
Order of Service 

Prelude: Ron French and Kari Orosz - The Garden Song by David Mallett  

Acknowledgement of Treaty 7, Métis Region 3 Land 

Candle Lighting & Silence 

Introit: I Can Feel You Near Me God/Jump for Joy                                   MV #48 

Call to Worship 

Opening Prayer: Through the ages, God has moved the people of Christ to build houses of 
prayer and praise, and to set apart places where God’s presence is celebrated in word and 
sacrament.  With gratitude for this place and space we gather to remember and recommit it 
in God’s name.  Way we receive the gift of this building that it may stand as testament and 
promise of God’s place in our lives and God’s place in this community.  Amen.  

Hymn: For the Fruit of All Creation        VU #227 

Scripture: Mark 3:26-34 (The Inclusive Bible)  

The Message: Expansive Love by Rev. Candace McNeill  

Ministry of Music: The Orchestra: A Hymn for Band by Hugh M. Stuart Invitation to Open 
Hands 

Offertory Prayer: Holy God, for the gifts of this place, the gifts of our history, and the gifts 
gathered together, we give great thanks. For the difference we have made, and for the work 
that we continue, we give great thanks.  For open hands, open hearts, open minds, and the 
blessing of God’s grace, we give great thanks for these and all things.  Amen. 

Call To Prayer:  Come and Find the Quiet Centre (vs 1)    VU #374 

Pastoral Prayers and Prayer of Jesus 

Hymn: Soil of God, You and I       MV #174 

Commissioning & Benediction 

Postlude: Kari Orosz: Scarborough Fair / Canticle' – Traditional, arrangement & original coun-
termelody by Paul Simon & Art Garfunkel 

Sunday, June 13, 2021 
Theme: Sowing Seeds  

VU = Voices United  MV = More Voice 
Online Worship link can be found here:            

https://stthomasunited.ca/   

https://stthomasunited.ca/


Coffee Chat Sunday Mornings  
Join us Sunday mornings as we gather via Zoom to watch the online worship service to-
gether as community starting at 9:45 am (service starts at 10 am.) Then stay after the 
service for a time of checking in and conversation.  To receive the Zoom invite send us 
an email at coffee-chat@stthomasunited.ca. 
 

Pathways to Reconciliation 
In light of recent events, which have personally shaken me and many others, an article 
in Saturday’s Herald caught my eye. The title of the article by Cora Voyageur is, 
“Kamloops is Old News to First Nations.” She has written what I believe is a good over-
view of the history of residential schools, and ends the article with this.  
“June is National Indigenous History Month. I urge you to learn more about Indigenous 
people and the good and the bad about Canadian history. Please choose credible 
sources, those based upon facts and not merely opinions. Further, I urge you to read 
the Truth and Reconciliation reports that are available online.” 

The Calls to Action from the TRC were meant to address the legacy of so-called schools, 
uncover the full history, and correct the damage done to Indigenous communities over 
generations. I’ve recently learned that an abridged version (about 300 pages) of the TRC 
report is available at the public library. The title is “A Knock on the Door: The Essential 
History of Residential Schools,” from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Cana-
da. It is said to be both concise and accessible (the original report fills 7 volumes). 

As Chief Lee Crowchild from the Tsuut’ina Nation said, “Truth needs to come before rec-
onciliation.” 

 (Cora Voyageur is a member of the Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation, a residential 
school survivor, and an Indigenous sociology professor at the University of Calgary). 
 

National Indigenous History Month 

Find more information and register for any of these programs on the Chinook Winds 
website. https://chinookwindsregion.ca/indigenous-right-relations/ 

Indigenous History Month Interfaith Dialogue: Living into Treaty Relations – Lunch and 
Learn – June 16, 12:00 to 1:00 pm. Join Tony Snow, Indigenous Minister for Chinook 
Winds Region for a blanket exercise, discussion and discernment of reconciliation, right 
relations, and treaty covenants with the First Peoples of Treaty 7.  
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Indigenous Day 101 – Hillhurst United Church Lunch and Learn Series – June 21, 12:00 
to 1:30 pm. Join us via zoom to learn about the history of Indigenous Day, the meaning 
behind the celebration, and the tie-in to the United Church. Everyone Welcome.    
 

215 Pairs of Shoes Fundraiser 

McKillop United Church, Lethbridge has taken on a special fundraiser in memory of the 
215 children during June in support of the Regional Indigenous Ministry Fund. 
You're welcome to join with them! Here’s how to Donate: 
       • Donations to the Regional Indigenous Ministry Fund can be made online through 
the Chinook Winds website. 
       • Or you can donate through McKillop United following these directions:  send an 
etransfer to judy@mckillopunited.ca or with a credit card over the phone by calling 403 
328 2703 between 9:00 am and Noon Monday through Friday. 
Tax receipts will be issued.  
 

Calgary Alliance for the Common Good (CACG) News 
CAGC website: www.calgarycommongood.org 
 

Ward 2 Meetings with Candidates for Councilor in October Election 
The next municipal election is this coming October 18th, 2021.  If you live in Ward 2, and 
would like to have an opportunity to join in a small group that will have a series of 
meetings with each candidate for Councilor in Ward 2, please contact Elizabeth Morton 
403-827-3056 or Rachel Murray, 403-239-1782.  This program is being run through the 
Calgary Alliance for the Common Good, of which St. Thomas is a member.  The com-
munities in Ward 2 are:  Arbour Lake, Citadel, Evanston, Hamptons, Hawkwood, Kin-
cora, Nolan Hill, Ranchlands, Royal Oak, Royal Vista, Sage Hill, and Sherwood.   
 

Calling all graduates! (And proud friends and family) 
The Hospitality Committee would like to celebrate all of our 2021 Graduates! 
Please share the following survey (or complete on behalf of the graduate IF they give 
permission) so we can hear all about their milestone! 
High school, university, whatever it might be, let us know! 
The deadline is June 15th. 
 https://forms.gle/17cD68eEwWi4bQ7g6 
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Summer Scripture Readers  
Young people of St. Thomas , you still have time to volunteer to be a scripture reader for 
this summer. If you would like to read during July and August, please contact Rachel 
Murray at rachelmurray@shaw.ca. She will contact you to see which dates you are avail-
able. 
 

Harvest Hills Cares 

Harvest Hills Cares is a grass roots organization that was started just over a year ago by 
2 people and some helpers. HHC is currently a registered non-profit awaiting CRC au-
thorization to issue tax receipts. It has a volunteer board and about 30 volunteers but it 
has no paid staff and no office so administrative costs are minimal. Like most support 
agencies in Alberta, it is overwhelmed with requests for help. 

HHC will accept requests from all over Calgary. Most of its clients are people who fall 
through the cracks or have other issues, e.g., afraid to access Income Support or Food 
Bank because they fear being reported to Immigration. Or parents afraid that their chil-
dren will be apprehended by Child Welfare or they will lose custody to the other parent 
if it looks like they can't provide for them. Or people who used to have an income which 
paid the mortgage and allowed a comfortable lifestyle who have been unemployed for 
months and are now destitute. Or who are waiting for the first pay cheque. Or people 
who can't get to the Food Bank. Or can't afford gas to get to work. Or who discontinued 
CEWS because they found work and are again unemployed and must re-apply.  
HHC liaises with other support agencies, contacts Enmax and Atco on behalf of clients 
who are at risk of losing utilities and, if funds allow, helps people pay rent. 
Check out the www.HarvestHillsCaresCalgary.ca for more information or to donate time, 
talent or treasure. HHC also has a GofundMe page.  
You can find HHC on Facebook. Twitter handle is @HarvesthillsYYC     Ruthann Watson 
 

Youth Group (grades 7-12) meets weekly for social events with a mix of in-person, 
physically distanced and virtual meetings. If you would like to join us, please email the 
youth leaders at youth@sttomasunited.ca.   
 

Junior Youth Group (grades 4-6) currently meets virtually through ZOOM.  The next 
meetings are June 11, June 25, July 16, and Aug 20.  Plans for fall will be determined in 
August.  If interested, please contact us at junior-youth@stthomasunited.ca. 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. THOMAS 

Sunday, Jun 13 
10 am Online Worship Service 
11:45 am Virtual Music Team Meeting 
Monday, Jun 14 no events 
Tuesday, Jun 15  
7 pm Executive Council Meeting 
Wed, Jun 16   
7 pm Virtual Building & Property Meeting 

Thurs, Jun 17 
9 am Worship Filming 
Friday, Jun 18        
noon Al Madinah Islamic Group Prayer 
evening Virtual Youth Group 
Saturday, Jun 19 no events 

 
 
Ministers:  Rev. Tracy Robertson  
                     Rev. Justin McNeill 
 

Office Administrator: Jane Wittstock 
 

Music Team:  Pam Bazinet, Barb Robertson,  
  Dick Worton, Erin MacLean-Berko 
 

Accompanists:  Kari Orosz, Kloria Wen 
 

Youth Leaders:  Heather Robertson 
  Caitlin Hornbeck 
  Jacqueline Verwaayen  
 

Sunday School Coordinator:  Erin MacLean-Berko 

Upcoming Service Themes:  
 

June 13 Sewing Seeds 
June 20 Father’s Day 
June 27 Jesus Heals by a Touch 
July 4 Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Two-
 By-Two 
July 11 Strummers Stampede Service 

Through our gifts we commit ourselves to 
live out the mission and ministry of the 
church. Please give generously to the Mis-
sion and Service Fund to make this possi-
ble. 

St. Thomas is an Affirming Ministry within 
The United Church of Canada. LGBTQ2 peo-
ple are whole people and full members in 
this community of faith.  

The United Church of Canada St. Thomas is  
proud to be part of the United Church of     
Canada which ministers to close to 3 million 
people in 3,500 congregations across the 
country. For more info about the United       
Church visit www.united-church.ca  

100 Hawkwood Blvd. NW  
Calgary AB T3G 2S9  

office@stthomasunited.ca 
www.stthomasunited.ca      

403-241-0366 

  Each Sunday we acknowledge that we are on 
  Treaty 7 land, not out of guilt or shame, but  
  in recognition of the land on which we gath-

er. We give thanks for the traditional territo-
ries and oral practices that have lived on this 
land for thousands of years through the 
Indigenous Nations of the Siksika, Kanai, 
Piikani. Stoney-Nakoda and Tsuut’ina and all 
people  who make their homes in this, our 
Treaty 7 region of Alberta, and the Region 3 
Métis Nation. 

Helping in Today’s Service 
 

Music: 
The Orchestra 
Dick Worton, Kari Orosz, Pam Bazinet, Ron 
French, Richard Taylor-Kerr and Elaine Taylor-Kerr 
Scripture Reader: Elaine Gray 


