
 

 

January - February 2022 

Happy New Year everyone! 

As I write this, it’s coming up to our date to pre-record 
Christmas Eve … again *sigh*. Looking back to this time 
last year, I didn’t think we would still be in this place, but 
here we are. Oh, things have definitely gotten better; I’m 
in the office every day unless I choose to work from 
home, we’re having in-person worship on Sunday morn-
ings, and we are joining people for lunch again. I am 
grateful for the many scientists around the world who 
created a vaccine, keeping us safe,  and making recom-
mendations to continue keeping us safe. I’m grateful for 
vaccinations and rapid tests. I’m grateful my family re-
mains healthy and that my adult kids have loving part-
ners. I’m grateful to Todd for always having my back. 

We have been through so much the last two years and 
my encouragement to you (and a reminder to myself) is 
to keep being awesome!  

May 2022 give us much to look forward to 

May you all discover new adventures and meet new peo-
ple 

May fear be replaced with cautionary optimism 

May we continue to check in with one another and look 
out for each other 

May we build up our very rusty communication skills 

May we hug again 

As Linnea Good’s repeat-after-me song goes: 

 I am amazing (I am amazing) 

Ministers’ Message:  Rev. Tracy Robertson 

ST. THOMAS NEWSLETTER 

Broadview Magazine Renewal 
Here we go again!  The magazine changed its format last 
year (fewer magazines per year). As a result, our due 
date for renewal has changed.  Normally, I would be 
asking for your subscription/money, due in January.   
If you no longer wish to receive the magazine, please let 
me know, and I will remove your name from our list.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Jan Campbell. 
403-909-7402. 
 

For 2022, the deadline to renew your subscription, or 
join our subscription group, will be the end of February. 
The cost will be $25.00 for one year. You may pay me by 
cheque (made out to St. Thomas United Church), cash, 
or by E-Transfer. 
 

Our mailing address is: 17 Tuscany Glen Road N.W. 
               Calgary, Alberta  T3L2T5 
Email is: campbell.janice.a@gmail.com 

Peace, Jan Campbell 

 I am filled with power (I am filled with power) 

 And God loves me (And God loves me) 

 Like crazy (like crazy) 

 We are amazing. 

Together, we can make 2022 the best it can be, no 
matter what challenges may cross our paths. We are 
stronger together and we are better together. Remem-
ber, I see you and you are loved. 
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The St. Thomas Newsletter  
is published bimonthly  

Submissions are due by the 15th  
of the preceding month. Send submis-
sions to office@stthomasunited.ca 
 

Program/Event Registration 
To register for any programs or events at 
St. Thomas please sign up online,  
or contact the church office. 
 

Baptism and Membership 
If you are interested in baptism or mem-
bership at St. Thomas please contact the 
church office. 
 

St. Thomas Announcements 
Announcements are emailed weekly. To 
receive these please contact the church 
office. If you stop receiving emails from 
us, please contact the office. The pro-
gram we use randomly disables accounts 
from time to time. We have not inten-
tionally removed you from our distribu-
tion list.  

 

St. Thomas is an  
Affirming Ministry within  

The United Church of Canada.  
LGBTQI2S+ people are  

whole people and full members  
in this community of faith. 

Hospitality at St. Thomas: Wanda Veer 

We continue to offer services streamed live on YouTube each Sunday morn-
ing - subscribe to our YouTube channel to ensure you 
don’t miss a thing! 

Thank you for making Sunday worship, in all its forms, 
part of your week! 

The Worship Team: Linda Bouchard, Dan MacDonald 
Cathy Rivard, Heather Worton, Tracy Robertson. 

Worship at St. Thomas  

After a brief recess at Christmas, your 
Hospitality Team will be pursuing 
other events to keep us all connected 
at St Thomas.  Watch for items in the 
Bulletin.  One thought is to host a 
Zoom tea party/ wine cheese par-
ty/  hot chocolate cookie party some 
afternoon.  The subject would be AN-
TIQUES.  Everyone is invited.  Stay 
tuned! 

Wanda, Sherrill, Lori, Tracy, Erin.   

Upcoming Services 

JANUARY 2 - Epiphany: Magi / Pilgrims 

on the Road 

Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12 

Music: Kari Orosz, Youth Choir, Orchestra 

 

JANUARY 9 - Beloved: “Baptism of Jesus” 

Scripture: Luke 3:15-17 

Music: Kari Orosz, Strummers 

 

JANUARY 16 - Turning Water Into Wine: 

“Abundant Love” 

Scripture: John 2:1-11 

Music: Kari Orosz, Quartet 

 

JANUARY 23 - “Spirited Voice” 

Scripture: Luke 4:14-21 

Music: Kari Orosz, Adult Choir 

 

FEBRUARY 6 - “Called Into Mis-

sion” (Movie Series: Just Mercy) 

Scripture: Luke 5:1-11 

Music: Kari Orosz, Strummers, Adult 

Choir 

 

FEBRUARY 13 - Movie Series: Judas and 

the Black Messiah 

Scripture: TBA 

Music: Kari Orosz, Strummers, Orchestra, 

Youth Choir 

 

FEBRUARY 20 - Movie Series: Hidden 

Figures 

Scripture: TBA 

Music: Kari Orosz, Children’s Choir, Adult 

Choir 

 

FEBRUARY 27 - Transfiguration: Holy 

Mystery 

Scripture: Luke 9:28-36 

Music: Kari Orosz, Orchestra 

2022 UCC Calendars 

The 2022 UCC calendars are still 
available at $7.00 each. Please       
contact the office to arrange           
purchase, pick up or delivery. 
office@stthomasunited.ca, or           
403 241-0366. 
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Three Wise Women Maureen Dodd, Ruthann Watson, and Wanda Veer 

This life is the only journey we’ll make unless mainstream 
Christianity adopts the concept of reincarnation.  I’m easi-
ly bored so the possibility of spending eternity singing in a 
choir isn’t appealing. I do like the idea of suddenly appear-
ing, scaring the bejeebers out of someone (like a couple of 
federal and provincial politicians who shall remain name-
less) and intoning, “This is what you’re going to do.”  

Life has a way of bookending. The same wisdom works 
equally well for young adults as for those of us who are 
“youthful.”  We should all strive to be the stars of our own 
life movies, even little indie productions that few others 
will see. Well-meant advice is just that. Parents, career 
counsellors, and cosmetic sales associates don’t always 
know best. Nor do your adult children. No experience 
which gives you opportunity to learn the stories of your 
fellow earthly travellers is ever wasted if you learn from it. 
That includes degrees from non-professional faculties, low 
level jobs, and doomed romantic encounters. Keep in 
mind that these learnings may not be apparent for months 
or decades.  

Develop a skill (or investment portfolio) that will keep 
body and soul together and then follow your interests. 
There are other people out there who share them, wheth-
er it’s water lily propagation, iguana mating habits, or pre-
Columbian table settings.  

Equating approval with love and respect is dangerous to 
your mental health and general well-being.  

Time spent finding a doctor, dentist, or hair stylist that you 
trust is never wasted. Especially the stylist.  

Eat a variety of colours: raisin pie, cherry pie, pumpkin 
pie… Banana cream pie is an excellent source of calcium. 

Appreciate interactions with interesting people. Glean 
what wisdom you can, even if you’d never live or vote the 
same way.   

Most importantly, gratitude makes the potholes and blis-
ters easier to bear and makes the sunshine brighter.  

Ruthann Watson 

 

 

 

 

Hopefully 2022 will be a year of journeys, and possibly, the 
odd Epiphany. Maybe this is the year I will finally learn to 
pack light and leave baggage at home.  

No matter how well you think you’ve planned for a jour-
ney, there’s always a hiccup. Your university course is can-
celled. So you have to change your major. You decide not 
to have any kids. Then the tequila comes out. You buy 
your first house. Then you get transferred to another 
country. The children you weren’t going to have, promise 
you they will walk a dog and clean up after it EVERY DAY. 
Your favourite food group is bread, cake, and Ruthann’s 
banana cream pie (for the calcium), and then suddenly 
you can’t eat any of that anymore.  

Most hiccups give us new experiences and opportunities. 
Even a cancelled flight might get you a night in a hotel, a 
meal, and a free toothbrush. An extra day off work, if 
you’re lucky. And a chance to be grateful that you’re not 
the beleaguered airline employee who has to listen to oh 
so many outraged voices. 

Just as the Magi’s journey led them 
not to a royal palace, but to a stable 
with a baby, may we all appreciate 
the wonder of unexpected and ran-
dom journeys in this new year.  

Maureen Dodd 

 
 

Epiphany.  A moment of sudden insight or understanding. 
As we prepared for our Three Wise Women skit on Jan 2, 
2022, we tried to envision the thoughts of the Three Wise 
Men as they trekked along the path of the star searching 
for ... well, what exactly, they didn’t know. Reminiscent of 
your life??? Each of us would like an epiphany as we 
search the malls for just the right gift. Or an epiphany 
when it comes to investments, fashion, purchases, advice. 
I suspect that we often find the epiphany, but quickly dis-
card the idea. What? Not purchase that exotic jewellery? 
Why not? So it’s a little pricey? Our creative brains are 
overactive at this time of year. Remembering, planning, 
organizing. I think back to whether or not my life was di-
rected by an epiphany. How often I have thought of the 
“road not taken,” and wonder, just wonder, what that 
might have been like. But on this life journey, here’s some 
things I know for sure: There is a God. Family and Friends 
make life worthwhile, love them or hate them. Every day 

Journey Thoughts 
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has some happiness and often some sadness. Look for 
the little things to bring you joy. Money doesn’t buy hap-
piness, but being without it is NO fun. Find a passion... or 
two... or three, and immerse yourself. Read. Sing. Dance. 
Watch for angels and signs of the Divine. Care for your-
self. Love others. And Laugh at yourself. And, enjoy the 
mini epiphanies. Often those quick decisions of meeting 
someone, or a dinner out, or a trip, or a phone call, are 
OH so satisfying. Most of us won’t be written up in the 
journals of today. People won’t remember our names 
2000 years from now. That does not make us less im-
portant. We helped create a climate for those who will 
be remem-
bered. Like the 
Wise Men. And 
the Shepherds.  

Merry Christ-
mas everyone. 
From Wanda, 
and Stan, and 
the whole Veer 
clan.  

Wanda Veer 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the congrega-
tional survey in October.  The search team appreciates the 
input provided.  We are working hard on completing the 
St. Thomas Community profile which will include the infor-
mation provided.  A summary of the survey results can be 
found on the St Thomas website, under the About Us tab. 
If you have any questions regarding the search team’s 
work, please feel free to contact me (Elaine Taylor-Kerr) or 
any other member of the team at 
search@stthomasunited.ca.   

St. Thomas United Church Search Committee 

 

2021 Congregational Survey 

Search Committee Update  

With Rev. Justin’s resignation from St. Thomas, the needs 
of the congregation must be re-assessed.  A committee 
was formed in September to work through the process.  
Committee members are Fiona Craig, Nonie Johnston, 
Jeff McLean, Bernice Praymak, Theresa Smith, Andrea 
Sonpal, and Elaine Taylor-Kerr.   Rev. Doug Powell was 
assigned by Chinook Region to walk with us through this 
process.   

The first step is to create a community profile.  Existing 
information such as previous JNAC reports, information 
on our website and information presented to the congre-
gation by the planning team back in 2019 plus infor-
mation obtained through interviewing staff members, 
interviewing committees and the congregational survey 
is all being used in completing the profile.  The profile 
information is in the St. Thomas Handbook that can be 
found on the St. Thomas website in the drop-down menu 
under the About Us Tab.  

We have completed job descriptions to address our 
staffing needs.  We have proposed the sharing of a minis-
ter with Foothills United Church.  This would build on the 
collaboration we had with them during Covid.  They re-
quire a half time minister.  Our ministry team would be-
come Rev. Tracy plus the other half of the minister’s 
time.  This allows us room in the budget to hire for other 
targeted areas of ministry.  The area we are proposing 
are Children and Family Ministry and Communications/ 
Marketing.  This proposal was approved by St. Thomas 
Executive Council at the Dec 14, 2021 meeting.  Foothills 
Executive Council also needs to approve the job descrip-
tion for the shared minister.  They also approved the job 
description at their Dec 14, 2021 meeting.   

Now that both Executive Councils have approved the 
shared minister job description, a memorandum of un-
derstanding needs to be created that lays out the terms 
of agreement between the two congregations and ad-
dresses how communication will flow, how the success of 
the relationship will be assessed and how conflicts will be 
resolved.  Once it is complete, the community profile, job 
descriptions and memorandum of understanding will be 
presented for approval at a congregational meeting.  This 
is expected to occur sometime early in the new year. 

If you have any questions or wish to provide any feed-
back to the team, please contact any of us. 

Respectfully submitted by Elaine Taylor-Kerr 

https://stthomasunited.ca/st-thomas-church-bylaws/
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Once upon a time, not that long ago, in summer of 2020 
when the world was coming to grips with the restrictions 
of Covid-19, the Hospitality team received a CHRISTMAS 
IDEA.  “Why don’t we prepare and deliver Christmas bags 
to every household of St. Thomas?”  said Todd Robertson.   
Well, the Hospitality Team, consisting of John Burgess, 
Sherrill Knight, Rev Justin McNeill, Rev. Tracy Robertson, 
Wanda Veer, and Lori Weller, thought that YES, indeed, a 
CHRISTMAS BAG was a good IDEA.   

Now, sometimes, GOOD IDEAS take on a life of their own, 
and this was certainly the case here.   But, being that it 
was summer, and we couldn’t really see ourselves over-
burdened in the autumn, we gleefully started planning.  
But, before we could deliver to each household, we had to 
have correct information about who was where, and who 
was still part of St. Thomas?  This became a massive job 
involving several committees, the office staff, and count-
less hours by Sherrill Knight.  With this new contact list in 
hand, we filled the Christmas bags, found volunteer deliv-
ery folks, and set out to deliver to every St. Thomas house-
hold.  A very fun, positive experience for everyone. 

Fast forward to summer 2021.  GASP!  We added Erin 
MacLean-Berko to our Hospitality Team, and bid farewell 
to Rev. Justin McNeill and John Burgess.  Covid, that das-
tardly virus, was still with us and causing great angst in 
September.  We discussed Christmas bags yet again.  We 
formed a partnership with Pastoral Care to produce the 
ST .THOMAS CHRISTMAS BAGS.  This might have been a 
mistake, because Pastoral Care was full of great ideas.  
Knitted decorations, cookies, candies, etc., etc.  We all fe-
verishly did what we could.  Knitting, crocheting, baking, 
folding, shopping, searching for ideas.  We asked the bak-
ers to make 60 cookies, bag 6 per ziplock bag, with the 
recipe attached.  For 280 bags.  Few people contacted me.  
I started having Tracy beg for bakers, and eventually got a 
list of about 15 bakers, leaving us 13 short.  Sigh!  I do like 
baking but making 780 extra cookies seemed overwhelm-
ing.  Then it happened!  Just like a Christmas story!  I 
checked the freezer in the kitchen on November 29 and 
there were 180 cookies.  The deadline was November 30, 
and I knew more were arriving then.   

An energetic group of us gathered on December 2 to “fill 
the bags.”  We brought down the cookies from the freez-
er.  I didn’t want to count them for fear of being short, so I 
decided to just proceed on “faith”.  If there weren’t 
enough, well, we’d bake or buy some.  I now know for sure 
that YES THERE IS A GOD, AND HE/SHE WAS OUR CHRIST-

MAS BAG ASSISTANT THAT DAY.  We ended up with 6 ex-
tra bags of cookies.  A sure sign of Loaves and Fishes. 

Producing these bags was a HUGE effort by our congrega-
tion.  Just for fun, I am going to list all those who I know 
contributed: 

Shopper for bags and candy:  Lori Weller 

Tea Bag Idea Person:  Elaine Gray 

Tea Bag Paper Scorer:  David Gray 

Tea Bag Assemblers:  Elaine Gray, June Powell, Sherrill 
Knight, John Knight, John Burgess, Lori Weller, Wanda 
Veer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Tree Story:  Marj Aucoin 

The Juggler Story:  Wanda Veer 

Christmas Puzzle:  Tricia Veer 

Postcard and Information:  Rev. Tracy Robertson 

Decoration Knitters and Crocheters:  Sandra Burgess, Di-
ane Latter, Jan Mingo, Elaine Gray, Elaine Taylor-Kerr, 
Richard Taylor-Kerr, Lyn Tonkin, Lynn Tait, Jo-Anne Hyatt, 
Bernice Praymak, Daryl Fenty.  
 

Christmas Bag Assemblers:  Marj Aucoin, Sherrill Knight, 
John Knight, John Burgess, Elaine Gray, Linda Miller, June  

Powell, Kelcie Perih, Lori Weller, Wanda Veer. 

THE LEGEND OF THE ST THOMAS CHRISTMAS BAGS by Wanda Veer 

Elaine Gray and June Powell 

Masks off 
for photo: 

Marj 
Aucoin, 

Wnda 
Veer, Linda 

Miller, 
John               

Burgess 



 

 

Delivery Elves:  Leo & Marj Aucoin, Bob & Norma Bar-
radell, Al & Joan Brooks, John Burgess, Keith & Jan Camp-
bell, Ron & Diane French, Dennis & Maggie Gidley, David 
& Elaine Gray, Rick & Sheila Humphrey, Loree Irving, Ka-
ren Kavanagh, John & Sherrill Knight, John & Diane Latter, 
Erin MacLean-Berko, Andrew Major, Doug & Cathy Olson, 
Myrna Malanik, Linda Miller, Barry & Jan Mingo, Betty 
Ann Murray, Murray & Barbara Lees, June Powell, Tracy 
Robertson, Tim & Louise Scott, Brian & Lois Shewan, Rich-
ard & Mary Jane Sillito, 
Cam Six & Ruthann 
Watson, Theresa & 
Amy Smith, Elaine & 
Richard Taylor-Kerr, 
Betty Thompson, Curtis 
& Chloe Veer, Wanda & 
Sasha Veer, Dick & 
Heather Worton. 
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Joanne Pennington                    Lillian Pretty                           Gloria Moffat                Karen Ruzicki       Nadine Penalagen & daughter 

       David & Shelley Blackadar,                Shirley McGregor 
Elves: Maggie & Dennis Gidley 

Back: Kelcie, Perih, Joh Knight, Marj Aucoin, Wanda Veer, Elaine Gray,     
June Powell, John Burgess, Front: Linda Miller, Sherrill Knight 

Sheila Campbell                   Kristin Raugust  
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Other Recipes:  Elaine Gray, Sandra Bur-
gess, Jane Wittstock, Marj Aucoin, Wanda 
Veer. 

And the Cookie Bakers:  Vernice Franklin, 
Stella Pickles, Kathleen Power,  Cathy Ol-
son, Marj Aucoin, Betty Thompson, Jan 
Mingo, Diane Latter, Sherrill Knight, Lori 
Weller, Wanda Veer, June Powell, Elaine 
Gray, Beth Phillips, Barbara & Murray 

Lees, Sandra Burgess, Jane Wittstock, and many, many more.  I apolo-
gize if I’ve missed  including your names. 

JANE WITTSTOCK.  Who gathered everything together, changed things 
at the last minute, added, subtracted, found addresses, dug out colored 
sheets, made copies, and so on.   

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM HOSPITALITY AND PASTORAL CARE.  This col-
laboration was a great success.  Thank you everyone. 

Thank Yous 

“Thank you for the thoughtful Christmas gift bag. It was greatly ap-

preciated knowing one is still considered a member of such a caring group. 

Every item gave such warmth when holding it. 

During this season we celebrate: Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy,  may all four 

continue to fill your lives in every way this Christmas season and beyond. 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas. 

Yours truly, Annabelle Dick” 
 

“Cheryl brought by our Christmas bag, and I want to thank you and Pas-

toral Care for the wonderful job you guys have done with this pro-

ject!  What an awful lot of work!  And such a delightful result! So please 

pass on our thanks to all the helpers with this project.   

Best, Elizabeth” 
 

“Judy and I want to thank all the people and committees who were in-

volved in creating and delivering the Christmas “bags” to congregational 

members.  It is nice to be remembered!!  The little knitted bell is now on 

our tree, the recipes are in our cooking binder, we loved the Fulghum sto-

ry/sermon, the “gummies” were yummy,  and yes, the cookies were deli-

cious.  

Merry Christmas, Bud and Judy” 

John & Lynn McCrae 

Garfield Day                                                         Grace Murdoch                           Marian Luft                                          Marion Gromek 



 

 

The Bear and the Wild Rose - New four-part online 
series 

COMING FEBRUARY 2022 
6, 13, 20, & 27 February 2022 / 2:30 PM 
Online at calgaryphil.com 

A free, four-part online series exploring themes of Love, 
Home, Magic, and Resilience. This collaboration be-
tween much-loved Canadian musician and humanitari-
an Tom Jackson and the Calgary Philharmonic Orches-
tra aims to uplift communities everywhere through mu-
sic, storytelling, dance, and visual art. The series premi-
eres four new works by Indigenous composers Cris 
Derksen, Jessica McMann, Sonny-Ray Day Rider, and J. 
Alex Young. 

Tom Jackson is the artistic guide and storyteller for this 
series, and contributes eight original songs. A new epi-
sode will be released online every Sunday afternoon in 
February — each episode features the orchestra per-
forming a new work, stories and songs by Jackson, and 
artwork by Rita Wildschut. The episodes will remain 
available for viewing online following each premiere. 

Registration is not required. 

Jesuit Forum Dialogue Groups 

The Jesuit Forum has been hosting virtual dialogue cir-
cles where we have been exploring Indigenous 
worldviews, the history of colonization as well as ways 
to move forward with righting relationships, decoloni-
zation, and re-indigenization.  

We would like to invite you to join us for our upcom-
ing winter sessions where we will once again be cover-
ing three sessions over the course of 3 months starting 
January 19, 2022.  

Dialogue Groups: 

Each group of 5-8 participants - led by one facilitator, 
will meet three times for 2 hours in length. 

We will meet virtually on Jan. 19, Feb. 16 and March 
16 from 5:00-7:00 pm(3:00 - 5:00 pm Mountain time), 
during these times we will go through the following 
sessions: 

 January 19: Session 4 (Languages of the land) 

 February 16: Session 2 (A Tale of Two Communities) 
and 

 March 16:  Session 9 (Beyond Apologies) 

To learn more or to register: http://tiny.cc/LTIVcircles 

“I’m sending in this note to our office hoping that it will 

reach the right people. As a new member of this church I 

knew it was going to be fun simply because of choir with 

Pam and Orchestra/band with Dick but I had no idea just 

how friendly and kind the average membership is at St. 

Thomas. Just two days ago I happily received a gift bag 

of Christmas fun delivered to my door by one of our mem-

bers. And certainly i have also enjoyed watching all the 

hard work other members have put in as the sanctuary 

received its tapestries and decorations. During a pandemic 

and all the craziness that it brings, this is a wonderful 

breath of fresh air. 

Your friend, Art” 

 

“What a lovely gesture, making up the Xmas bags & deliv-

ering them! I so appreciate it!  

Thank you … all you thoughtful people who took time to 

bake, fill bags, type out recipes, etc..  

Have a safe & happy Xmas! Shirley MacGregor” 

 

“Abe and I thank you very much for the Christmas Gift 

of chocolate cookies and the beautiful knit white Christ-

mas ornament, and all the wonderful interesting enclo-

sures.. 

Best Wishes, Grace Murdoch, Abe Bergen” 

 

Wow: Jan dropped off my bag this morning—what can I 

say, it has made my month. I couldn’t wait to go to the 

next thing. I’m passing on the written things. I was like 

a kid in a candy store. Thank you so much, the folks of St. 

Thomas. You have been a bright light in my struggles the 

last while. Thanks also to Richard, he is my delivery man.  

All the Best, Bev Smith 

 

“Thank you for the lovely gift bag which was so cheerfully 

delivered by Dennis and Maggie Gidley! The readings were 

so meaningful; the recipes; the gingerbread cookies; the 

Christmas ornament; and a tea bag to make a cup and sit 

and contemplate, and to be so thankful for such loving 

kindness!  

Blessing to you all. Lillian Pretty” 

 

Thank you very much for the Christmas bell. I placed it 

on my door wreath. Thank you too for the lovely cookies; 

they were very good.   

Happy New Year!  

Sincerely Yours, Sandra Garner 

Paths to Reconciliation: Elaine Gray 
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https://calgaryphil.com/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/x/listening-to-indigenous-voices-dialogue-circles-tickets-220648384257


 

 

Primetimers:  Jan & Keith Campbell 

Happy New Year to everyone at St. Thomas United Church. 

We hope that you somehow managed to enjoy a peaceful, 
yet memorable Christmas with family and/or friends. 
These have been really trying times. All we are able to do 
is listen to the medical specialists, get our vaccines, and 
practise being safe in company. 

The meals, the presents, the music, all add so much to the 
Christmas season. But all we really need is people, those 
close to us, who know and love us unconditionally. So, if 
you somehow managed to spend time with family or 
friends, that’s wonderful. Hold onto those memories as we 
go forth! 

We have continued to send out our emails every two 
weeks. This has hopefully kept all Primetimers feeling con-
nected and happy. We do hear back from them, as they 
share what is going on in their lives( connection).   

On Tuesday December 7, 2021,  49 of our Primetimers 
gathered (following all social- distancing rules) at the Win-
ston Golf Club dining room for our Annual (with a few in-
terruptions!) Christmas Luncheon.  

Thank you to those Strummers, (guided by Ron French)-
John and Sandra Burgess, John Robertson, Pam Bazinet, 
George Ziroff, Ted Glenn, Terry Brotherston, ------------- 
and, including the newbie, Keith Campbell, for sharing 
their musical talents.  

“We may be apart but we are together at heart”. 

Campbell.janice.a@gmail.com 

Take care, keep smiling, and be safe. We miss you all. 
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Stories for the Heart                
What is our role?  At its simplest, it is caring for one 
another.  Just as Jesus modelled compassion, the Pas-
toral Care team responds in a practical and caring way 
to the emotional and spiritual needs of the congrega-
tion of St. Thomas.   
 

1. Several years ago I was at the bedside of my then  
40-year-old nephew whose body was ravaged from 
complications of psoriasis.  His Mom, my sister, was 
bathing him.  It was a touching yet heart-wrenching 
scene.  Touching because she was caring for him like 
her baby of long ago.  Heart-wrenching because he 
was not “in charge.”  Sadly he passed away two 
years later. There are times when life does not go as 
we want and all we can do is trust that we will have 
support.  We all need to be embraced with love and 
compassion – a call, a visit, a card, a casserole – they 
all embrace. Pastoral care does that. 

2. All who have endured a painful situation know how 
consoling it is to have someone there beside you. 
We all underestimate the value of “just being there” 
– I should do something.  Shouldn’t I bring some-
thing?  Shouldn’t I say something?  What is the right 
thing to say or do?  Is it enough to just sit here? Can 
I make him feel better?    She wept uncontrollably 
while the whole congregation filed by, watching. 
The ministers were with her, saying nothing, just 
hugging her. No one could help by doing something 
– it was one of her greatest treasures and she had 
to deal with this alone.  But oh, the outpouring – if 
you ever need to talk, would you like a casserole?  
She was overwhelmed with the caring, and she got 
through the crisis, never telling anyone at church 
what was wrong.  The congregation never knew 
how much they helped this family but they were 
there as sure as if they’d lived the trauma with her.  
You know, sometimes words do help.  More often 
just being there is the most comforting. That’s Pas-
toral Care. 

3. Tears welled up then overflowed with emotion.  He 
was so happy to see his church friend visit him this 
week – he was so lonely.  Everyday someone comes 
to our table of life.  Someone homebound or unable 
to care for themselves.  They may want the gift of 
our time – a visit, a chat, a home-cooked meal or - 
something as simple as a smile.  That’s Pastoral 
Care. 

4. Have you ever been the new kid on the block?  Felt 

Pastoral Care at St. Thomas: Marj Aucoin out of place?  Just wanted to belong?  Every time our 
front door opens, we are inviting in an opportunity to 
welcome, be inclusive, to share ourselves.  That’s why 
we have Pastoral Care.  It behooves us all to open our 
own doors to share the joys and sorrows of each family.  
Life is short. Inspiring the hearts of those who travel the 
way with us is pastoral care.   

5. Join us as we celebrate a new baby born, woohoo! It’s a 
new grandbaby for one of our St. Thomas family. This is 
the happiest kind of news and this, too, is Pastoral Care.  

 

We care about your journey, so important especially in this 
never-ending pandemic.  You are welcome here. How are 
you today? 
 

Marj Aucoin, chair, pastoral-care@stthomasunited.ca  or 
marj123@shaw.ca Betty Thompson, Jan Mingo, Diane 
Latter, Cathy Olson, Heather Worton, Beth Phillips 

mailto:To%20everyone%20in%20our%20St.%20Thomas%20United%20Church%20family,%20a%20big%20hello%20from%20the%20Primetimers!%20%20It%20did,%20for%20a%20brief%20moment,%20appear%20that%20we%20were%20going%20to,%20once%20again,%20be%20altogether%20at%20our%20church
mailto:pastoral-care@stthomasunited.ca
mailto:marj123@shaw.ca


 

 

Junior Youth Group  

Junior Youth Group is for Children in grades 4, 5, & 6.  We 
will continue to offer monthly virtual Junior Youth Group 
events this winter and hope to offer some in person ones 
as well.         
 

Virtual Junior Youth group will occur at 6:30 pm one Friday 
evening per month. The next meetings are scheduled for 
January 14, February 11 and March 11.  The children who 
have attended have really enjoyed the opportunity to chat 
and catch up with each other.  They will play some games 
as well.  Zoom is being used to facilitate the call.   
 

Dates for in-person Junior Youth meetings are yet to be 
determined. 
 

If you know of a child in this age range who would be in-
terested in joining in and they aren’t already on the email 
distribution list, please email junior-

youth@stthomasunited.ca to be added to the list.    
 
Youth Group (grades 7 - 12) 
Happy New Year! The Youth Leaders of St. Thomas and 
Symons Valley are excited to invite you to Youth Group! 
Youth Group is for everyone who is in grades 7-12. Typical-
ly, we meet on Friday evenings or Sunday afternoon for 
our social event and at the services on Sunday morning. 
The Youth Leaders will send out an email every Monday to 
let you know what activities will be taking place that week. 
Our social events typically last two hours and include ac-
tivities such as charades, crafts, and movie nights.  

Sunday mornings are focused on faith discussions, learn-
ing more about various scriptures, or exploring social jus-
tice issues. Friends are always welcome to come 
to Friday activities and Sunday mornings. A Zoom link is 
available at events if you would like to join us virtually! If 
you are interested in joining us and aren’t currently receiv-
ing our weekly emails, please reach out and send us an 
email at youth@stthomasunited.ca or call the church 
office to be added to our mail-out list! 

Last year, we had Indigenous Elder Pablo share his 
knowledge with us, played ‘Minute to Win’ It, sang carols 
at the ‘Cocoa and Carols’ event at Symons Valley, and 
made our own Christmas ornaments. During Sunday 
mornings we talked about mental health, the importance 
of remembrance, and traditions during Christmas. Here 
are the events we currently have planned for January and 

February. Please remember that this schedule is subject to 
change on short notice due to pandemic circumstances. 

 JANUARY 

January 7: Paint Night- This one is for our artists! Follow 
along with a paint tutorial (or your imagination) and cre-
ate a great piece to take home.   

January 16: Outdoor Fun- Dependant on weather, we will 
head out to the skating rink or sledding hill. Stay tuned to 
your weekly email to find out the details!  

January 21: Naked Faith – Naked Faith is a contemporary 
worship service aimed at Youth and Young Adults, but 
everyone is welcome to attend! News about the format of 
January’s Naked Faith has not yet been released, so please 
get in touch with the youth leaders for more info about 
this event.  

January 28: Movie Night- Join us for a fun movie night as 
we tune into a youth-voted film.  
 

FEBURARY  

Stay tuned for our February events!  

 

FAREWELL HEATHER: Youth Group Leader Resignation 

After 6 and a half years as a youth leader, Heather has de-
cided it is time for her to resign as youth leader effective 
December 31, 2021.  We are sorry to lose Heather’s lead-
ership but respect her decision to pursue other interests. 

As a thank you, our youth and youth community have put 
together a tribute.  
 

Youth Advisory Committee  

Heather grew up in the St. Thomas congregation and will 
continue to be a part of the congregation.  She attended 
Sunday school, was confirmed, sang in the children’s and 
youth choirs, and was an active member of the youth 
group as a teen.  After graduating high school, Heather 
volunteered as a Junior Youth group leader for a year be-
fore joining the youth leader team in the fall of 2015.  
Heather’s leadership skills have grown over the years and 
she is comfortable stepping in to take the lead when nec-
essary.  She is well respected by her teammates and by 
the youth.  The youth group will miss Heather’s warm, 
welcoming style and her many excellent ideas that have 
made the youth program successful.  We wish Heather all 
the best.  

 

Youth of St. Thomas 
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Rev. Tracy: Blessing for Heather Robertson 

As we wish you well in all you do, we are reminded that 
you are not leaving this church family 

Hallelujah! 

Thank you for all you’ve done for this church and the 
youth in your care, 

thank you for blessing us. 

Your love for the youth has been a spiritual gift, 

your strong leadership and passion have been a role 
model to us all. 

Thank you for being a light to so many here at St. Thomas, 

and may your light continue be a blessing to others. 

May you feel that same light reflected back to you through 
the love of this congregation, 

as you have inspired all of us with your gifts and skills. 

May you feel God’s arms folded around you, 

blessing you in all you do. 

And may God’s presence continue to be your guide. 

Amen! 

Isaac 

Heather,  

Thank you for all you have done for me and this communi-
ty through the years. You were there for just about my 
entire youth journey and now are starting me off with be-
ing a leader myself, and for that I am grateful. Although it 
is very sad to see you go, I wish you the best of luck in 
whatever you choose to do and know you will do great. 
Thank you again for all your contributions.  

Jacqueline 

Thank you for over six years of youth leading! You have 
touched so many hearts and young journeys in your time 
here. You’ve also taught many leaders how to lead (like 
me!) and many youth how to believe in themselves. You 
will be extremely missed! I hope, as a Youth Leader, to  
carry your legacy of love, fun, respect, laughter, and belief.   

Hilda 

Helpful 

Encouraging 

Admirable 

Trustworthy  

Hardworking 

Empathetic 

Resilient  

Sydney 

Heather is such a kind and caring person who can always 
make your day better. She’s been a part of the youth team 
at St. Thomas for quite a while and I know that she’s made 
a positive impact on everyone that she has met over the 
past couple of years. We all wish her so much luck in any 
future plans that she has and she will be greatly missed. 

All the best, Sydney 

Caleb 

Thank you for all the games and activities you have made 
and played with the youth group. Thank you for always 
making youth group a safe and fun environment. Thank 
you for all the advice and wisdom that you have given me 
and the other youth. Thank you for all the fun times and 
laughs that you have given the youth. I, as well as the 
youth, will miss you so much but we will also be happy for 
your moving on to the next chapter of your amazing life. 
Caleb says goodbye! PS Please visit if you get the chance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELLO ISAAC: New Youth Leader 
We are pleased to welcome Isaac Reimer to our youth 
leader team.  Isaac attended the St. Thomas youth group 
as a teen.  He was a valued member of the Calgary City 
Wide Regional Youth Council where he developed leader-
ship skills through being part of a team that planned the 
annual city wide youth Christmas Retreat, annual camp 
and monthly Naked Faith social activities.  Please join us in 
welcoming Isaac to the team!  

 

Heather Robertson and friends 



 

 

Book Club will be on Zoom again this year, the second 
Wednesday of each month, at 6:30 pm.  

Everyone welcome! If you are not already on our list, to 
be included in the Zoom invitation, please email Rachel  
at rachelmurray@shaw.ca. 
 

Upcoming books are: 
January:    ‘The Socrates Express’ , by Eric Weiner 
February: ´Languages of Truth’ , by Salmon Rushdie 
March:  ‘A Gentleman in Moscow’ , by Amor Towles 
April:      ‘The No 1 Ladies' Detective Agency’ by Alexan-

der McCalk Smith 
May:  ‘Hamnet and Judith’ , by Maggie O'Farrell 
June:   Vote for next year's books! 

STUC Book Club: Rachel Murray 

Thank you to all who have purchased Grocery Gift Cards 
throughout 2021!  We have fundraised a whopping 
$7,000  this year.  There were $99,000 worth of grocery 
gift cards purchased.in 2021. Every purchase helps, no 
matter how small. We have gifts cards available in $50’s 
and $100’s for Safeway/Sobeys, Co-op and Superstore. 
Payment is by e-transfer or cheque (payable to St Thom-
as United Church). Please send an e-mail to fund-
raising@stthomasunited.ca to order your 
cards and we will arrange pickup/delivery. 
Thank you for your continued support. 

AM Fitness Classes 
The dedicated exercisers have continued 
to meet three times a week to keep fit via Zoom classes 
led by Barb Robertson who puts us through our paces.  
We have a great workout and a great chat everytime.  
Barb continues to tell us jokes to distract us through the 
repetitions!  

Our last class of 2021 will be in the week of December 
20.  We will resume classes on Wednesday, January 5, 
2022. Please consider joining us in the new year. 

To all of you from all of us, a Very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 

Pamela Bazinet 

Monthly fees are $35. Daily drop-in fees are $5. 

For further information please contact Barb Robertson at 
barbrob@telus.net or Pam Bazinet at                                  
pmbazinet@shaw.ca . 

Grocery Gift Card: Richard Taylor-Kerr 
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Calgary Queer Church 

The next worship services will take place                               
January 2, 16, and 30 at 7:30pm. Please                                         
check out the CQC website (link below)                                          
for details and updates.  

Calgary Queer Church is a community of people who are 
passionate about leading a spiritual life. We are an inclu-
sive space where faith and identity can be reconciled. If 
it's your first time or you've come every time, you are wel-
come in the space and encouraged to check it out! Every-
one is welcome at Calgary Queer Church. You can find 
more information on their website at http://
www.calgaryqueerchurch.com/ or on Facebook by search-
ing Calgary Queer Church. 
 

Naked Faith 

Join us Friday, January 21 and Friday, February 18 at 
7pm. Naked Faith is an alternative worship experience 
aimed at youth and young adults but open to all. As pan-
demic circumstances change, the possibility of in-person 
worship remains. Please contact the youth leaders for up-
dates. 
 

Dirty Theology 

The next meeting is January 2. Please check the website 
for details.  

Dirty Theology is an initiative of St. Andrew's Regional 
Ministry and the YYC Campus Ministry. It is a space for 
young adults to build connections, get real and dig deep 
into the nitty gritty of what our faith means in our daily 
lives. We will do this by meeting typically on the 1st Sun-
day of every month to explore some of the racier stories 
of the bible - the ones that are most challenging, dirty and 
messy. What do these tell us about the nature of God, and 
what do they say about how we do relationships with one 
another, both bad and good? No wrong questions or an-
swers - let’s get dirty, dig in, and explore together. 

Check out more on their Facebook page at YYC Campus 
Ministry or their website http://
www.yyccampusministry.com/dirty-theology  

 

Young Adult Pub Night 

The next Young Adult Pub Night is Thursday, January 27! 

For more information, contact Brenda McKellar at 403-

850-7874 or contact the youth leaders for more infor-

mation.  

Calgary Regional Youth & Young Adult Ministry 

mailto:rachelmurray@shaw.ca
mailto:fundraising@stthomasunited.ca?subject=Gift%20Cards
mailto:fundraising@stthomasunited.ca?subject=Gift%20Cards
http://www.calgaryqueerchurch.com/
http://www.calgaryqueerchurch.com/
http://www.yyccampusministry.com/dirty-theology
http://www.yyccampusministry.com/dirty-theology
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Music: Elaine Taylor-Kerr  For further information go to http://stthomasunited.ca/stthomaschoir/index.html  

The musicians of St. Thomas are enjoying another year of 
making music.  All groups have returned to in person prac-
tices but with many safety protocols in place which includ-
ing masking and distancing.  For some groups, there is also 
the option of participating via zoom.  Since the protocols 
require a lot of space to distance, the groups will not be 
presenting their anthems live on Sunday mornings but will 
continue to record them to be played during services.  If 
Alberta Health Services implements a lock down again, we 
will return to online practices. 

Adult Choir 

“Ding dong! Merrily on high in heav’n the bells are ringing. 

Ding dong!  Verily the sky is riv’n with angel singing. 

Gloria, hosannah in the highest!” 

Thus wrote George Ratcliffe Woodward (1848-1934) to a 
16th century French tune.  The choir ended its cantata at 
Christmas with this joyous song.  We hope you all had a 
very Merry Christmas and wish you a very Happy New 
Year. 

Adult choir rehearsals will resume on Thursday, January 6, 
2022.  

New singers are always welcome whether you read music 
or not. Respectfully submitted by Pamela Bazinet 
(pmbazinet@shaw.ca)  

Strummers 

The Strummers have recorded all anthems into February 
and are working on music for the rest of the year.  They 
have resumed some outreach activities by performing at 
some senior’s residences.  It is great to be playing togeth-
er, but we are looking forward to a mask-free time. 

New members are always welcome.  If anyone is interest-
ed in joining, please contact: Ron French. ron-
difrench@telus.net 403-239-2136. 

 

Children’s Choir (K – grade 6) 

Oh the weather outside is frightful! But the children’s 
choir managed to get all their beautiful carols recorded 
out in the snow, just in time for Christmas!  They were 
troopers out in the cold, but we realize that our Calgary 
winters are not ideal for winter sing songs. So, starting on 
January 6th we will be offering a hybrid of online, small-
cohort indoor rehearsals, and combined sessions for re-
cording anthems.  
 

Depending on health restrictions, we will adapt as we go 
along in order to continue a safe (but fun!) program.  
 
Erin and Kari   erinmacberko@gmail.com  

Youth Choir (grade 6 – university age) 

The youth choir has been so happy to sing together, even 
though we are masked and socially distanced...and can’t 
have snacks.  We hope you enjoyed our virtual Christmas 
musical, Silent Night, The Birth of a Carol”.  

 Choir practices resume Wednesday, January 5, 7:00 pm, 
at St. Thomas.  New members are always welcome.   We 
will be working on recording our anthems for the next 
while.....and will hopefully sing in person at Sunday ser-
vices....soon. 

For further information, please contact: 

Barb barbrob@telus.net or Kloria   kloriawen@gmail.com 
 

Orchestra 

The orchestra is continuing in person rehearsals with ap-
propriate safety conditions.  Through the Fall we have 
been able to record music for services each month.   

We always welcome new members, so if you play a musi-
cal instrument and are looking for a relaxed and fun group 
to play with, the St. Thomas Orchestra is for you . All skill 
levels are welcome and music can be adapted to accom-
modate different skill levels. 

We practice on Monday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 pm at 
St. Thomas United Church. We play for Church services 
about once a month from Sept to May. 

Dick Worton dworton@telusplanet.net 
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100 Hawkwood Blvd NW                             

Calgary AB T3G 2S9 
403-241-0366                     

 
STAFF 

 

Minister:  
Rev. Tracy Robertson 

tracyrobert-
son@stthomasunited.ca 

 
Office Administrator:                     

Jane Wittstock 
office@stthomasunited.ca 
Office Hours: Mon -Thurs,  

9 am-3 pm 
 

Sunday School Coordinator: 
 
  

Nursery Coordinator: 
 
 

 Adult Choir: 
 Pam Bazinet  

Children’s Choir: 
Erin MacLean-Berko  

Youth Choir: 
  Barb Robertson  

Orchestra: 
Dick Worton  

Organist & Accompanist: 
Kari Orosz  

Youth Accompanist: 
  Kloria Wen   

         
Youth Leaders: 

Caitlin Hornbeck 
Jaqueline Verwaayen 

Isaac Reimer 
 

ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICES:  
10:00 am 

https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCvt-

BXFGvS5ATsSMot2xguQ 
 

Follow us on  
Facebook and Twitter 

 

St. Thomas Groups and Programs - Contacts 

Affirming Group, monthly meetings & events 
Help us support and grow affirming values at 
St. Thomas 
Evangeline Robertson,                                       
affirming@stthomasunited.ca 
  

AM Fitness, Mon, Wed, Fri am fitness class 
Barb Robertson at barbrob@telus.net or 
Pam Bazinet at pmbazinet@shaw.ca . 
 

Book Club, 2nd Wed eve 
www.stuconbooks.wordpress.com 
Rachel Murray, rachelmurray@shaw.ca 
  

Bridge Group, Mon, 1-3 pm 
Hal Tonkin, office@stthomasunited.ca 
  

Building & Property, team monthly 
meetings or hands on help 
Help us maintain our building and yard. 
David Blackadar, Chair                                                    
b-and-p@stthomasunited.ca 
  

Communications 
Digital Art Sub-team, sound Sub-team, social 
Media, advertising, IT 
Todd Robertson                                                              
communications@stthomasunited.ca 
 

Executive Council, monthly meetings 
Linda Bouchard, Chair 
executive-council@stthomasunited.ca 
 

Faith in Community Engagement, team 
monthly meetings 
Library, Sunday school, adult study group,  
faith-formation@stthomasunited.ca 
  

Finance Team 
Team member and weekly offering counter 
Greg Hyatt, finance@stthomasunited.ca 
  

Hospitality 
Sunday morning Ask Me Hosts & coffee and 
tea, newcomer contact/name tags, nursery, 
birthday celebrations, neighbourhood out-
reach 
Wanda Veer, hospitality@stthomasunited.ca 
  

Music Team, monthly meetings 
Elaine Taylor-Kerr, Chair                                                     
music-team@stthomasunited.ca 
· Adult Choir, Thurs, 7:15-9:30 pm 
     Pam Bazinet, pmbazinet@shaw.ca 
· Youth choir, Wed, 7-9 pm 
     Barb Robertson, barbrob@telus.net  
· Children’s choir, Thurs, 6 -7 pm  
     Erin MacLean-Berko 
     erinmacberko@gmail.com 

· Orchestra, Mon, 7:30-8:30 pm 
     Dick Worton, dworton@telusplanet.net 
· Strummers, Thurs, 6-7 pm 
     Ron French, rondifrench@telus.net 

 

Men of St. Thomas, monthly events 
Andrew Major, office@stthomsunited.ca 
 

Ministry & Personnel 
Personnel Requirements 
Maureen Dodd, Chair 
m-and-p@stthomasunited.ca 
  

Outreach  
Help support the greater community               

outside St. Thomas. 
Hope Cochran, Chair    
outreach@stthomasunited.ca 
  

Pastoral Care, team monthly meetings 
Help us be there for those of us in need. 
Marj Aucoin, Chair 
pastoralcare@stthomasunited.ca 
· Prayer Shawl Knitters, Wed, 1-3 pm 
Sandra Burgess 
· Quilting for Others, Thurs, 9 am—Noon 
Hope Cochran 
  

Paths to Reconciliation 
Elaine Gray  
paths-to-reconciliation@stthomasunited.ca 
  

Primetimers, monthly events for seniors 
Jan & Keith Campbell 
office@stthomasunited.ca 
 

Stewardship, sessional meetings 
Annual campaign 
Bob Nixon, Chair 
stewardship@stthomasunited.ca 
  

Worship Team, 2nd Mon, 1 pm 
Team  meetings, greeters, scripture readers, 
banners/decorations, communion server 
Cathy Rivard, Chair 
worship@stthomasunited.ca 
  

Youth Advisory Committee (YAC), monthly 
meetings 
Supports our youth and youth leaders  
Elaine Taylor-Kerr, Chair                                                  
youth-advisory@stthomasunited.ca 

· Youth Group (7-12 yrs), Fri, 5-10 pm  
     youth@stthomasunited.ca 
· Junior Youth Group (grades 4-6), 2nd Fri,  
7-10 pm  
    junior-youth@stthomasunited.ca 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvt-BXFGvS5ATsSMot2xguQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvt-BXFGvS5ATsSMot2xguQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvt-BXFGvS5ATsSMot2xguQ

