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Minister’s Message  
Happy December everyone! All I want for Christmas is…

• World Peace….no, really!

• A brain and body that only wants to eat healthy choices of foods

• My kids to be happy and healthy

• No violence amongst family members

• Hair that doesn’t tangle or get staticky

• Clear, safe roads

• Drivers that clear snow off their ENTIRE vehicle

• Getting along

• Re-learning to be social again

• The world to know how awesome St. Thomas is… no, really!

• The end to secrets

• An openness to help one another

• Living by the mantra: “Don’t be a meanie” (I’m tempted to use a more 
direct, yet harsh, word for ‘meanie’). Seriously, it amazes me at how 
hard this seems to be for our society.

• Protecting children and other vulnerable groups

• Haters to just stop

• Hope 

• The ability to love oneself

• Love

• The end to cutting corners

• Honest conversation without offence

mailto:pr@stthomasunited.ca
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From the Editor 

Christmas is hands down the 
busiest, most stressful season of 
the year, for me at least. Between 
planning, picking up, and 
distributing gifts to family and 
friends, getting a tree and 
decorating the house, preparing 
for guests, and planning meals 
and visits, all while the weather 
can turn for the worst at anytime, 
making travel through the city time 
consuming and unpleasant - I get 
tense just writing that (long) 
sentence.  

Church, for me, is a respite from 
that flurry of activity, if only for an 
hour. Even when getting there is a 
challenge, Sunday worship offers 
at least one hour to just sit and 
listen, to reset my priorities, and to 
discover a new wellspring of 
energy to tackle the to-do list. I 
hope you find church to be a 
similar salve to the soul. 

This month’s newsletter is jam 
packed with activities to which 
you’re invited to participate in our 
increasingly busy church, which is 
wonderful and exciting. Don’t let it 
overwhelm you though. Listen to 
that inner voice that tells you what 
you do and don’t have bandwidth 
for, and make sure you save time 
to reflect on and live out what the 
Advent season is supposed to be 
all about. 

As always, feedback and 
suggestions are always welcome 
at pr@stthomasunited.ca 

Dan MacDonald

Ministers’ Messages (cont.) 
• Curiosity vs. defensiveness

• Living out love for the environment

• Believing scientists

• Trust

• A house-trained puppy

• Spending time with family and friends

• Less judgment and more understanding

• The end to taking advantage of…

• Affordable electric cars

Rev. Tracy Robertson

Covenanting Service with 
Rev. Marion 
Soon after a minister is called to a congregation, a covenanting 
service is held.  The purpose of this service is for the minister and 
the congregation to pledge that they will work together to serve 
the needs and live out the mission of the community of Faith.  
Since Rev. Marion is joining Rev. Tracy as a ministry partner and 
considering our job sharing arrangement with Foothills United, 
this service will involve commitments between Rev. Marion and 
Rev. Tracy, between Rev. Marion and the St Thomas Congregation 
and between Rev. Marion and the Foothills congregation.  

The service will be held Dec 11 at 2:30 PM at St. Thomas United 
Church. Coffee and goodies will be served in the Mountain View 
Room following the service.  We encourage everyone to bring 
their own coffee mug.

We strongly encourage all members of St. Thomas and Foothills 
to attend.  The service will be live streamed for those unable to 
attend in person.

Elaine Taylor-Kerr

mailto:pr@stthomasunited.ca
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Please note that there will be no service on Sunday, December 25th. 

Worship at St. Thomas 
As we continue celebrating the season of Advent, December 
services will offer a variety of themes, messages, and music.

In the afternoon of December 4th, Foothills United and St. 
Thomas will jointly hold a Blue Christmas service. On 
December 11th our Children’s and Youth Choir will get together 
to present their Annual Christmas Musical and on the 24th you 
can expect a variety of services to suit families young and old.

Cathy Rivard

Gift Card Fundraiser 

Thank you for your continued 
support of the Grocery Gift Card 
fundraiser.    

Please consider buying Grocery Gift 
cards for the Christmas Adopt-a-
Family.  This is an easy way of 
supporting St. Thomas and families 
in need at the same time.   

We have gifts cards available in $50s 
and $100s for Safeway/Sobeys, Co-
op, and Superstore. Payment is by 
eTransfer or cheque (payable to St. 
Thomas United Church).  

Please email 
fundraising@stthomasunited.ca to 
order your cards and we will arrange 
pickup/delivery.  Thank you to all 
who have purchased gift cards. 
Every purchase helps, no matter how 
small.  

Richard Taylor-Kerr

Upcoming Services
December 4 - Advent 2 - Peace (Tracy) 
Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5 
Music: Kari Orosz, Adult Choir

December 4 - Blue Christmas - Hope and Light (Tracy and 
Marion) 
1:00pm at Foothills United Church 
Music: Strummers

December 11 - Advent 3 - Joy (Tracy) 
Scripture: Luke 1:47-55 
Music: Children’s and Youth Choir Musical

December 11 - Covenanting Service for Marion Martin 
2:30pm - St. Thomas United Church 

December 18 - Advent 4 - Love (Tracy) 
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25 
Music: Kari Orosz, Strummers

December 24 - Christmas Eve 
3:00 - Kids, Carols, and Chaos with the Strummers (Tracy)  
8:00 - Adult Choir Cantata (Tracy) 
10:00 - Candlelight and Communion (Tracy and Marion)

We hope you enjoy your Christmas Season with family and friends 
and look forward to seeing you on Sunday, January 1st (New Years 
Day) for Hot Seat Sunday.

mailto:fundraising@stthomasunited.ca
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Primetimers 
As I write this, I have again just shovelled our 
driveway: the first real snow event this year! I also 
have come to terms with the fact that I will be 
out there again, in due time!

Our afternoon (October 23, 2022) spent with the 
Calgary Wind Symphony was amazing. So many 
musically-talented individuals! Thanks again to 
Dick Worton.

Tuesday, November 8, the Primetimers all 
gathered in our STUC Narthex for “Coffee and a 
Chat.” At the same time, we held a Book 
Exchange (to totally prepare for the winter 
season, or Covid, or, whatever germ challenges 
come our way!). It was lovely to have Rev. Marion 
join us. Thank you to Margaret and George 
Ziroff, Loeta and Harold Black, Diane Brunka, 
and Barb and Murray Lees. Their treats were very 
much appreciated and devoured!

Jan and Keith Campbell

Communion Conundrum 
In the United Church of Canada, I have learned, that when it comes to how and when Communion is 
served there are some “must do’s” and other things that are left up to the congregation to decide. For 
instance, some churches offer communion as part of their worship services every month - something St. 
Thomas has done in the past - and other United churches only serve Communion on the High Holidays: 
Easter. Pentecost, Christmas Eve, etc. St. Thomas has also followed this schedule in the past. From the 
UCC’s perspective, as long as it suits the congregation, either is fine.

Having had some time away from in-person worship due to COVID, the Worship Team has been 
revisiting how and when we offer Communion at St. Thomas. The pandemic sparked us to take a real look 
at methods of safely sharing the elements of bread and juice, while also considering cost, waste/recycling, 
and how the Communion experience translates to our online viewers.

Over the next year, we are going to try a few different things with regards to the timing and scheduling of 
Communion, and methods of serving the elements, taking into account safe practices. We appreciate any 
suggestions or feedback you may have.

Cathy Rivard

Singing With Sylvia 
Saskatchewan singer-songwriter Sylvia Chave has 
been entertaining the young and young at heart for 
nearly 30 years, and soon she’ll be appearing at St. 
Thomas United Church!

Sylvia will do a 45 minute concert at St. Thomas on 
Sunday, January 22 at 3:00 - this is open to not only 
our church’s young families, but the wider 
community as well, including the nursery school 
that shares our space during the week.

There is no cost for this performance, to either 
attendees or to the church, but an optional 
donation to the Calgary Food food bank of non- 
perishable items would be very much appreciated!

Our Christmas Adopt-A-Family program  
is in full swing!  

Look for more information at the church on Sunday.
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Hospitality
The Hospitality Team continues to be busy at St. Thomas… 

Coffee
It is great to have regular coffee offered after the church services once again. Thanks to those who are 
helping out by making coffee or donating some goodies now and then. We can always use more helpers and 
there is a sign-up sheet on the cupboard door in the Narthex. 

Nursery Supervisors Needed
The St. Thomas community is eager to see more young families attend our worship services. As such, the 
Hospitality Committee is shifting the nursery supervisor role to a paid honorarium position - $15 per 
Sunday, 9:45 AM – 11:15 AM (or end of service). Youth under 18 should have either the “babysitting course” 
certificate or proof of babysitting experience.  Folks over the age of 18 will be required to produce a 
“vulnerable record check”. If you are interested, please contact erinmacberko@gmail.com or 403-710-0688.

Name Tags
There was a great response for name tags in September/October and the order for 26 was submitted. There 
continues to be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex if you would like to order one.

Birthday Sundays
Thanks to all volunteer bakers and servers for our birthday Sundays. December/January birthdays will be 
celebrated together in the New Year 2023!

Christmas Goodies 
On December 18th, there will be a carol sing-along after the service. Hospitality will serve hot chocolate & 
goodies. If you would like to share some of your Christmas baking to add to the festivities, please let me, 
Sherrill (403) 247-0314 know, or just bring them along on the 18th!

The Ask Me Host Team
Do you have a question about St. Thomas UC? Look for an Ask Me Host on Sunday mornings who will be 
happy to help you find the answer. A welcoming community needs everyone pitching in. If you see someone 
new, introduce yourself and give them a warm welcome. There are Welcome Bags for Newcomers in the 
Narthex which contain information about STUC and the United Church of Canada.  An Ask Me Host can 
help you find one.

The STUC Spotlight
The Hospitality Team hopes to produce another edition in the New Year.  Watch for it! 

Sherrill Knight

mailto:erinmacberko@gmail.com
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Photo Directory 
The 2022 photo directory is now in the production phase - 
portraits and registration information, along with staff photos 
and a collection of candids, have gone to our graphic designer to 
be assembled into the new book. 
Ahead lies a process of proofing and 
adjustments as we do our best to 
ensure all the information is accurate 
and the layout is pleasing. We expect 
the directory will be printed in early 
January, at which point everyone who 
participated will have the opportunity 
to pick up their complementary copy. 
We look forward to sharing this invaluable reference with you, 
and appreciate the ongoing support of the project.

Dan MacDonald

AM Fun and Fitness 
Begin working off the extra Christmas treats and join our 
exercise group in December.

Hybrid exercises continue Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings:

Mondays (9:30-10:30 am) and Fridays (9:00-10:00 am) are online 
from the comfort of your home. Wednesdays, 9:30-10:30, are 
usually in person, (and often online also).

Times are subject to change. Contact Barb or Pam for times and 
zoom links.

Christmas Carols, Hot 
Chocolate and Cookies 

 Join Pam, Kate and Ron after the 
service on Dec 18 to sing both 
sacred and secular Christmas 
songs that you love! 

Fair Trade Coffee 

How is your coffee supply? Have 
you been racking your brain on 
what to get someone for Christmas 
and do not want to aimlessly shop? 
Why not buy them some Fair Trade 
coffee? For coffee lovers, it would 
be such a great gift! 

I am taking orders until Tuesday, 
December 6th and will again be 
delivering right to your door. Thanks 
so much for your support. These sales 
allow St. Thomas to provide coffee free 
of charge for Sundays and special 
events. 

Marj Aucoin     
marj123@shaw.ca   403-239-3057

Drop in Coffee and 
Conversation in 2023 
Come out and enjoy some fellowship with other members of the 
congregation! We will be serving coffee and goodies on 
Wednesday mornings between 10:00 and 11: 30 starting  January 
11. Please drop by for a few minutes or the whole time to 
socialize with other members of your church community.

mailto:marj123@shaw.ca
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DUCC Gathering  
Tracy attended 
the National 
DUCC 
(Diakonia of the 
United Church 
of Canada) 
Gathering in 
Nova Scotia 
October 1 – 6, 
2022. She felt 
blessed to be 
asked to 
facilitate the 
meeting, 
honoured to 
dive deep into 
The Calls to the 
Church 
emerged from a 
process of 
discernment by 
the Indigenous 
church , and especially re-connecting with her peeps. This is a picture of the group as they are all dressed 
in black for “Thursdays in Black” – you might have noticed that Tracy does this every Thursday

Junior Youth Group  
Junior Youth Group is for Children in grades 4, 5 & 6. We will offer both virtual and in person meetings this 
fall.

Virtual meetings will occur at 6:30 pm on Fridays: December 16, January 27 and February 24. They will 
include the opportunity to chat and play some games. An email will be sent with a Zoom link to join the 
meeting. All are welcome - Evangeline looks forward to seeing you!

In person gatherings are scheduled for December 2, January 6 and February 3 from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. They 
will include some active games, a snack and the opportunity to get to know each other. An email will be 
sent with details; all are welcome. Sam looks forward to seeing you!    

If you know of a child in this age range who would be interested in joining in and they aren’t already on the 
email distribution list, please email junior-youth@stthomasunited.ca to be added to the list.   

mailto:junior-youth@stthomasunited.ca
https://united-church.ca/community-and-faith/being-community/indigenous-ministries/calls-church
https://united-church.ca/community-and-faith/being-community/indigenous-ministries/calls-church
https://united-church.ca/community-and-faith/being-community/indigenous-ministries/calls-church
https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/join-thursdays-black-movement
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Paths to Reconciliation 
This December, Paths to Reconciliation will be collaborating with the Outreach team - exciting! In 
addition to the three families who will be provided for through the Adopt-A-Family project, we are 
asking for donations of Superstore and Walmart gift cards for Elders living on the Morley First Nation, 
just west of Calgary. Many of the Elders are raising their grandchildren; it’s already hard to make ends 
meet and rising food prices will make it even harder. 

We also plan to have a Toy Drive for children on the Morley reserve. There will be a collection bin for 
new unwrapped toys in the Narthex beginning November 27. Thanks so much for your support! 
Superstore gift cards may be purchased through Richard Taylor-Kerr. Please contact Elaine Gray for 
more info at paths-to-reconciliation@stthomas.ca or 403-286-6687.

There will be an Indigenous Advent Series from November 27 - December 18 with a focus on the 4 
virtues from Assiniboine teachings: Courage, Generosity, Fortitude, and Wisdom. There will be a short 
video reflection available each week on the Chinook Winds web site. More info to come; please check 
bulletin for updates. 

Elaine Gray

Pastoral Care 
We have an awesome committee and have just added two new ones! It’s so exciting! We’d like to give a huge 
welcome to Richard Taylor-Kerr and Louise Scott. Thanks for joining our fabulous Pastoral Care team with 
Jan Mingo, Betty Thompson, Diane Latter, Heather Worton, Cathy Olson and Beth Phillips. You will love 
it. 

We have some needs! If folks in the congregation could assist with any of these, please contact Marj. 

1. We are entering the Christmas season, one of the busiest times in the church calendar. Pastoral 
Care is preparing some goodie bags for several folks and as such, we are looking for some delivery 
volunteers. If you could spare an hour or so of your time, we need you. 

2. We are looking for a couple of people who would like to regularly visit a couple of folks. Visits are 
30 minutes to an hour if this interests you.

3. We would like to set up a driving network if possible, to help people get to church occasionally or, 
alternatively, to medical appointments. Let us know if you are interested.

For many, December is a very stressful time. It is not always easy to smile and laugh and act like normal 
when life events are sad, emotional or overwhelming. What is important is that everyone stays connected 
to their community and to relationships, so they can talk it out, feel good for a bit, and maybe laugh at 
some jokes. Pastoral Care is that. Remember that the responsibility of our whole church is Pastoral Care. It 
is incumbent on each of us to be there for one another as all of us could use support once in awhile. If you 
need support, please don’t hesitate to reach out for a friend. We are your church family.

Marj Aucoin (pastoral-care@stthomasunited.ca, 403-239-3057)

mailto:paths-to-reconciliation@stthomas.ca
mailto:pastoral-care@stthomasunited.ca
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Youth Group 
The Youth Leaders of St. Thomas and Symons Valley are excited to invite you to Youth Group! Typically, 
we meet on Friday evenings or Sunday afternoons for our social event and at service on Sunday morning. 

The Youth Leaders will send out an email every Monday to let you know what activities will be taking 
place that week. Our social events typically last two hours and include activities such as charades, crafts, 
and movie night. Sunday mornings are focused on checking in, discussing social justice issues and doing 
activities to benefit our church community. Friends are always welcome to come to Friday activities and 
Sunday mornings. Youth can also request a Zoom link if they would like to attend Sunday morning 
discussions virtually! 

If you are interested in joining us and aren’t currently receiving our weekly emails, please reach out and 
send us an email at youth@stthomasunited.ca or call the church office to be added to our mail-out list!

In November we addressed topics like Remembrance Day, bullying awareness, and poverty on Sunday 
mornings. Discussions included what is food insecurity, what is homelessness, and what can we do about 
them? We also conducted a food drive for the Veterans Association Food Bank at the beginning of 
November which was very successful! For social events, we had a movie and games night, held a scavenger 
hunt, participated in Naked Faith, and went skating at the Olympic Oval. 
 
Here are the events we currently have planned for December. Please remember that this schedule is 
subject to change on short notice. Keep an eye out on your weekly emails for the most up-to-date 
information!

Amanda , Jacqueline, and Isaac 

December 2: Cookie Baking  Join us from 7-9 pm at St. Thomas to bake and decorate some Christmas 
cookies.  

December 9: Christmas Games  Join us at Symons Valley from 7-9 pm to play church-wide games with 
a Christmas theme.  

December 16: Naked Faith Naked Faith is a contemporary worship service aimed at Youth and Young 
Adults, but everyone is welcome to attend! Naked Faith will be hosted at St. Thomas this month. We will 
meet at 6 pm for a meal before the service at 7 pm, with games to follow.  

December 23 and 30: No Events 
Enjoy your holiday break! We will see the youth back on January 6th. 
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Calgary Regional Youth and Young Adult 
Ministry 

Calgary Queer Church
Worship services are set for December 4 and December 18. We are excited to announce that we are 
offering in-person and online services. All live-streamed services will be available on our YouTube 
Channel – CalgaryQueerChurch. Check out the CQC website for updates.  
 
Calgary Queer Church is a community of people who are passionate about leading a spiritual life. We are 
an inclusive space where faith and identity can be reconciled. If it's your first time or you've come every 
time, you are welcome in the space and  encouraged to check it out! Everyone is welcome at Calgary 
Queer Church. You can  find more information on their website at http://www.calgaryqueerchurch.com/ 
or on  Facebook by searching Calgary Queer Church.

Naked Faith
Friday, December 16, Naked Faith will be at St. Thomas United Church! Naked Faith is an alternative 
worship experience aimed at youth and young adults, but open to all. The evening begins with dinner at 6 
pm, with the service starting at 7 pm. Youth are welcome to stay for games after and young adults go out 
to a pub.

Dirty Theology 
Sunday, December 4 will be the next event from 6-8 pm at the Fish Creek Shared Ministries Office. 
Dirty Theology is hosted by Fish Creek Shared Ministries, a United Church ministry in the Calgary area. 
It is a Christian program, but very open and intended for any and all young adults across Calgary and 
beyond, from any or no faith tradition. It is the beautiful space you've all been waiting for, where adult  
conversations meet Christianity, no holds barred. It's a space for young adults to build connections, get 
real and dig deep into the lived reality of our faith and our lives - the good, the bad and the ugly. Our 
favourite topics are taboo topics, and we love exploring questions, without needing answers. 
Check out more on their Facebook page at YYC Campus Ministry or their website  
http://www.yyccampusministry.com/dirty-theology  

Young Adult Pub Night 
December 27 from 7-9pm at the Southland Bull and Finch pub. There will also be a young adult 
Christmas party on December 18th. For more information, check out the Regional Youth and Young 
Adult Facebook page, contact Brenda McKellar at 403-850-7874 or contact the youth leaders for more 
information. 

http://www.calgaryqueerchurch.com/
http://www.yyccampusministry.com/dirty-theology
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Music 

Adult Choir
As we continue to work weekly on 
our regular anthems for the 
services, we are also working 
weekly on our cantata for 
Christmas eve. It is titled 
“Appalachian Winter” and features 
many Celtic tunes. 

Many thanks to Sheila Humphries who has written a narration for this which adds a lovely touch. Many 
thanks also to Kloria Wen who will be accompanying us on Christmas Eve when Kari is with her family in 
Saskatchewan.

The choir will be sharing its music with Foothills United Church on November 27th. They will also be 
participating in Rev. Marion’s covenanting service on December 11.

This year for the first time in two years, 12th Night will be held in person. St. Thomas will be hosting it at 
Symons Valley United Church on Sunday, January 8, 2023.

Pamela Bazinet

Practice Time (pm) Ages Service 
Participation

Contact

Children’s Choir Thurs 6:00 – 7:00 ECS – Grade 6 Monthly Kate Power  
(childrens-choir@stthomasunited.ca)

Youth Choir Wed 7:00 – 8:30 Grade 6 – University Monthly Barb Robertson  
(barbrob@telus.net)

Adult Choir Thurs 7:15 – 9:30 18 plus Weekly Pam Bazinet  
(pmbazinet@shaw.ca)

Orchestra Mon. 7:00 – 8:30 All Monthly Dick Worton  
(dworton@telusplanet.net)

Strummers Thurs 6:00 – 7:00 All Monthly Ron French  
(rondifrench@telus.net)

December 11  Children’s and Youth Choir musical during the service 

December 18  Christmas Carols, hot chocolate and cookies. 

December 24  Adult Choir cantata during the 8:00 pm service 

January 8  12th Night 7:00 pm at Symons Valley United.  

January 22  Singing with Sylvia at 3:00 pm. 

April 30  Joy of Song service

mailto:childrens-choir@stthomasunited.ca
mailto:barbrob@telus.net
mailto:pmbazinet@shaw.ca
mailto:dworton@telusplanet.net
mailto:rondifrench@telus.net
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Music (continued) 
Strummers
Strummers continue to meet at 6:00pm on Thursdays in the library for masked singing. We have our 
anthems set until Christmas. We will be providing music for the Primetimers annual Christmas lunch on 
November 30 and will be providing anthems for the Blue Christmas service at Foothills United on 
December 4.

The Strummers Outreach generally practices on Tuesday afternoons at 1:00pm and visit a senior’s centre 
about once a month. New members are always welcome!

Ron French

Children’s Choir  (K – grade 6)
Our small but enthusiastic choir continues to work on our pieces for the musical (December 11) and the 
Kids, Carols and Chaos service on Christmas Eve. Along the way we have been learning about dynamic 
contrast and singing with expression. 

It's never too late to join, so if there is an elementary-aged child in your life who would like to sing with us 
on Thursday evenings and Sunday mornings, we would love to have them!

Kate and Kari 

Youth Choir (grade 6 – university age)
Join us Sunday, December 11 as the Youth and Children’s choirs present, "On Our Way to Bethlehem" 
during the service. We are looking for alumni to sing with us Christmas Eve at the Communion service. 
Please contact Barb.

We will be singing at Twelfth Night Sunday evening, January 8 (Alumni welcome also). This is the first in-
person Twelfth Night since 2019.

New choir members are welcome as we start new repertoire in January.

Barb and Charles

Orchestra
The Orchestra continues to rehearse and is preparing music for services at St Thomas. With concern for 
all we will be recording our music until January. Decisions regarding in person performances will be made 
then.

The orchestra welcomes all players of any playing level. If you play a musical instrument we would 
encourage you to join us. Rehearsals are Mondays, 7:00 to 8:30 pm. 

Dick Worton
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Avenue 15 (trellis Society) 
On any given night in Calgary, more than 270 youth experience homelessness.  That is a fact.  No one 
should have to experience homelessness. Especially youth as they have a bigger challenge than adults in 
the same situation because youth, especially those younger than 18 don’t necessarily have the skills and 
experience to live independently. Any attempt to end their homelessness has to provide them with, not 
just a place to sleep, but the opportunity to find their feet with life skills that promote self-sufficiency.

For several years, St. Thomas has provided Sunday dinners at Avenue 15 from September to June. It 
relieves the regular cook of having to prepare a weekend dinner ahead of time and congregants to interact 
with the youth: chat, play a game and have dinner with them. 

The dinners are typically on the 3rd Sunday of the month and involves 4 people to slice, dice and prepare 
the meal. The menu is pre-set and the ingredients pre-purchased so all we need is your “Open hands, 
Open hearts and Open minds” to spend 3-4 hours preparing and sharing the meal.  

Please watch for the Sign up Sheet in the Narthex and if you have any questions of concerns, please 
contact Hope Cochran at outreach@stthomasunited.ca or call 587-581-2619

Finding Our Place at the Manger:  
An Adult Advent Study 
A few years ago, over a thousand people—1,039 to be exact—gathered outside Provo, Utah. Dressed in 
costumes lovingly sewn by scores of people, barnyard animals in their midst, they staged the world’s 
largest living nativity scene. An adjudicator from the Guinness Book of World Records was on-site, 
verifying that the crowd had indeed surpassed the former record set in Lancashire, England. This 
crowded nativity scene can help us reflect on how there is room for everyone at the manger. 

The crèche, or nativity scene, is common throughout the Advent season. We find it on greeting cards, 
under Christmas trees, or brightly illuminated on the lawns of public places. It’s a sentimentalized 
version of Jesus’ birth narratives found in Matthew and Luke, complete with wise men who traveled long 
distances to join the shepherds and holy family. Familiarity with this scene may not, as the saying goes, 
breed contempt, but it can lead to a glossed-over experience of these individual characters and their 
importance in our lives. 

The purpose of this study is to examine what we know of Mary,  Joseph, the shepherds, and the wise 
men. How can Scripture and the traditions surrounding them speak to us in our modern context? Like 
those participants in the living nativity scene, how can we find our own places at the manger as we await 
the joy of Jesus’ birth? 

Come join us November 23rd, December 7, 14 & 21 at 10:00 for refreshments, and let’s explore how we 
can find our place at the manger. You are welcome to come to all sessions, but if you are only able to 
come to 1 or 2, that is perfectly okay. I look forward to seeing you.

Rev. Marion Martin

mailto:outreach@stthomasunited.ca
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Three Wise Women 
Gifts to Self
My list was complete. My day was planned. It was to be filled with productive “work” like laundry, cleaning, 
groceries, paying bills, meals, with a little music and reading thrown into the mix. Oh, and I’d clean, label, 
and store the bluebarb jams I had made the day before. All truly satisfying. 

Then the phone rang. One of my favourite friends was wanting to stop by for a chat and coffee. What to 
do? I’d already planned my day. Do I dare say... don’t come!... I’m too busy cleaning and doing essential non-
essentials? Such a rude INTRUSION on my perfectly planned day. 

I remember an article written by Erma Bombeck who kept trying to arrange a luncheon with her sister 
who lived in the same city, but quite a distance away. Her sister always had an excuse “I’m washing 
windows, I’m making appointments, the dog needs a bath”... and so on. They never did get their luncheon 
together before Erma died of cancer. 

What did I say? “Of course. Come as soon as you can.” I took my permanent marker, grabbed the list, and 
titled it TOMORROW. And I’m so glad I did. We had a wonderful visit. Full of laughter, and insights, 
memories, and love. The essential non-essentials were completed the next day, with a light- heartedness 
that one only gets from positive relationships. 

Sometimes INTRUSIONS are the spice in our life. The picturesque detour. The unplanned child. The 
unexpected promotion. The surprise visitor. 

Sunday School 
Christmas is coming, and before that, the Sunday School has all sorts of fun things lined up!

The first Sunday of Advent, we made beautiful Advent wreaths as with kids and adults. When Advent 
Wreaths were constructed, an information sheet was passed out to assist families in discussing and 
planning the preparation before Christmas. Bible readings are also suggested, and discussing gratitude, 
new ways of preparing for Christmas, praying for peace, and sharing experiences of being forgiven and 
experiencing joy are some of the preparatory exercises. Throughout December, we will be building on the 
scripture, candle lighting and preparation in Sunday School as well, along with music and singing.

We still have some children who have not registered and would ask parents to make sure they pick up the 
necessary forms.  We also need a deeper roster of teachers: anyone interested in helping out by taking a 
class would be most welcome.  And last month, we had a family event on a Friday night organized by Faith 
and Families and if anyone has any thoughts about that, we are interested in hearing your feedback. 

And may you and your family enjoy a blessed and joyful Christmas.

Gayle Wilderman
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Three Wise Women (cont.) 
We’ve been holidaying in November and meeting people from all over the world. Some of the 
INTRUSIONS in their lives are bleak: economies collapsing; wars escalating; families scrambling to leave 
their homeland. 

Nonetheless, when an INTRUSION comes a-calling, let it happen. I’m not sure Noah was thrilled when 
God told him “build a boat ... a big one”, or Mary when God announced she’d be carrying his son... sooner, 
not later. Who knows what the INTRUSION might bring? Whatever it is, it will be remarkably more 
memorable than laundry and cleaning. 

May your Christmas preparations and Christmas celebrations be filled with memorable INTRUSIONS. 

Wanda Veer

Here we are about to embark on another season of Giving. There are so many opportunities to support 
charities and those less fortunate as we reflect on our own blessings. And it’s always fun to imagine the 
delight when someone unwraps the gift we laboriously sought.

In the midst of all this, we seldom think to give OURSELVES gifts. (Although I confess to occasionally 
being tempted to buy something for me whilst shopping for someone else. One for me, one for you. Seems 
fair.)

This year, let’s give ourselves the gifts of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. How?  Maybe by really appreciating 
the present. For example, when someone says to us, “Isn’t It a beautiful day,” do we respond with Joy, or do 
we dash all Hope by saying, “Yup. But we’ll pay for it later.”

Are we actually looking forward to festive gatherings, or are we lovingly nurturing long-held grudges 
against those attending? As Rita Mae Brown, an American civil rights activist has said, “The key to 
happiness is a bad memory.” There is no better way to have Peace.

If we give ourselves the gift of Acceptance, the blessings of Advent will follow. Accepting what we can 
control. Accepting what we can’t. Accepting that people don’t always do what we think they should do. 
(Darn them, anyway.)

I’ve given myself Joy by actually submitting this ahead of the deadline. And Hope, because maybe now that 
I’ve done it once, I can do it again. 

Wishing you Hope, Peace, Joy and Love this season.

Maureen Dodd
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Search Committee 
We were excited to welcome Rev. Marion Martin to the position of Shared Minister for St. Thomas 
United and Foothills United effective Oct 1.  She has been attending committee meetings at both 
Churches and taking every available opportunity to meet congregants and become familiar with how each 
Church operates.  We are pleased to have her on board.

A formal covenanting service will be held jointly with Foothills United on December 11 at 2:30 pm.  It will 
be held at St. Thomas and will be followed by a social gathering.      

Search Committee members are Fiona Craig, Nonie Johnston, Val Magill(Foothills rep), Jeff McLean, Rev. 
Doug Powell ( Chinook Winds Region rep), Bernice Praymak, Theresa Smith, Andrea Sonpal, and Elaine 
Taylor-Kerr.   Please join us in welcoming Marion to our congregations. 

Elaine Taylor-Kerr

Three Wise Women (cont.) 
Gifts are, by definition, supposed to be free of obligation or expected repayment, things freely given. And 
yet, a Google search will result in screens full of treatises on the philosophy and psychology of gift giving 
and receiving. Those of us who are stressed are in good company. 

The past three years will give academics decades of data. I believe that we’ve only scratched the surface of 
the depth of distress that we’ve experienced. And, in wealthy countries like Canada, we were poorly 
prepared, many of us having little experience with long-term uncertainty. If polls are to be believed, we’re 
stressed and crabby. 

My Christmas wish is that you all add one more item to your list, and that’s to give a gift to yourself, one 
that doesn’t involve more stress or guilt. Maybe it’s cooking one less dish for Christmas dinner so you can 
have 20 minutes to read or hide in the bathroom. Or both. (Remember to caution your family that only 
large fires or arterial bleeding are valid reasons for interruption) Perhaps it’s 10 minutes of meditation. Or 
spending 30 minutes truly listening to your 5 year old describe the first 20 minutes of their day at 
kindergarten. Or calling that friend you lost touch with 3 years ago. 

And if giving to yourself becomes a habit, that’s a great present.

I wish you a serene Christmas season.

Ruthann Watson
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The Common Cup 
Company 
The Common Cup Company will be in concert on 
December 3, 2022 at Fish Creek United Church in Calgary.

For over 35 years this musical group has written and 
performed songs of Peace, Hope and Justice that have been 
published in church hymn books across the world. This 
special concert will feature songs from their Advent 
collection as well as many favourites.

You can see more information about Common Cup 
at https://commoncup.com/

September and October, and 
November birthdays, celebrated at 
church!

https://commoncup.com/
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Important Dates at St. Thomas 

Note these on your calendar!
December 2 - Jr. Youth in-person 

December 4 - Blue Christmas service 
December 11 - Children’s  & Youth Choir musical during the service 

December 11 - Rev. Marion’s Covenanting service 
December 16 - Jr. Youth online 

December 16 - Naked Faith 
December 18 - Christmas carols after the service 

December 24 - Three Christmas Eve services to enjoy 
December 25 - No worship service at St. Thomas 

 
January 8 - 12th Night at Symons Valley United Church 

January 11 - Drop-in Coffee Starts 
January 22 - Singing With Sylvia
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