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JOHN AND SANDY BURGESS –  2016 

As with so many present-day Calgarians, John and Sandy came from another part of Canada.  Sandra was 

born in Toronto where her father, like his father before him, worked for Goodyear Tire.  As she was growing 

up, the family (Sandra has a younger brother), lived on the west side of Toronto, places like Lakeview and 

Alderwood.  In grade two they moved to the Rexdale/Etobicoke area where Sandra completed her primary 

and secondary schooling.  She went on to attend the University of Guelph, taking Family & Consumer Stud-

ies, and graduating with a degree in Applied Human Nutrition.   

John was born and raised in Barrie, Ontario.  His Mom grew up in Barrie, his Dad was from Halifax originally.  

John has a younger brother and sister.  John also attended the University of Guelph earning a degree in Eco-

nomics.  It was while at U of G that John and Sandy met through mutual friends.  They began dating, enjoyed 

each other’s company and eventually 

married, at Black Creek Pioneer Village 

in Toronto, when Sandy graduated in 

1975. 

One summer, while at university, John 

travelled west with a friend from univer-

sity (he had recently moved to Calgary) .  

The two of them worked as students for 

Quality Homes, which he says was an 

education in that type of construction.  

He enjoyed Calgary and, when he gradu-

ated, he moved to the city in 1974 ini-

tially working in accounting at Canadian 

Superior Oil and later Revelstoke Com-

pany Ltd. (Revy).   Sandra followed him 

to Calgary where she did a one-year die-

Meet Our Newcomers - by Sherrill Knight 

Words from Your Hospitality Team - by Wanda Veer, Chair 

Welcome to the 2nd Edition of THE STUC SPOTLIGHT. Our Hospitality Team has been busy interviewing, 
writing, editing, organizing celebration gatherings, and photographing our St Thomas community. Please en-
joy the histories of the very interesting members of our congregation. And be prepared, as you too may be 
the next folks to appear in Edition #3. 
 

We are looking to add to this exciting committee. Please consider joining us. And, I am always happy to re-
ceive comments about this publication. 
 

Special thank yous to: 
- my dedicated photographers: Pam Bazinet, Maggie Gidley, Lori Weller 
- the keepers of the sign: Ron & Diane French 
- Jane Wittstock, who masterfully wove all our bits and pieces together for this publication. 
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tetic internship at the Calgary General Hospital.  She worked at the General a while longer before taking a 

position at The Bay in Food Services.  Sandra and John started a family at this point, a son born in 1978 and a 

daughter in1982. Sandra was a very busy stay-at-home mom for a period.  She would have liked to job-share 

while the children were little but that arrangement was too new a concept in the workplace then.   

Once the children were in school, Sandra returned to work at the General Hospital as a Dietitian, mostly fo-

cused on Diabetes management.  Interestingly, it was during this time that she met our capable church Office 

Administrator, Jane Wittstock, who was there as a student & co-worker.  Sandra continued working in her 

field until 2013, basing out of the Peter Lougheed, the Old Colonel Belcher and the old Children’s Hospitals 

after the General Hospital was closed.   

Meanwhile, John went on to work with Suncor for 10 years, later moving to Westman Resources, Pan Cana-

dian and Norcen…there were so many changes in the oil patch in those days.  Eventually he decided to focus 

on contract Book Keeping ending up his career at the Inglewood Golf Course before retiring.  He recalls it be-

ing a wonderful way to finish his career, as the staff at Inglewood were “the nicest, happy people to work 

with”.   

For most of their years in Calgary, John and Sandy lived in Marlborough Park where they joined and became 

very immersed in Robert McClure United Church (1982 until 2016/17).  It was during this period that their 

paths crossed with many other folks who have moved and now attend St. Thomas:  Ron & Diane French, John 

& Lynn McCrea, Daryl Fenty, Bob Nixon and also Dave Robertson who has since passed away. 

Robert McClure UC was a new congregation and Sandra was on their building committee in charge of the 

Kitchen Planning.  She was also involved for many years with a seniors’ housing project, Gilchrist Manor, 

which was developed near the church.  She and John were part of various committees and groups:  as Treas-

urer & Envelope Steward, UCW (locally and with Presbyterial), choir and church praise band, JNAC and 

Search Committees for ministers, fundraising, Stewardship Committees…you name it! Sandra was involved 

with the Child Well-Being Committee of UCW & also on Local & Global Outreach with Presbytery.  It was 

through the outreach area that they first met Rev. Tracy.  Sandra also volunteered for 19 years with the 

Stampede with the ATCO Kitchen Theatre where chefs gave demonstrations and food samples. She now vol-

unteers with Ujamaa Grandmas, a Calgary group with the Stephen Lewis Foundation.  Both John and Sandy 

have volunteered regularly for the annual Shaw Charity Classic Golf Tournament here in the city. 

In 2016 John and Sandy decided to “right-size” and they moved to Beddington Heights.  They decided that 

rather than struggling with a long drive to Robert McClure in bad weather, they would check out St. Thomas 

United Church which was closer to them.  Tracy had issued an invitation to them to “come and check out 

STUC when they moved.” When they tried us, they were greeted warmly and liked the service and the music.  

They already knew so many people that they just felt that they belonged (French’s, Tonkin’s, McCrea’s, Joan 

Meldrum, to name a few).  It wasn’t long before both were singing in the adult choir and then the Strum-

mers.   They have jumped in with both feet at St. Thomas too.  Sandra chairs the Prayer Shawl Knitters & is a 

member of the Property & Building Committee. John is the STUC Archivist.  In their “spare time” John enjoys 

gardening, golfing, genealogy and reading while Sandra thrives on golfing, knitting/sewing, reading and bak-

ing.   

John and Sandra, we are soooo glad that you gave St. Thomas a try and that you stuck with STUC!  It is won-

derful to have you as part of our church family. 
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SHARON RAMRAJ-THOMPSON, ROBERT THOMPSON & FAMILY - 2018 

Sharon Ramraj-Thompson and Robert Thompson and family began coming to St. Thomas in early 

2018.  Sharon is a born and raised Calgarian and grew up in the community of Dalhousie.  She studied           

English at McGill and Queen’s before returning to Alberta to get her LLB.    She then practiced as a Fami-

ly Law lawyer (Legal Aid) until she retired to spend more time with her children; she currently works part-

time at MRU teaching English Literature and Academic Writing—which she loves. 

Rob grew up in Richmond, BC and attended both UBC and the University of Toronto.  He lived and 

worked in Japan, Germany, and Texas before settling in Calgary in 1998 to take a position in the Depart-

ment of Physics and Astronomy at UCalgary.   Rob and his colleagues, working at CERN in Switzerland, have 

been credited with significant advancements in the study of Antimatter.  At present, Rob is current-

ly the Associate VP (Research) at UCalgary.   

Sharon and Rob met when Sharon was a teenager in the 90s and visited her older brother in Toronto, who 

was studying at the U of T and lived in the same College as Rob.  Over the years, they “re-met” when Sharon’s 

brother came home to visit, but they didn’t start dating until 2005; they got married a few years later.  Robert 

and Sharon have three children: Samantha, age 7, Owen, age 10 and Ian, age 12.   The family is very close 

to both of their parents--Sharon’s Mum in Calgary (her dad died in 2014)—and Rob’s parents in Rich-

mond.  The family hopes to see Rob’s parents at their home in the Gulf Islands when the pandemic re-

strictions lift. 

Sharon grew up attending St. David’s United Church, but in 2018, the family was looking for a church nearby 

that offered a variety of youth activities.  They found this in St. Thomas.  Ian began going to the Children’s 

Choir and then to the Junior Youth and Youth groups.  Samantha is enthusiastic about singing with 

the Children’s Choir.  Owen loves Cubs Scouts and both he and Ian play Lacrosse.  Ian had the acclaim 

of qualifying for and presenting at the Calgary Youth Science Fair twice!  Samantha and Ian both attend karate 

(at St Thomas) and Ian earned his Blue Belt in April.   Sharon and her family were involved for a time helping 

teach English to the Yaldi family, who are 

supported by our Outreach Com-

mittee.  The family attends services, as they 

are able, have been involved in some of the 

garage sales, and they have good memories 

of making the painted hands display.   

The pace of life has slowed down a little bit 

for the family during the pandemic and 

their activities include enjoying the back-

yard trampoline, biking, reading, Minecraft 

and watching movies on the weekend. 

Robert, Sharon, Samantha, Owen and Ian, 

it is great to have you in our church family 

and we look forward to seeing you once in-

person services resume.  
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JAY LIVESEY AND JACQUELINE MERCER-LIVESEY – 2016 

Jackie was born in Didsbury but her family moved shortly after to Blairmore, in the Crowsnest Pass, where 

they built a motel. Most of her schooling was done in the Crowsnest Pass. She was just finishing high school, 

at age 18, when her dad passed away. She stayed home an extra year to assist with the family business be-

fore attending Red Deer College. Her first marriage took her to many different parts of Canada and during 

this time she worked in the travel/airline industry. It was when she moved to Calgary that her daughter, An-

drea, was born in 2000 and later her son, Eric. Jacqueline was very involved as a volunteer at the kids’ school. 

At the urging of school staff, she acquired her Special Needs Educational Assistant Certificate and has worked 

with students ever since.  

Jay was born in Princeton, BC but lived in Merrit, BC until grade 4. This was a difficult time for him as his par-

ents split up. Initially, he went with his mom to the US and then to Coaldale and Blairmore where he com-

pleted grade 9. At this point, he joined his dad in Penticton where he worked and eventually married and had 

two children. After living in Kelowna for a stint, he moved to Calgary in 2006 when he entered the construc-

tion Industry in steel fabrication. His interesting journey to his current position as a manager of a structural 

steel company was largely through apprenticeship opportunities and he now holds a Journeyman Welder 

Certificate, and a Journeyman Metal Plate Fitter Certificate.  

It was in 2014, when they were both single again, that a mutual friend suggested that they contact each oth-

er. Through Facebook, they realized that they had known each other back in their Blairmore days! They have 

been together ever since. Jay and Jacqueline remain involved with their four young adult offspring, three of 

whom have taken the apprenticeship route for their careers in Autobody Restoration (Andrea), Auto Me-

chanics (Eric) and another a Journeyman Welder (Nicolas), here in Calgary. Jay’s daughter, Rebecca, is an Ed-

ucation Assistant in Penticton. In their leisure time their interests are spending time walking their 3 dogs, and 

spending time in nature as much as they can.  

Interestingly, both Jay and Jacqueline had relatives who were ministers and so they looked to find a church 

home, first attending Central UC and later St. Thomas, which was close to where they live in Arbour Lake. 

Their first visit to St. Thomas happened to be a service involving food (which was a bonus) and they felt 

warmly welcomed by Tracy, Jacquie Homer-Dixon and a number of others. For Jay it is the people, like Barb 

and Bill Cousens, that draw him most. For Jacquel-

ine, who works with Sheila Campbell in the church 

library, it is the message and opportunity to learn 

more about living as a Christian. They both really 

like the music, the messages, and the small group 

opportunities. Jay volunteers with the audio-visual 

equipment, the Strummers, the men’s MOST 

group, serving on the YAC committee and various 

other things. One thing that Jay wants to offer is a 

“listening ear” for anyone who might be battling 

addiction as he has walked that challenging road in 

the past.  

Jay and Jacqueline, we are so glad that you found 

us and we are richer for it!    
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ELIZABETH (BETTY) KIPPERBERG –  2012 

Betty was born in Calgary.  She remembers when Bowness and Montgomery were still outside the city limits 

and when you could almost always run into someone you knew when you were out and about.  Her early 

schooling was done in Calgary but, after her dad passed away when she was 13, she moved with her Mom 

and some of her siblings to live in Kelowna.  Kelowna was a wonderful place to spend her teen years.  It was 

changing from a summer destination and becoming a larger, year-round community.  The schools were full to 

overflowing so that they had to attend classes in shifts.  There were lots of outdoor activities to do with 

friends: tennis, hiking, skiing, biking, snowmobiling, snowshoeing.   

After high school, Betty married and she and her husband moved initially to Edmonton.  Later, they relocated 

to Calgary where they were closer to family.  They had three children, a son and then, just 10.5 months later, 

twin daughters!  Betty said that she was lucky to have the babies so close together BUT it certainly was busy, 

especially when she and her husband parted ways when the twins were one!   In these early years, Betty also 

ran a day home which she quite enjoyed. 

With the children in school, Betty went back to school 

herself to become a nurse.  She worked for 27 years at 

Foothills Hospital as a nurse and found it very reward-

ing.   After Foothills, Betty did “Travel Nursing” for a 

brief, but very interesting, stint that took her to Hazel-

ton, a small, largely First Nations community in north-

ern BC.  She has many good memories from that time, 

one of them being the “ooligan run” on the Skeena Riv-

er.  She will never forget the numerous eagles, seals, 

sea lions and other birds feasting on the small fish, and 

also the wonderful taste of freshly cooked ooligan.  

Betty currently works for OhanaCare on a casual basis 

and she enjoys her 4 or 5 regular clients.  You also 

might see her at one or two local 7/11 Stores in the 

community of Ranchlands, where she now lives.   

Currently, Betty’s son, who is unable to work due to 

mental health struggles, lives with her and is under her 

care.  Through the pandemic, she has found alternate ways of connecting with her other grown children and 

4 grandchildren through Zoom and driveway visits. 

Elizabeth, who grew up attending Hillhurst UC as a child, first starting dropping in to St. Thomas UC when it 

was brand new in Hawkwood.  Her sister and brother-in-law, Sandy and Bob Ford, who were long time mem-

bers of our congregation before they moved to Cochrane, lived nearby.  Now that she lives in Ranchlands, St. 

Thomas is her church home.  She finds St. Thomas, and the United Church as a whole, to be warm and wel-

coming, open, respectful and non-judgmental.  It is the people whom she values and believes that our #1 job 

as a church family is to love one another with kindness and compassion.    We are so lucky to have you in our 

church family Elizabeth.   
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LOU AND MARJORIE HEINEN written by Marjorie Heinen, edited by Lori Weller 

Lou was born Aug. 26, 1926 in Scott, SK in a family of six:  3 boys, 3 girls. His parent had immigrated in the 

early 1900’s:  his father from Holland and his mother from France.  Lou was always called “Louie”, the French 

way. His father lost his farm during the depression in the 1930’s so the family moved to nearby Wilkie, a CPR 

town. All Lou’s schooling was there. 

Lou’s father died when Lou was 12.  All the kids had after school jobs.  Lou delivered the Star Phoenix and 

later groceries on his bike.  He attended Boy Scouts.  When WW11 broke out, his oldest brother enlisted in 

1939 in the army. Two sisters signed up in CWAC’s, followed by a brother into the RCAF.  When the age re-

quirement dropped to 17 ½ years of age, Lou joined the navy! This left only his youngest sister at home with 

their mother.  This family of such incredible patriotism and call to duty, was written up in the Saskatoon Star 

Phoenix newspaper.  Tragically, his oldest brother was killed in Italy in 1944, his other brother on a bombing 

flight over Germany the 

same year.  Lou received the 

Atlantic Star after his navy 

discharge at the end of the 

war.  

After the war, Lou took a car-

penter’s course in Regina 

and worked on Wartime 

Housing.  He joined the army 

in 1947 in the Royal Canadi-

an Engineers, starting in 

Ottawa then to Chilliwack, 

BC at the Engineer 

base.    His first job in the ar-

my with the rank of sergeant, was as an instructor of new recruits.  

I, Marjorie Amundrud, was born Aug. 11,1929 in Aylesbury, SK, a small village between Regina and Saska-

toon. Our farm was a few miles away.   My dad, of Norwegian descent, was a grain farmer and my mom of 

English/Irish descent, was a teacher.  Our family ended up being six kids, four boy and two girls, (I was in the 

middle).    I took my early schooling in the one roomed school house and I did have the proverbial 2 ½ mile 

walk every day there and back, but no hills to navigate (this was the prairies!).  I have memories of getting 

lost in the fog and following fence posts home one at a time; our scarves coated in ice some winter mornings 

Meet Our Long-timers  

Medals from left to right: 

Atlantic Star Medal                        
Volunteer Service Medal  
WW11 Defense Medal           
NATO Service Medal           
Long Service Medal 
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by the time we reached the school.  Our father made a regulation size skating rink at our place in the winter 

and a ball diamond in the summer.  Our yard was a great meeting spot for all the young people in the area.   

We moved back into town for our later schooling years.  With WW11 happening, my oldest brother joined 

the RCAF in 1943 and went to England. My mother quilted many a quilt that were sent overseas.  I remember 

making Rice Krispies squares for my brother and I’m sure by the time he received the parcel two months lat-

er, those squares were hard tacks! 

After completing grade 12, I enrolled at Regina Grey Nuns nursing school.  Graduating in 1950, I worked in 

hospitals in Rosetown and Foam Lake.  

This was the time of the polio epidemic, 

and some of our patients had to be 

flown by small plane to Regina or Saska-

toon.  In 1953 a girlfriend and I decided 

to take nursing jobs in Chilliwack, BC.   I 

found out a bit later there was an army 

base close by. 

Lou and I met at the curling rink in Chilli-

wack.  I was on a nurses’ team in the 

ladies’ league, Lou on an army base 

team in the men’s league which curled 

after us.  Our teams both “Took the 

Cup” for our leagues that year.  We dat-

ed, married on January -- 29, 1955, and 

then our travels began.  While still in 

Chilliwack-, our first daughter Susan was 

born 1956---Edmonton 1958, daughter 

Cathy arrived.  We moved (via ship) to 

Germany 1961 and daughter Carolyn 

born there in 1963.  Lou was stationed 

in SOEST, Germany and this was the 

time of the Cold War (Germany divided, 

Berlin wall, Cuban Crisis, Russia’s prox-

imity in Europe.  Even our five year old 

was worried about being ‘shot at’).  Lou 

was working with the base administra-

tion.  But, not to be deterred, we took 

many camping and travel trips with 

three young children while living at the military base in Germany:  Austria, Holland, Germany, Italy and Eng-

land. When in Italy, we drove the Adriatic Coast to Gradara, site of a Commonwealth War Cemetery, where 

there, Lou was able to visit his brother’s grave.  

On return to Canada in 1964, we lived a short time in Regina.  Then it was to Ottawa where Lou was commis-

sioned to officers’ rank.  Camp Borden near Barrie, ON was next before returning to Ottawa for a couple of 
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years.   ***(As an interesting note, Rev. Wilbur Howard was our minister at Emmanuel UC in Ottawa in 1970-

73.   He later became the first black moderator of the UCC from 1974-77.  We also knew Anne Squire at this 

church.  She later became the first female lay person moderator of the UCC, 1986-88). 

For most of Lou’s postings, I was able to continue nursing part-time.  Over the years, I worked almost all areas 

of nursing. Truly, nursing was a perfect profession for me as a wife of a military man whose service required 

us to move frequently and oft times, without much notice.    I retired in 1983 after 33 years. 

Our last military transfer in 1974, located us in Winnipeg, Lou continuing in base administration. A few years 

later, after thirty years of dedicated service, Lou retired from the military.  Too young to stop working entire-

ly, Lou moved into the public sector becoming an administrative manager for the Airport Construction 

Branch, then finally retiring in 1988. 

Our whole family loved Winnipeg; Lou and I lived there 30 years.  Lou built onto our home, a large sewing/

laundry room and a huge, covered deck overlooking the backyard.  Many a summer’s evening was enjoyed on 

that screened-in back deck.  And the deck was also the perfect place for our seven grandchildren to sleep 

when they’d all come “home” to visit us most summers.  

We attended Crestview United Church where Lou served on the church board in almost every position over 

our time there and he sang bass in the choir for 29 years.   I was in the UCW for the same length of time.  

Fowl suppers were a big thing with churches in Manitoba.  I cooked a 23 lb turkey and baked two pies every 

year for those so well received turkey suppers.   We had season tickets for the WPG Symphony.  We both 

curled!  Lou finally hung up his curling broom here in Calgary at age 86.  We sure enjoyed that game and the 

friends we made along the way.   

Our daughters completed their high school education in Winnipeg and each went on to post secondary 

schooling.  Once the girls were educated, working, and then married, Winnipeg was no longer their “home”.   

Their new home sites provided us with additional adventurous travels.   Cathy, a teacher, and family lived in 

Anchorage, Alaska; Susan, a school librarian/secretary, and family lived in Spiritwood, SK; and Carolyn, a di-

rector of childcare education moved to Silver Springs here in Calgary.    

Eventually, Lou and I realized that Winnipeg was no longer the best location for us to live. So, in 2004 we 

moved to our home here in Arbour Lake, NW Calgary. Now, all three of our daughters and their families are 

living in Calgary or Cochrane, which is wonderful.   We are all so close again.  

And, of course, we have a new church home at St. Thomas UC with its very welcoming, dedicated, spirited 

and active congregation.   Although we are not involved with the inner workings of this church, we especially 

enjoy the choir, the friendly attenders, the church community and the ministers.  I have knitted many prayer 

shawls, we have enjoyed the potluck suppers, Wild Game meals, attend church regularly and have made 

many new friends.  

 We are happy, complete, and very content here in Calgary.   

***Considering all the many places this couple has lived, St. Thomas United is very fortunate indeed and so 

blessed to have Lou and Marjorie as part of our church family.  We all enjoy your presence.  Thank you both so 

much for sharing your most interesting and adventurous life journeys. 
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GREG AND JO-ANNE HYATT   written by Wanda Veer 

I spent a lovely May afternoon visiting with Greg and Jo-Anne, learning about these Ontario folks who are so 

active in our St Thomas U.C.   

Jo-Anne Price was born in Toronto on June 24, 1948.  She attended school there, then took Physio & Occupa-

tional Therapy at U of T.  One of her classmates, Pamela Kitchen (now Bazinet), attended the first semester 

with her.  Pamela declared that OT was not her thing, and she moved into Education.  Jo-Anne continued 

with the OT courses, and worked as an OT in Toronto.  She pursued many interests during this time, including 

choir, curling, skiing, and leading Girl Guides.  One event that definitely stands out for her is taking a compa-

ny of Girl Guides to England and Wales in 1975.   

Her after-work activities propelled her to join a ski club, the Marauders.  It was, while participating in a Ma-

rauders curling group, that she met Greg Hyatt, and her new adventures began. 

Greg Hyatt hails from Windsor, Ontario.  His Dad’s ancestors homesteaded 200 acres east of Leamington, On-

tario.  The Hyatt’s were United Empire 

Loyalists who moved from New York to 

Quebec’s Eastern Townships near Sher-

brooke after the American Revolution 

(the original townsite was known as Hy-

att Mills).  Greg’s Dad, who did not want 

to farm, joined the Air Force as soon as 

he turned 18 in December 1942.  Fortu-

nately, the Air Force insisted on keeping 

him on the ground due to his color blind-

ness.  However, the Air Force was a good 

place for him.  It allowed him to finish 

his high school courses, and his love of 

accounting followed.  Greg recalls his 

Saturday mornings spent at his Dad’s 

accounting firm, where Greg learned the 

ins and outs of bookkeeping with hands 

on teaching from his Dad.  I teased him 

that numbers were his game... definite-

ly... but these Saturday mornings were 

an investment in his future.  He learned 

that math was fascinating, accounting 

was not.   When he went to the Universi-

ty of Windsor, he took Mathematics, ma-

joring in Statistics.  He commenced his 

career with an insurance company in To-

ronto where he studied for and wrote all 

of the Actuarial exams, which he com-

pleted in 1978.   
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Greg’s interests weren’t only with numbers.  He played basketball, hockey, and baseball, and joined the High 

Park Ski Club with its 3,000 members.  Finding that this club was too big to get to meet any girls, he would 

later join the Marauders Ski Club where he signed up for curling and met Jo-Anne.  Greg continued to be ac-

tive with the High Park Ski Club’s canoeing section.  When Greg was one of four guys who planned an 11 day, 

320 km canoe trip ending in Moose Factory near James Bay, the guys’ girlfriends all announced that they 

were coming too – while not having a clue what they were getting themselves into.  (** Editor’s note:  

Moose Factory is where Linda Bouchard grew up).  There were many, many stories to accompany this adven-

ture.  Greg figured correctly that if Jo-Anne and he could spend 11 very long, arduous days together in the 

same canoe (navigating countless rapids), they could handle anything together, and six weeks later they 

were engaged.  They were married eight months later in Toronto on June 16, 1979. 

They lived in Scarborough until 1996, and welcomed Stephen in 1980, David in 1982, and Kathryn in 1986.  

Raising a family, children’s activities, skiing, curling, Scouts and Girl Guides, and church events filled their 

days.  Their home church was Washington United Church in Scarborough, where Greg served as the Treasur-

er for his final year before moving west.  And, as fate would have it, Kathryn was best friends in Scarborough 

with Joanna Taylor, the daughter of Sherrill Knight’s brother, Ken. 

A turning point for this family was a visit to Alberta in July 1993, which included Stephen and David attending 

a Scout Jamboree in Kananaskis, followed by a two week Rocky Mountain family holiday.  They fell in love 

with the west and the associated activities, returning for a ski holiday in early 1996.  Shortly thereafter, 

Greg’s employer was seeking an actuary to fill a vacancy in its Calgary office, and Greg quickly volunteered.  

They arrived in August 1996, and bought a house in Varsity.  It is not a coincidence that they settled in the 

same neighbourhood as Sherrill’s brother’s family, who had also moved from the Hyatt’s Scarborough neigh-

bourhood to Varsity 20 months before the Hyatt’s. 

Their first visit to St Thomas was in September 1996.  Rev Geoff Carr was the minister, and the first Sunday 

showcased the Teen Choir, under the leadership of Judy Griffith.  Kathryn recognized Sherrill Knight as being 

“Joanna’s aunt Sherrill who I met at the family cottage this summer”.  Kathryn promptly decided she wanted 

to join the Teen Choir, despite being underage.  St Thomas was gearing up our “Imagine Tomorrow” cam-

paign, adding square footage to our building.  The Hyatt’s were hooked.  Kathryn joined the Teen Choir, Jo-

Anne joined the Adult Choir, and soon Greg was Finance Committee chair.  He has served as Treasurer for 

the last 5 years.  DEFINITELY time for someone to take over the Treasurer responsibilities, he says, while he’s 

willing to continue with the bookkeeping responsibilities.    

Their time in Calgary has been rewarding.  Panorama called to them, where they bought a new townhouse in 

1999.  Many happy family outings, both winter and summer, were held at this location.  Just this month, the 

townhouse has been sold, and a new Panorama chalet is almost completed, which will accommodate all 5 

grandsons (who Grandpa teaches to ski as soon as they turn age three!). 

Greg and Jo-Anne are a busy pair.  Golfing, curling, skiing, hiking, playing tennis are Greg’s pastimes.  Jo-Anne 

enjoys golfing, curling, puzzles, singing, reading.  AND HANGING OUT WITH GRANDSONS!  Plus, they go on 

the most exotic holidays which Greg thoroughly researches, he then takes loads of pictures, and finally builds 

remembrance photo albums and slide shows for us all to enjoy. 

WE are so glad they found us at St Thomas.  We thank them for their years of commitment and dedication.   
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Celebrations 

Happy Birthday Maggie! 

Happy Birthday Gloria! 

Happy Birthday Elizabeth! 

Happy Birthday Dennis!  

Happy Birthday Roslyn!    

Farewell Judy Booth! 
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Happy Birthday John! 

Happy Birthday Gwen! 

Happy Birthday Evangeline! 

Happy Birthday Sasha!  

Happy Birthday Bud! 

Happy Birthday Elvin! 
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Happy Anniversary          
Stan and Wanda! 

Happy Birthday Ruthann!  

Happy Birthday Hal!    

Happy Birthday Vernice!    

Betty’s 99th Birthday! 

Happy Birthday Joan! 
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Happy 
Birthday 
Gwen! 

Happy Birthday  
Mae! 

Happy Birthday Jean! 

Happy Birthday Sheila! 

Happy Birthday Sunshine (Elaine)!    

Happy Birthday Shelley! 
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March to June Birthdays 

March 15—June 15 
 

March 20 – Margaret (Maggie Gidley) 

March 25 – Gloria Moffat 

March 27 - Elizabeth Morton 

March 28 – Gwen Campbell 

March 29 – Evangeline Robertson 

April 1 – Sasha Veer 

April 1 – Harold Ashley 

April 5 – Dennis Gidley 

April 9 – Barbara Robertson 

April 10 – Jean McLeod 

April 13 – Stan and Wanda Veer #53 

April 13 – Elaine Gray 

April 16 – Sheila Humphrey 

April 16 – Ruthann Watson 

April 23 – Hal Tonkin 

April 24 – Vernice Franklin 

April 29 – Bud Berges 

May 1 – Mae Jensen 

May 4 – Colleen Dorscher 

May 5 – Barb Veitch 

May 8 – Elizabeth Griffiths 

May 9 – Pam and Paul Bazinet #51. 

May 9 – Myrna Malanik 

May 12 – Lyn Tonkin 

May 14 – Hazel Wallace 

May 18 – Bud Berges & Judy Griffith. #30 

May 20 – Dmetri Berko 

May 22 – Shirley Friesen 

May 22 – Cathy & Marc Rivard. #40. 

May 25 – John Robertson 

May 25 – David Blackadar 

May 25 – Cathy Olson 

May 27 – Kelcie Dani-Anne Perih 

May 28 – Curtis Veer 

May 31 – Karen Kotkas 

May 31 – Barbara Cousens 

June 6 – Shelley Blackadar 

June 7 – Corine Copeland 

June 7 – John Burgess 

June 7 – Bernice Praymak 

June 8 – Betty Hughes 

June 12 – Joan Brooks 

June 12 – Hal and Lyn Tonkin. #51. 

June 13 – Steven Abar 

June 14 – Roslyn Campbell 

The  

Hospitality  

Team are: 

Wanda Veer, Chair  
Sherrill Knight 

Erin Maclean-Berko  
Lori Weller 

Rev Justin McNeill 
Rev Tracy Robertson 


