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Dear Friends,
Our world wide pandemic of Covid-19 has created much turmoil in our lives, leading to closures in our world,
but it has also fostered new beginnings. So it is with this new publication: THE STUC SPOTLIGHT. The
Hospitality Team reckoned that we needed to use this bizarre time of aloneness to connect with our pew mates by celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, and providing biographies of our congregation members. A
great idea, but as we added more and more pages into the bi-monthly newsletter, that publication became
unwieldy. So, Maureen Dodd, came to our rescue. (Not just a pretty face with wild hair and an absurd sense
of humour). She suggested we have a separate publication for our Hospitality information. This is issue #1.
Who knows if this will continue after life settles back to a normal rhythm? But for now, enjoy reading about
each other and seeing the smiles (through the masks) of our birthday folks. If you have any opinions about
this publication, or would like to be part of it, please let us know.—Wanda Veer, Chair

Meet Our Newcomers (from 2016) - by Sherrill Knight
David Stewart & Brenda O’Neill
David was born and raised in Pugwash, Nova Scotia. When he was 23, he left the
Maritimes and headed to UBC in Vancouver to study for his PhD in Political
Science. That is where he met his future wife, Brenda, also a Political Science PhD
student. Their teaching careers have taken them to Kamloops, Edmonton,
Lethbridge, Winnipeg and, finally in 2005, to Calgary at the U of C. David is the
current President of the U of C Faculty Association. At the moment, Brenda is the
Dean of Public Affairs at Carlton University in Ottawa. Brenda and David have two
grown offspring, one of whom lives in Calgary and one in Toronto. The community of Hawkwood is where they live
and so it is perhaps not a surprise that David decided to check St. Thomas out in February 2016. Although his father
was a Baptist minister in Nova Scotia, David found that, here in the West, the accepting and less rigid atmosphere and
philosophy of the United Church, and of St. Thomas, was what he was looking for. Finally, David enjoys a good game
of golf in his spare time. So glad that you found us David!

Laurie Somers
Laurie is a Saskatchewan gal! Before coming to Calgary she lived in Chitek Lake, a small resort community northwest
of Prince Albert. After her husband passed away and following her retirement, she made the move to Calgary to be
closer to her married children who live here. Laurie found St. Thomas via an online search. She decided to give us a
try and she was pleasantly surprised. Her favourite things about St. Thomas are the wonderful music, and of course
our ministers, Tracy and Justin. She has been involved in the past with the quilting group at St. Thomas and she
enjoyed that. Laurie is, and always has been an avid reader so that is a main hobby for her. She very much misses the
in-person worship services and the chance to connect with folks in the congregation during this time of COVID and
looks forward to when things open up again. Laurie lives in the Atria independent retirement residence in Arbour
Lake and loves being part of that active community. Laurie, we are so glad that you settled on St. Thomas United
Church!

Gary & Evelyn Day
Gary and Evelyn were both raised on farms in southwest Manitoba. They first met through
4H. They were married in June 1971 and settled in St. James, Winnipeg, MBA. This is
where they raised their 2 children. With both children living in Calgary, the Day’s decided
to move closer in February 2016. Once settled into Dreamview Village in Hawkwood, they
decided to attend St. Thomas United church which was conveniently close by. They really
enjoy all the choirs and the Strummers and especially Kari’s accompaniment! We are glad
that you found us Gary and Evelyn!

Linda Nichols-Mandrusiak
Linda is a born and raised Calgarian. Linda had several church influences in her early
years. She was baptized in the Catholic church and remembers attending Sunday School at
a local Salvation Army and a Baptist church. She attended Camrose Lutheran College where
all students were required to attend chapel service every day. While in Camrose she began
attending Camrose United Church...just to be contrary. She began her teaching career in
Spirit River, north of Grande Prairie where she met her husband Maurice Mandrusiak. Linda
and Maurice married in his Ukrainian Greek Orthodox church but, again, being contrary, she
joined the Spirit River United Church. She found its faith approach resonated with her. After
a move to Two Hills, AB, Maurice and Linda began their family and she taught at several
rural schools in the area. Their three daughters were baptized in Two Hills United Church, went to Sunday School and
took confirmation classes. Linda became a member of the UCW and was chair of the Church board for a few years. In
2003 Linda faced the challenge of breast cancer. She did 'the whole meal deal" (surgery, chemo, radiation) and ended
her teaching career. Shortly after recovery, Linda began taking courses at St. Stephen's College, on the UofA campus,
to become a Lay Worship Leader. She and two other women in the congregation led worship at the local hospital,
nursing home and regular Sunday services. Then in 2012, she did breast cancer again...and again, the whole meal
deal. Two Hills UC was a great support during these health battles. In November 2016 Maurice and Linda moved to
Calgary to be closer to family. Their oldest daughter works at Uof C, another lives and works in Alexandria, Virginia and
their youngest daughter is in south Calgary. Living in Arbour Lake, Linda was happy to find nearby St. Thomas. She was
immediately struck by the wonderful music (courtesy of the Strummers). Rev. Tracy was alone in the pulpit at that
time and Linda was impressed with her vision of what this Church was capable of achieving in terms of social outreach. Sadly, Maurice passed away two years ago but Linda continues to find STUC a welcoming and comforting presence in her life. She was just getting good at joining the coffee crew and social groups before everything got shut
down. But she still enjoys her hobby of card-making and is deep into a terrible, horrible, not very good 1000piecepuzzle. She also enjoys reading scripture whenever called upon by the worship committee.

Shunaha Kim-Fine & Nowell Fine (Mia, Jacob, Hannah, Joseph)
Shunaha Kim-Fine grew up in Windsor ON. After completing high school,
she attended Queen’s University in Kingston where she attained her
medical degree and her medical residency was done at the U of Western
Ontario. It was while studying there that she met a fellow resident,
Nowell Fine, who was originally from Toronto. Nowell and Shunaha were
married in London and started their family. Mia was born just as they
had the opportunity to accept medical fellowships with the Mayo Clinic in
Rochester, Minnesota. This was an exciting and wonderful opportunity
for them as a young family. At the end of their fellowship term, they faced the challenge of deciding where to go on
their return to Canada. Their extended family was in Ontario but for this young family, the prospect of living and
adventuring in a different part of the country was alluring. Shunaha and Nowell were both offered academic positions
with the U of C, Cumming School of Medicine and so Calgary won out. They made the move in 2013 just as their twins,
Jacob and Hannah were born! Initially, they settled in the SW. Once they were established, Shunaha, who was raised
in the United Church (her father was a UC minister) sought out the nearest church, Woodcliff UC. In 2016, soon after
their fourth child, Joey was born, the family moved to NW Calgary. Again, Shunaha looked for a church in her area and,
happily for us, they found St. Thomas! She very much wanted her children to feel comfortable and at home in church,
part of a church family. She appreciates the Sunday School and Nursery, the Children’s Time, Tracy’s and Justin’s
approachability and STUC’s focus on outreach. She believes that it is important that the children learn the importance
of unconditional outreach and service to others, in church and in the community. Working as a doctor doesn’t leave a
lot of extra time for hobbies but Shunaha thoroughly enjoys her field of medicine and the medical research in which
she is involved. At home and with the family, she enjoys cooking, family time and keeping physically active. Shunaha,
thank you for sharing some of your story with us. It is a delight to have you all in our St. Thomas family.

Meet Our Long-timers
Linda Bouchard—by Wanda Veer
Linda is the Chair of our Executive Council. I spent part of an afternoon
learning more about her life. Did you know that she is bilingual in
English and French? How wonderful is that, and how many of us would
like to be fluent in something more than English?
Linda was born on March 15, 1943 in Lachine, Quebec, just outside of
Montreal. She had 5 siblings. Her father worked for government
agencies, which meant moving around Canada. One of the postings that
she remembers particularly is when he was an administrator of the local
hospital in Moose Factory Island. And do you know where that is? At
the tip of James Bay. Daily sightings were of big snowmobiles, pontoon
planes, and canoes. Trains loaded with supplies could only go as far
north as Moosenee where islanders picked up their goods. And of
course, there was a local Hudson Bay Store where you could purchase
almost anything. (Be sure to look this up on Google or a map. It is a
fascinating part of our country and our history).
Her father was transferred to Alberta in 1958 to be the administrator of
the hospital in Gleichen. Quite a change of scenery from Northern
Ontario to the prairie flat land. Linda attended the high school in Cluny and graduated in 1961. It was then she decided
to join the Air Force for 3 years to “see the world”. And see the world she did... from Cold Lake, AB. Her position was
Meteorological Observer. She recalls that Cold Lake was a small place then, with not a lot going on except the Armed
Forces base.
She left the Air Force in 1964 and came to Calgary where she worked for CWNG and Canadian Superior Oil. These were
good jobs, well paid jobs, but Linda yearned for more. Each of us has moments where we change our path or direction
in life. This happened to Linda when some of her friends were killed in a boating accident in B.C. That wake-up bell
rang, and she decided to move on to the next goal. She enrolled at U of C where she received both a BSc and an MSc in
Psychology. Following graduation, she worked for William Roper Hull Homes and Foothills Hospital Psych Unit.
Another change was on the horizon, when Linda decided to move to Victoria, BC in 1985. She was unable to find work
in the Psychology field, so went back to some key punching (she did this at CWNG), then worked at Family Maintenance
Enforcement as a Program Supervisor. It was here that she met Elizabeth Morton, in 1989. Elizabeth was a lawyer in
Family Law, and part of the Family Maintenance Enforcement program. They enjoyed many of the same things, such as
hiking, and moved in together in 1992.
Linda’s family background was both Catholic and Protestant but she found that she gravitated to the United Church.
After meeting Elizabeth, they attended St Aidan’s United Church in Victoria, and were united (called holy union then) on
September 21, 1996. In 2004 they renewed their vows in order to register their marriage with the government.

In 1998, they moved to Vancouver. Linda continued working with the Family Maintenance Program. Elizabeth was
accepted at VST, and then accepted at UBC to take her Masters in Theology. In 2001, the Family Maintenance Program
was downsized, and Linda became involved with CanaManagement, an agency which provides administrative services
to housing cooperatives. Elizabeth completed her Masters of Theology and wanted to continue her studies, being
accepted at McGill. So, off they went to Montreal in 2006.
While there, Linda again found employment wherever it was available. By then she was able to receive her CPP, and
worked for a while at Weight Watchers. Unfortunately, in 2009, Elizabeth was diagnosed with Sjogren’s Disease and
was unable to complete her doctorate.
Continued….

Another move back to Calgary happened in 2010. They moved into a housing co-op in Ranchlands, where Elizabeth was
able to deal with her health issues, and Linda immediately volunteered to work at the co-op. They joined St Thomas,
and have been faithful, active members since.
Linda currently serves as a very capable Chair of Executive Council for St Thomas, as well as being on the boards of
Ranchlands Housing Cooperative Board and South Alberta Housing Cooperative Association. Clearly, she likes the
challenges presented at this level. No rocking chair and knitting for her! No. that’s wrong! She is a knitter. When I
asked about her free time and hobbies, I learned that she is a devoted mystery novel reader, about 2 books per week,
she figures. In her early years, she was an athletic team sport player—hockey, volleyball, broomball, softball, curling.
She and Elizabeth walk and hike whenever possible.
They have plenty of family nearby, which was obviously the draw back to Calgary. This includes 19 nieces and nephews,
and 22 great-nieces and nephews. Definitely a full house when we are again able to celebrate with our extended
families. We are very fortunate to benefit from the organizational talents, and vision of Linda Bouchard.
Thank you, Linda, for being a part of our St Thomas family.

Oscar and Berniece Roth—by Lori Weller
Here is Oscar’s story about his young years:
My parents immigrated from Norway. I was the third of six
children, born in Nov of 1932 and raised in the community of
Rainier, south of Brooks, AB. These were horse and buggy days.
I started school with two older brothers in a one room schoolhouse, called Kitsim, which held 25-30 students: six grades and
one teacher for all. Heating was a pot belly coal and wood stove in
the corner. Kitsim school was a mile from the farm. I remember
us kids being bundled up on one cold winter’s day, walking to the
school to arrive only to find the stove out and no teacher present.
So, we stopped by the teacherage, was asked in to warm up and
sent home again. It was -45F and school had been cancelled!
Grades 6-7 were at Bow Slope, three miles from home. Again, one room, one teacher and about 25-30 of us kids. Now
we travelled by horse and cart. By grade 10, 1948, a school bus drove us to the new 4 room consolidated school in
Rainier, with a GYM for indoor sports no less. Quite an advancement. But I was ready to move on. After grade 10
finished, in the fall of 1949 at age 16, I came to Calgary to go to SAIT for a building construction course.
The summer of 1950 I started construction carpentry apprenticeship with C.H. Whitham on the Canadian Western
Natural Gas Building downtown Calgary. I also worked on an addition to the Alberta Telephone Building nearby. AGT
had ‘repeater stations’ in Drumheller, East Coulee, Morin, Delia, and Brooks of SE AB, and for a while, I was out in these
rural small towns working on renovations and additions to these AGT buildings. Back in Calgary, in 1953, I met
Berniece though friends. We were married on Sept. 4, 1954. I did carpentry construction on several projects until
I secured a permanent job for the Calgary Board of Education renovating and building additions to various schools.
I worked 21 years for CBE. Following retirement, we bought and renovated various duplex and apartment properties
and then resold. I have enjoyed using my carpentry skills all these years. Our family did lots of camping, I rode trail
bikes with the boys, and did a lot of fly fishing, particularly the Bow River, Lake Newell, and the Waiparous area.
And now for Berniece’s Journey:
I will start my story of saying that I am a native Calgarian. Even my dad was a native Calgarian. My paternal grandfather came to Alberta on a settlers’ train in 1898 from Hagersville, ON (south of Hamilton), and purchased land west
of Calgary through the Homestead Act. Granddad had a large herd of dairy cattle and my dad followed in his footsteps.
Soon Dad had his own dairy, shipping milk to Calgary every morning. Twenty cows to milk twice a day, water, feed,
clean up barns afterwards. Dad did this usually by himself, 24/7.
Continued…..

Meet Our Long-timers continued
Oscar and Berniece Roth continued...
I was the middle child of three, born in Nov. 1934 to Clifford and Betsy Henning. At age five, I started Springbank
School, A LOT bigger country school: two-roomed, two teachers, grades one through six and then grades seven
through ten, but still no running water, no electricity and most cold morning the teachers fired up the pot belly stove
to heat the place. I remember the ink in our ink wells being frozen. There was one large water jug with one tin cup
tied to the handle. All students used the same cup! Can you imagine?
Everyone rode horseback. From the beginning, I loved to ride horses. Even though I was bucked off several times., like
so many other kids, I just got up, shook the grass off, took time to realize I wasn’t hurt, and I got back on that horse.
A school bus was introduced when I got to grade 8, and after grade 9, I came into the city to live with an aunt and
attended Western Canada High. Then off to Henderson’s Secretarial School for a year before seeking out my
employment as a stenographer.
My first job was at the Retail Credit Company where I worked for 3 years. I then changed to the Calgary Real Estate
Board for a year. It was during this time in 1953, I met Oscar. We married and rented a suite until we bought our first
home in Thorncliffe in 1956. We lived there for 18 busy years raising our three boys and one girl which kept us busy
with music lesson, cubs, scouts, Highland dancing, swimming lessons. Always on the go. We did a lot of camping in
the summer months and horseback riding with our daughter and one son who loved horses as I did. As our family
grew, the house seemed to shrink. We moved to Silver Springs in 1975.
With children out of the nest by 1983, it was back to Henderson’s for a ‘refresher’ course. The flexible hours were
great as by now a grandchild was on the way, and I needed more time to spoil this baby in the proper manner!
Eventually, we were blessed with eight grandchildren in nine years! As the grandchildren grew, for one week of
10 consecutive summers, Oscar and I took some of our grandchildren to the Trollhagen Camp near Alex, AB for a week
of great fun and to learn of Grandpa’s Norwegian heritage. We now are proud great grandparents of ten.
Oscar and I have travelled back to Norway and Scotland to check out our ancestors, and took quite a few Trafalgar
European tours and several ocean cruises.
Oscar and I attended Northminster United for a bit, then to St. Thomas. We have really enjoyed our church, the
people, our ministry team and Primetimers. Definitely, we are looking forward to the end of the COVID pandemic and
getting back to attending church in person.
-You are both very friendly, cheerful and supportive. It’s wonderful to have you, Oscar and Berniece, as part of the
STUC family.

Ron & Diane French—by John Burgess
When I was asked to do a short biography on Ron and Diane French, I was immediately honoured to comply. Our
family has known Ron and Diane French since about 1982 when we were all members of Robert McClure United
Church in Calgary. Our family has considered the French’s to be among our dearest and best friends over the past 39
years and counting.
Ron French was born in Vernon B.C. and raised in Calgary. Upon graduating from high school, he entered U of C to
study Engineering. He transferred to U of A in Edmonton to complete his studies and to successfully earn his degree.
His first job after graduation was with the gas company in Edmonton doing pipeline design.
Continued….

Ron & Diane French continued
Diane was born in Edmonton and was raised in the village of Halkirk,
AB, east of Red Deer. Her father was always active in local sports
there. Diane was one of 5 siblings in her family. She attended a small
rural elementary school in Halkirk and says that they were always
blessed with good teachers in her little community. Later, she attended Alberta College in Edmonton where she studied Secretarial Arts.
She worked for many years as a Medical Secretary and was eventually employed in this capacity as a Medical Secretary at the U of C’s
School of Medicine in Calgary. Her family were members of the United Church in Halkirk during her early years and were very active
there.
Ron has always been an excellent and avid singer. He once told the
story of how his mother would encourage young Ron to sing for family and friends when they would come to visit his family. Ron’s musical abilities remain a large part of his life to this day. He has an amazing ability to remember the tunes of many songs, often after only
hearing them once or twice.
Ron and Diane met while camping when they were in adjoining
campsites in a Penticton campground. Diane and her friend, Joan,
invited Ron to their campsite for veggies one evening when he was trying to cook a TV dinner with his camp stove.
Later, in Edmonton, they continued their new-found relationship when Ron asked Diane for a date. No doubt, Diane
knew a good thing when she found it.
Ron moved to Calgary a year or two later to accept a position teaching Mechanical Engineering and Drafting at SAIT. At
that time, Diane was also in Calgary, working at the U of C’s Medical School. They were married at St. David’s United
Church where Diane’s family had become members. Later, they bought their first home in the Whitehorn community of
NE Calgary and transferred their church membership to Robert McClure United. Ron was involved there with the choir,
a guitar group that he began, and the church’s praise band, the RunaMUCs , whose name contained the church’s
letters. Diane was involved with the Girl Guides at McClure for many years and also volunteered in many of its
activities.
After many years there, their daughter Karen headed off to university. So Ron and Diane decided to have a new home
built in Scenic Acres. Not long after, in 2005,they joined St. Thomas United Church and became very active in the life of
its community of faith. Ron continues to share his love and talent for music at STUC through his involvement with the
choir, Strummers and orchestra. He has also volunteered with the Property and Maintenance Cmte. Diane can be found
almost everywhere on Sunday mornings, helping in myriad ways with setup, after-service coffee and goodies, and
cleanup, as well as occasional congregational dinners and meetings, etc.
Ron and Diane have been ardent supporters and members of the Calgary Folk Club, as well as many live musical events
in the city over the years. They enjoy camping outings with family and friends, taking walks together, dancing, and
other pastimes too numerous to mention. They are the proud parents of 3 married daughters and have 5 grandchildren
and 2 grand dogs.
Ron and Diane French are warm and caring and are always ready to help others at a moment’s notice whenever
needed. They have brought their energy, enthusiasm, and friendliness to St. Thomas United Church. Their years of
faithful service and volunteerism have been greatly appreciated by us all. St. Thomas United Church has truly been
blessed by their presence among us. The congregation thanks you both for all that you have brought to us over the
years. Here’s to many more wonderful years yet to come.

Celebrations

Happy Birthday Richard!

Happy Birthday Linda!

Happy Birthday Tess!

Happy Birthday Arnold!

Celebrations

Happy Birthday Pam!

Happy Birthday Valda!

Happy Birthday Jennifer!

Happy Birthday Stu!

Celebrations

Happy Birthday David!

Happy Birthday Kari!

Happy Birthday Elvin!

Celebrations
Happy Birthday Susan!

Happy Birthday Beth!

Happy Birthday Wanda!

December - March Birthdays

The
Hospitality
Team are:
Wanda Veer, Chair
Sherrill Knight
John Burgess
Erin Maclean-Berko
Lori Weller
Rev Justin McNeill
Rev Tracy Robertson

Dec 17 – Margaret Smyth
Dec 24 – Jan Mingo
Dec 31 – Amy S.
Jan 3 – Lois Shewan
Jan 6 – Keith Campbell
Jan 6 – Erin & Dmitri (Annivesary)
Jan 8 – Chloe Veer
Jan 8 – Diane French
Jan 8 – Kimberley Haney
Jan 10 – Theresa (Teri) S.
Jan 10 - Ray W.
Jan 12 – Sherrill Knight
Jan 13 – Lynn T.
Jan 19 – June P.
Jan 20 – Matthew T-K.
Jan 21 – Deyelle MacDonald
*Jan 22 – Wanda Veer
*Jan 24 – Elvin D.
*Jan 26 – Valda Clements
Jan 30 – Marilyn W.
Feb 1 – Candace M.
Feb 3 – Judy G.
*Feb 3 – David Gray
*Feb 4 – Kari Orosz
*Feb 4 – Susan Gautschi
Feb 8 – Cheryl L.
Feb 8 – Margaret (Mugs) Worth
Feb 9 – Lynn McCrea
Feb 16 – Ted Glenn
Feb 23 – Corinne Smith
*Feb 23 – Richard Taylor-Kerr
Feb 25 – Amanda Sherwin
*Mar 1 – Arnold Murray
Mar 2 – Jenn M.
Mar 2 – Ron Steele
*Mar 5 – Jennifer Abar
*Mar 6 – Beth Phillips
*Mar 7 – Tess Ashley
*Mar 11 – Stu Robbins
Mar 11 – Andrew Taylor-Kerr
Mar 12 – John McCrea
Mar 12 – Bill Cousens
Mar 12 – Sheila Campbell
Mar 14 – Derek Fenty
Mar 14 – Doug Whitnack
*Mar 15 – Pam Bazinet
*Mar 15 – Linda Bouchard
*photos included

