5@gmail.com. Joanne is involved with “Hats for Her” and has a bit of a stock-
pile since Covid. Check out the background at their website: https://
hatsforher.wixsite.com/website?
fbclid=IwAR2bvMm1MP_llPrQLN5c4o4qbuSNWjLJnH-3m-
Noc7tBmOKBDDCDASqr80s 

 
Wanda's Preserves 
Between birthday celebrations, shoveling snow, and watching curl-
ing, I've managed to fill my stock pile   of preserves again.  If you are 
needing more jars of goodness, let me know, and I'll send you the inventory list. 
wandaveer47@gmail.com 403-239-5964. Thanks folks. -  Wanda Veer 
 
Gift Card Fundraiser 

Thank you to those who continue to support our church via this 
important fundraiser. To order your Safeway/Sobeys,  Co-op, or 
Superstore gift cards, please email fundraising@stthomasunited.ca 
and we will gladly arrange pick up/delivery. Richard Taylor-Kerr 
 
May/June Newsletter 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the newsletter. It will be available in ear-
ly May. Look for it in an email, on our website, or by post. Note that this will be 
our final newsletter until the end of August.  Thanks so much!  
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Youth Group (grades 7-12) meets weekly for social events with a mix of in-
person, physically distanced and virtual meetings. If you would like to join us, 
please email the youth leaders at youth@sttomasunited.ca.   
 
Junior Youth Group (grades 4-6) meets virtually through ZOOM every second-
week. The next meetings are April 30 & May 14. If interested, please  
email junioryouth@sttomasunited.ca. 
 
 
 
 
Chinook Winds News 
and Events 
For the latest on what 
is happening in our 
United Church region 
sign up for their news-
letter: https://
chinookwindsre-
gion.ca/news-events/
subscribe-to-our-
newsletter/ 
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Training: Coffee with a Candidate 

During our upcoming civic election, we want the candidates for city councillor 
and mayor to address the issues that matter to you. 
We will be doing this by hosting “Coffee with a Candidate” sessions, hosted by 
our members and their neighbours. These sessions will be house meetings in 
which our members gather together, with a candidate, and host a conversation 
in which we will share with them our concerns, ask about the issues we as an alli-
ance value and listen for how they will respond. This training will show you the 
basics of house meetings, engaging with candidates, and participation in our pub-
lic discourse. 
Please join us for this training in which you can learn how to host one of these 
conversations. 

WHEN: May 05, 2021 at 7pm - 9pm 
For registration go to: https://
www.calgarycommongood.org/2021_training_coffee_with_a_candidate 
 
How does church growth happen, especially in the middle of a pandemic? 

Wednesday, April 28 @ 2 pm 
The pandemic has allowed for the most data-rich time that churches have ever 
experienced. The ability to connect, follow up, and close the "back door" is more 
possible than ever before.  Join Hillhurst United Church, Calgary's Rev. John Pent-
land and Anne Yates Laberge to discuss what it means to not settle for surviving 
but focusing on thriving as a church. Focus on deeper engagement, care for your 
congregation more efficiently, solidify a feeling of a church community, and help 
your congregants grow spiritually — all through the use of data that is already at 
your fingertips. No fancy software is required, but sometimes helpful. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://united-church.zoom.us/j/98231867711?
pwd=ZEhqU0xGVTBvdTBoOFYrYWNVTXk1dz09 
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Walking with Grief: Love, Loss, and the Human Experience 

The stories and ideas we hold about grief individually and collectively can deeply 
impact how we experience and understand the effect of loss in our lives. In this 
evening session, we will explore how we walk alongside grief and how we can en-
hance the ways in which we can make sense of our grief experiences. It is especially 
important during the pandemic, a time of compounded loss, to reflect on how each 
of us walks with and carries grief in our own lives and how we can nurture each 
other and ourselves as we do. 
Join us as we gently explore what loss and grief are, current conceptualizations of 
the experience, and reflect on how we might best tend to each other. 

WHEN: May 13, 2021 at 7pm - 9pm 
To register go to: https://www.calgarycommongood.org/2021_walking_with_grief 

 
Veterans Association Foodbank 

Did you know that in January the Veterans Association opened a 
Thrift Store in the same mall as the Food Bank?  They take every-
thing except mattresses.  The store looks huge with a smaller room 
at the front for jewelry, china, etc.  Deliveries should be made to 
the bay beside the Food Bank bay: Bay 12, 640 – 28 Street NE.  The 
phone number is also the same:  403-367-8387, then Ext. 3.  The 
store is open from 10 – 5 Monday through Saturday, although drop-
offs end earlier.  It would be a good idea to phone before making a delivery.  
Thanks everyone for your support of our veterans!  We had a full car load to deliver 
in March. 
 

Seeking Computer Hardware Donations  

Westminster Presbyterian Church is accepting computer hardware 
(laptops, towers, displays, cables, tablets, mice, etc.) that can be refur-
bished and given to those in need.  I have  volunteered to help out and 
will be happy to collect any hardware that is offered.  The first thing I 
or WPC will do is securely wipe all information from the hard drive.  I can be con-
tacted at: bberges@shaw.ca 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. THOMAS 

Sunday,  April 25 
10 am Online Worship Service 
Monday, April 26       no events 
Tuesday,  April 27      no events 
Wed,  April 28             
7 pm Virtual Youth Choir and Strummers 
Thurs,  April 29 
9 am Worship Filming 
5:30 pm Virtual Children’s Choir 
evening Virtual Adult Choir 
Friday,  April 30            
noon Al Madinah Islamic Group Prayer 
evening Youth  & Jr Youth Virtually 
Saturday,  May 1    no events 
 

 
 
Ministers:  Rev. Tracy Robertson  
                     Rev. Justin McNeill 
 

Office Administrator: Jane Wittstock 
 

Music Team:  Pam Bazinet, Barb Robertson,  
  Dick Worton, Erin MacLean-Berko 
 

Accompanists:  Kari Orosz, Kloria Wen 
 

Youth Leaders:  Heather Robertson 
  Caitlin Hornbeck 
  Jacqueline Verwaayen  
 

Sunday School Coordinator:  Erin MacLean-Berko 
 

 

Upcoming Service Themes:  
 

April  25:   By What Power?  
May 2:        MMIWG/Racial Awareness 
May 9: Chinook Wind Regional Worship  
May 16: Ascension Sunday 
May 23: Pentecost Sunday  
May 30: Environment Sunday 
June 6:  United Church National Pride  
 Day  

Through our gifts we commit ourselves to 
live out the mission and ministry of the 
church. Please give generously to the Mis-
sion and Service Fund to make this possi-
ble. 

St. Thomas is an Affirming Ministry within 
The United Church of Canada. LGBTQ2 peo-
ple are whole people and full members in 
this community of faith.  

The United Church of Canada St. Thomas is  
proud to be part of the United Church of     
Canada which ministers to close to 3 million 
people in 3,500 congregations across the 
country. For more info about the United       
Church visit www.united-church.ca  

100 Hawkwood Blvd. NW  
Calgary AB T3G 2S9  

office@stthomasunited.ca 
www.stthomasunited.ca      

403-241-0366 

  Each Sunday we acknowledge that we are on 
  Treaty 7 land, not out of guilt or shame, but  
  in recognition of the land on which we gath-

er. We give thanks for the traditional territo-
ries and oral practices that have lived on this 
land for thousands of years through the 
Indigenous Nations of the Siksika, Kanai, 
Piikani. Stoney-Nakoda and Tsuut’ina and all 
people  who make their homes in this, our 
Treaty 7 region of Alberta, and the Region 3 
Métis Nation. 


